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§ 191.3 Definitions. 
When used in this subchapter, unless 

otherwise specified, the terms— 
(a) Family Member means (1) a spouse, 

(2) an unmarried dependent child in-
cluding a step-child or adopted child, 
(3) a person designated in official 
records or determined by the agency 
head or designee thereof to be a de-
pendent, or (4) other persons such as 
parents, parents-in-law, persons who 
stand in the place of a spouse or par-
ents, or other members of a household 
when fully justified by the cir-
cumstances of the hostage situation, as 
determined by the Secretary of State. 

(b) Agency head means the head of an 
agency as defined in the Act (or suc-
cessor agency) employing an individual 
determined to be an American hostage. 
The Secretary of State is the agency 
head with respect to any hostage not 
employed by an agency. 

(c) Principal means the hostage whose 
captivity forms the basis for benefits 
under this subchapter for a family 
member.

§ 191.4 Notification of eligible persons. 
The Assistant Secretary of State for 

Administration shall be responsible for 
notifying each individual determined 
to be eligible for benefits under the Act 
or, if that person is not available, a 
representative or Family Member of 
the hostage.

§ 191.5 Relationships among agencies. 
(a) The Assistant Secretary of State 

for Administration shall promptly in-
form the head of any agency whenever 
an employee (including a member of 
the Armed Forces) in that agency, or 
Family Member of such employee, is 
determined to be eligible for benefits 
under this subchapter. 

(b) In accordance with inter-agency 
agreements between the Department of 
State and relevant agencies— 

(1) The Veterans Administration will 
periodically bill the Department of 
State for expenses it pays for each eli-
gible person under subpart D of this 
subchapter plus the administrative 
costs of carrying out its responsibil-
ities under this part. 

(2) The Department of State will, on 
a periodic basis, determine the cost for 
services and benefits it provides to all 

eligible persons under this subchapter 
and bill each agency for the costs at-
tributable to Principals (and Family 
Members) in or acting on behalf of the 
agency plus a proportionate share of 
related administrative expenses.

§ 191.6 Effective date. 

This regulation is effective as of No-
vember 4, 1979. Reimbursement may be 
made for expenses approved under this 
subchapter for services rendered on or 
after such date.

Subpart B—Application of Sol-
diers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief 
Act

§ 191.10 Eligibility for benefits. 

A person designated as a hostage 
under subpart A of this subchapter, 
other than a member of the Armed 
Forces covered by the provisions of the 
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act 
of 1940, shall be eligible for benefits 
under this part.

§ 191.11 Applicable benefits. 

(a) Eligible persons are entitled to 
the benefits provided by the Soldiers’ 
and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act of 1940 (50 
U.S.C. App. 501, et seq.), including the 
benefits provided by section 701 (50 
U.S.C. App. 591) notwithstanding para-
graph (c) thereof, but excluding the 
benefits provided by sections 104, 105, 
106, 400 through 408, 501 through 512, 
and 514 (50 U.S.C. App. 514, 515, 516, 540 
through 548, 561 through 572, and 574). 

(b) In applying such Act for purposes 
of this section— 

(1) The term ‘‘person in the military 
service’’ is deemed to include any such 
American hostage; 

(2) The term ‘‘period of military serv-
ice’’ is deemed to include the period 
during which such American hostage is 
in a captive status; 

(3) References therein to the Sec-
retary of the Army, the Secretary of 
the Navy, the Adjutant General of the 
Army, the Chief of Naval Personnel, 
and the Commandant, United States 
Marine Corps, or other officials of gov-
ernment are deemed to be references to 
the Secretary of State; and 
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(4) The term ‘‘dependents’’ shall, to 
the extent permissible by law, be con-
strued to include ‘‘Family Members’’ 
as defined in section 101 of the Hostage 
Relief Act.

§ 191.12 Description of benefits. 

The following material is included to 
assist persons affected, by providing a 
brief description of some of the provi-
sions of the Civil Relief Act. Note that 
not all of the sections applicable to 
hostages have been included here. Ref-
erences to sections herein are ref-
erences to the Civil Relief Act of 1940, 
as amended, followed by references in 
parentheses to the same section in the 
United States Code. 

(a) Guarantors, endorsers. Section 103 
(50 U.S.C. App. 513) provides that when-
ever a hostage is granted relief from 
the enforcement of an obligation, a 
court, in its discretion, may grant the 
same relief to guarantors and endorsers 
of the obligation. Amendments extend 
relief to accommodation makers and 
others primarily or secondarily liable 
on an obligation, and to sureties on a 
criminal bail bond. They provide, on 
certain conditions, that the benefits of 
the section with reference to persons 
primarily or secondarily liable on an 
obligation may be waived in writing. 

(b) Written Agreements. Section 107 (50 
U.S.C. App. 517) provides that nothing 
contained in the Act shall prevent hos-
tages from making certain arrange-
ments with respect to their contracts 
and obligations, but requires that such 
arrangements be in writing. 

(c) Protection in Court. Section 200 (50 
U.S.C. App. 520) provides that if a hos-
tage is made defendant in a court ac-
tion and is unable to appear in court, 
the court shall appoint an attorney to 
represent the hostage and protect the 
hostage’s interests. Further, if a judg-
ment is rendered against the hostage, 
an opportunity to reopen the case and 
present a defense, if meritorious, may 
be permitted within 90 days after re-
lease. 

(d) Court Postponement. Section 201 (50 
U.S.C. App. 521) authorizes a court to 
postpone any court proceedings if a 
hostage is a party thereto and is un-
able to participate by reason of being a 
captive. 

(e) Relief Against Penalties. Section 
202 (50 U.S.C. App. 522) provides for re-
lief against fines or penalties when a 
court proceeding involving a hostage is 
postponed, or when the fine or pen-
alties are incurred for failure to per-
form any obligation. In the latter case, 
relief depends upon whether the hos-
tage’s ability to pay or perform is ma-
terially affected by being held captive. 

(f) Postponement of Action. Section 203 
(50 U.S.C. App. 523) authorizes a court 
to postpone or vacate the execution of 
any judgment, attachment or garnish-
ment. 

(g) Period of Postponement. Section 204 
(50 U.S.C. App. 524) authorizes a court 
to postpone proceedings for the period 
of captivity, and for 3 months there-
after, or any part thereof. 

(h) Extended Time Limits. Section 205 
(50 U.S.C. App. 525) excludes the period 
of captivity from computing time 
under existing or future statutes of 
limitation. Amendments extend relief 
to include actions before administra-
tive agencies, and provide that the pe-
riod of captivity shall not be included 
in the period for redemption of real 
property sold to enforce any obliga-
tion, tax, or assessment. Section 207 
excludes application of section 205 to 
any period of limitation prescribed by 
or under the internal revenue laws of 
the United States. 

(i) Interest Rates. Section 206 (50 
U.S.C. App. 526) provides that interest 
on the obligations of hostages shall not 
exceed a specified per centum per 
annum, unless the court determines 
that ability to pay greater interest is 
not affected by being held captive. 

(j) Misuse of Benefits. Section 600 (50 
U.S.C. App. 580) provides against trans-
fers made with intent to delay the just 
enforcement of a civil right by taking 
advantage of the Act. 

(k) Further Relief. Section 700 (50 
U.S.C. App. 590) provides that a person, 
during a period of captivity or 6 
months thereafter, may apply to a 
court for relief with respect to obliga-
tions incurred prior to captivity, or 
any tax or assessment whether falling 
due prior to or during the period of 
captivity. The court may, on certain 
conditions, stay the enforcement of 
such obligations. 
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