
277

Department of State § 62.4

up to and including skilled occupations 
requiring at least two years training or 
experience. 

On-the-job training means an individ-
ual’s observation of and participation 
in given tasks demonstrated by experi-
enced workers for the purpose of ac-
quiring competency in such tasks. 

Prescribed course of study means a 
non-degree academic program with a 
specific educational objective. Such 
course of study may include intensive 
English language training, classroom 
instruction, research projects, and/or 
academic training to the extent per-
mitted in § 62.23. 

Reciprocity means the participation of 
a United States citizen in an edu-
cational and cultural program in a for-
eign country in exchange for the par-
ticipation of a foreign national in the 
Exchange Visitor Program. Where used 
herein, ‘‘reciprocity’’ shall be inter-
preted broadly; unless otherwise speci-
fied, reciprocity does not require a one-
for-one exchange or that exchange visi-
tors be engaged in the same activity. 
For example, exchange visitors coming 
to the United States for training in 
American banking practices and Amer-
icans going abroad to teach foreign na-
tionals public administration would be 
considered a reciprocal exchange, when 
arranged or facilitated by the same 
sponsor. 

Responsible officer means the em-
ployee or officer of a designated spon-
sor who has been listed with the De-
partment of State as assuming the re-
sponsibilities outlined in § 62.11. The 
designation of alternate responsible of-
ficers is permitted and encouraged. The 
responsible officer and alternate re-
sponsible officers must be citizens of 
the United States or persons who have 
been lawfully admitted for permanent 
residence. 

Secretary of State means the Sec-
retary of State of the Department of 
State or an employee of the Depart-
ment of State acting under a delega-
tion of authority from the Secretary of 
State. 

Specialty occupation means an occupa-
tion that requires theoretical and prac-
tical application of a body of highly 
specialized knowledge to perform fully 
in the stated field of endeavor. It re-
quires completion of a specified course 

of education, where attainment of such 
knowledge or its equivalent is the min-
imum competency requirement recog-
nized in the particular field of endeav-
or in the United States. Some examples 
of specialized fields of knowledge are 
public and business administration, ag-
ricultural research, architecture, engi-
neering, computer and physical 
sciences, accounting, and print and 
broadcast journalism. 

Sponsor means a legal entity des-
ignated by the Secretary of State of 
the State Department to conduct an 
exchange visitor program. 

Third party means an entity cooper-
ating with or assisting the sponsor in 
the conduct of the sponsor’s program. 
Sponsors are required to take all rea-
sonable steps to ensure that third par-
ties know and comply with all applica-
ble provisions of these regulations. 
Third party actions in the course of 
providing such assistance or coopera-
tion shall be imputed to the sponsor in 
evaluating the sponsor’s compliance 
with these regulations.

§ 62.3 Sponsor eligibility. 

(a) Entities eligible to apply for des-
ignation as a sponsor of an exchange 
visitor program are: 

(1) United States local, state and fed-
eral government agencies; 

(2) International agencies or organi-
zations of which the United States is a 
member and which have an office in 
the United States; or 

(3) Reputable organizations which are 
‘‘citizens of the United States,’’ as that 
term is defined in § 62.2. 

(b) To be eligible for designation as a 
sponsor, an entity is required to: 

(1) Demonstrate, to the Department 
of State’s satisfaction, its ability to 
comply and remain in continual com-
pliance with all provisions of part 62; 
and 

(2) Meet at all times its financial ob-
ligations and responsibilities attendant 
to successful sponsorship of its ex-
change program.

§ 62.4 Categories of participant eligi-
bility. 

Sponsors may select foreign nation-
als to participate in their exchange vis-
itor programs. Participation by foreign 
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