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Department of State § 72.1

shall suspend provision of the dietary 
supplements and report the incident in 
full to the Department.

PART 72—DEATHS AND ESTATES

REPORTING DEATHS OF UNITED STATES 
CITIZENS 

Sec. 
72.1 Consular responsibility. 
72.2 Exceptions to consular responsibility. 
72.3 Telegraphic notifications of death. 
72.4 Normal reporting procedure. 
72.5 Reports of presumptive deaths. 
72.6 Reports of deaths on the high seas. 
72.7 Reports on deceased persons believed to 

be United States citizens. 
72.8 Disposition of nationality documents.

DISPOSITION OF REMAINS 

72.9 Consular responsibility. 
72.10 Local burial. 
72.11 Cremation. 
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72.13 Remains requiring special handling. 
72.14 Fees for disposing remains.

PERSONAL ESTATES OF DECEASED CITIZENS 

72.15 Statutory responsibility of consular 
officer. 

72.16 Regulatory responsibility of consular 
officer. 

72.17 Responsibility of consular agents. 
72.18 Responsibility if legal representative 

is present. 
72.19 Responsibility if trustee for personal 

estate is present. 
72.20 Responsibility if ‘‘partner in trade’’ is 

present. 
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72.22 Responsibility if will intended to oper-
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72.24 Responsibility in case of Coast Guard 
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normally taken into possession. 
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72.31 Action when immediate possession is 

impracticable. 
72.32 Action when property is in other con-
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72.33 Official notification to legal represent-
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72.34 [Reserved] 

72.35 Procedure for inventorying and ap-
praising effects. 

72.36 Preparation and disposition of inven-
tory. 

72.37 Disposal of perishable property. 
72.38 Collection of debts due deceased. 
72.39 Payment of debts owed by deceased. 
72.40 Consular officer not to act as adminis-

trator of estate. 
72.41 Consular officer not to perform legal 

services or to employ counsel. 
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72.43 Conditions under which estate can be 
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empt from fee assessments. 
72.55 Estates of citizens dying on the high 

seas exempt from fee assessments.

AUTHORITY: R.S. 1709, as amended, sec. 302, 
60 Stat. 1001; 22 U.S.C. 1175, 842.

SOURCE: 22 FR 10841, Dec. 27, 1957, unless 
otherwise noted.

REPORTING DEATHS OF UNITED STATES 
CITIZENS

§ 72.1 Consular responsibility. 
(a) A consular officer (or in his ab-

sence a diplomatic officer) is respon-
sible for reporting to the Department, 
to the legal representative, and to the 
closest known relative the deaths of all 
United States citizens occurring in his 
consular district except as otherwise 
provided in § 72.2. In order that he may 
be informed of such deaths, the con-
sular officer should enlist the coopera-
tion and assistance of the local au-
thorities and the members of the 
American community. 

(b) A consular agent is not author-
ized to report the deaths of United 
States citizens to the Department, to 
the legal representative and to the 
closest known relative. The consular 
agent should, however, immediately re-
port the circumstances of the death to 
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his principal consular officer, who then 
has the responsibility for reporting in 
the manner prescribed in this section 
through § 72.8.

§ 72.2 Exceptions to consular responsi-
bility. 

(a) Department of Defense personnel. 
The Department of Defense is required 
to report officially the deaths of its 
military and civilian personnel. How-
ever, if no representative of the De-
partment of Defense is present in the 
consular district where the death oc-
curs, the consular officer should inform 
the Mission in the country to which he 
is assigned regarding the cir-
cumstances, for action by the appro-
priate attache. In colonial or trustee 
areas, or in countries in which no De-
fense Department attaches are as-
signed, the consular officer should tele-
graph the particulars of the death to 
the Department of State, indicating 
the maximum length of time before 
local burial is mandatory, for action by 
the Department of Defense. All inquir-
ies concerning the death of any person 
falling within this category should be 
referred to the Department of Defense, 
Washington, DC 20301. Instructions in 
this paragraph do not apply to report-
ing the deaths of dependents of Depart-
ment of Defense personnel or to report-
ing the deaths of contractor personnel, 
i.e., United States civilians employed 
in foreign countries by commercial 
concerns operating under contract with 
the Department of Defense, or their de-
pendents. The deaths of such persons 
should be reported in the manner pre-
scribed in § 72.4

(b) Coast Guard personnel. The United 
States Coast Guard is required to re-
port officially the deaths of its mili-
tary and civilian personnel. If death oc-
curs in any country in Europe or the 
British Isles in which a Coast Guard 
detail is not assigned, the consular offi-
cer should inform the Senior Coast 
Guard Merchant Marine Detail Officer 
(Europe), London, England, by tele-
graph. If the death occurs outside Eu-
rope or the British Isles, the consular 
officer should telegraph the particulars 
of the death to the Department of 
State, indicating the maximum length 
of time before local burial is manda-
tory, for action by the Coast Guard. All 

inquiries concerning the death of Coast 
Guard personnel should be referred to 
the Commandant, United States Coast 
Guard, Washington, DC 20226. The in-
structions in this section do not apply 
to reporting the deaths of dependents 
of Coast Guard personnel. The deaths 
of such persons should be reported in 
the manner prescribed in § 72.4.

§ 72.3 Telegraphic notifications of 
death. 

(a) Use of telegraph. When instruc-
tions must be obtained from the next 
of kin or other interested person in the 
United States as to disposition of the 
remains, notification of death should 
be sent by telegraph to the Department 
for forwarding. If available to the con-
sular officer, the name and address of 
the next of kin or legal representative 
(§ 72.18) should be included in the mes-
sage. Consular officers at posts in Can-
ada and Mexico whose consular dis-
tricts are contiguous to the United 
States may, in their discretion, com-
municate directly by telegraph with 
next of kin or legal representative, re-
questing instructions for disposition of 
the remains. 

(b) Content of notification. All such 
notifications should state the min-
imum cost of 

(1) Local burial; 
(2) Cremation (if applicable); 
(3) Embalming, preparing and ship-

ping the remains; and 
(4) The maximum period of time be-

fore local burial is mandatory. 
(c) Payment of charges. The cost of 

these initial notifications of death by 
telegraph is a proper charge against 
offical funds. Subsequent telegrams re-
lating to matters for personal decision 
are normally at the expense of inter-
ested parties. 

[22 FR 10841, Dec. 27, 1957, as amended at 30 
FR 4412, Apr. 6, 1965]

§ 72.4 Normal reporting procedure. 
(a) Purpose and use of Form FS–192. 

Form FS–192, ‘‘Report of the Death of 
an American Citizen’’, is an adminis-
trative report established for the pur-
pose of providing essential facts con-
cerning the death of a United States 
citizen, and should be used to report 
the death officially to the Department, 
to the legal representative, and to the 
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