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vital statistics office will electroni-
cally transmit the request to SSA’s 
central office in Baltimore, MD, along 
with the child’s name, date and place 
of birth, sex, mother’s maiden name, 
father’s name (if shown on the birth 
registration), address of the mother, 
and birth certificate number. This 
birth registration information received 
by SSA from the State vital statistics 
office will be used to establish the age, 
identity, and U.S. citizenship of the 
newborn child. Using this information, 
SSA will assign a number to the child 
and send the social security number 
card to the child at the mother’s ad-
dress. 

(3) Request on immigration document. 
Where an alien has requested a social 
security number as part of the immi-
gration process described in paragraph 
(b)(3) of this section, INS will elec-
tronically transmit to SSA’s central 
office in Baltimore, MD, the data ele-
ments collected for immigration pur-
poses, by both INS and DOS, that SSA 
needs to assign the alien a social secu-
rity number along with other data ele-
ments as agreed upon by SSA and DOS 
or INS. The data elements received by 
SSA will be used to establish the age, 
identity, and lawful alien status or au-
thority to work of the alien. Using this 
data, SSA will assign a social security 
number to the alien and send the social 
security number card to him/her at the 
address the alien provides to DOS or 
INS (or to the sponsoring agency of a 
refugee, if no personal mailing address 
is available). 

(d) Social security number cards. A per-
son who is assigned a social security 
number will receive a social security 
number card from SSA within a rea-
sonable time after the number has been 
assigned. (See § 422.104 regarding the as-
signment of social security number 
cards to aliens.) Social security num-
ber cards are the property of SSA and 
must be returned upon request. 

(e) Replacement of social security num-
ber card. In the case of a lost or dam-
aged social security number card, a du-
plicate card bearing the same name 
and number may be issued. In the case 
of a need to change the name on the 
card, a corrected card bearing the same 
number and the new name may be 
issued. In both cases, a Form SS–5 

must be completed. A Form SS–5 can 
be obtained from any Social Security 
office or from one of the sources noted 
in paragraph (b) of this section. For 
evidence requirements, see § 422.107. 

[55 FR 46664, Nov. 6, 1990, as amended at 63 
FR 56554, Oct. 22, 1998]

§ 422.104 Who can be assigned a social 
security number. 

(a) Persons eligible for SSN assignment. 
We can assign you a social security 
number if you meet the evidence re-
quirements in § 422.107 and you are: 

(1) A United States citizen; or 
(2) An alien lawfully admitted to the 

United States for permanent residence 
or under other authority of law permit-
ting you to work in the United States 
(§ 422.105 describes how we determine if 
a nonimmigrant alien is permitted to 
work in the United States); or 

(3) An alien who cannot provide evi-
dence of alien status showing lawful 
admission to the U.S., or an alien with 
evidence of lawful admission but with-
out authority to work in the U.S., if 
the evidence described in § 422.107(e) 
does not exist, but only for a valid non-
work reason. We consider you to have a 
valid nonwork reason if: 

(i) You need a social security number 
to satisfy a Federal statute or regula-
tion that requires you to have a social 
security number in order to receive a 
Federally-funded benefit to which you 
have otherwise established entitlement 
and you reside either in or outside the 
U.S.; or 

(ii) You need a social security num-
ber to satisfy a State or local law that 
requires you to have a social security 
number in order to receive public as-
sistance benefits to which you have 
otherwise established entitlement, and 
you are legally in the United States. 

(b) Annotation for a nonwork purpose. 
If we assign you a social security num-
ber as an alien for a nonwork purpose, 
we will indicate in our records that you 
are not authorized to work. We will 
also mark your social security card 
with a legend such as ‘‘NOT VALID 
FOR EMPLOYMENT.’’ If earnings are 
reported to us on your number, we will 
inform the Department of Homeland 
Security of the reported earnings. 

[68 FR 55308, Sept. 25, 2003]
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