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§ 656.7 Determination of an exception. 

(a) The FHWA has determined under 
provisions of 23 U.S.C. 146(b) that an 
exceptional situation exists in regard 
to the funding of carpools so as to 
allow the State to contribute as its 
share of the non-Federal match essen-
tial project-related work and services 
performed by local agencies and pri-
vate organizations when approved and 
authorized in accordance with regular 
Federal-aid procedures. The cost of 
such work must be properly valued, 
supportable and verifiable in order for 
inclusion as an eligible project cost. 
Examples of such contributed work and 
services include: public service an-
nouncements, computer services, and 
project-related staff time for adminis-
tration by employees of public and pri-
vate organizations. 

(b) This determination is based on: 
(1) The nature of carpool projects to 
provide a variety of services to the 
public; (2) the fact that carpool 
projects are labor intensive and require 
professional and specialized technical 
skills; (3) the extensive use of joint 
public and private endeavors; and (4) 
the fact that project costs involve the 
acquisition of capital equipment as op-
posed to construction of fixed items. 

(c) This exception is limited to car-
pool projects and therefore is not appli-
cable to other Federal-aid projects. 
The exception does not affect or re-
place the standard Federal-aid funding 
procedures or real property acquisition 
procedures and requirements, part 712, 
The Acquisition Function. 
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APPENDIX TO PART 657—GUIDELINES TO BE 
USED IN DEVELOPING ENFORCEMENT PLANS 
AND CERTIFICATION EVALUATION 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 123, Pub. L. 95–599, 92 Stat. 
2689; 23 U.S.C. 127, 141, and 315; 49 U.S.C. 
31111, 31113, and 31114; sec. 1023, Pub. L. 102– 
240, 105 Stat. 1914; and 49 CFR 1.48(b)(19), 
(b)(23), (c)(1), and (c)(19). 

SOURCE: 45 FR 52368, Aug. 7, 1980, as amend-
ed at 62 FR 62261, Nov. 21, 1997, unless other-
wise noted. 

NOTE: The recordkeeping requirements 
contained in this part have been approved by 
the Office of Management and Budget under 
control number 2125–0034. 

§ 657.1 Purpose. 

To prescribe requirements for admin-
istering a program of vehicle size and 
weight enforcement on Federal-aid 
(FA) highways, including the required 
annual certification by the State. 

§ 657.3 Definition. 

Enforcing or enforcement means all ac-
tions by the State to obtain compli-
ance with size and weight requirements 
by all vehicles operating on the FA 
Interstate, primary, urban, and sec-
ondary systems. 

§ 657.5 Policy. 

Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) policy is that each State en-
force vehicle size and weight laws to 
assure that violations are discouraged 
and that vehicles traversing the high-
way system do not exceed the limits 
specified by law. These size and weight 
limits are based upon design specifica-
tions and safety considerations, and 
enforcement shall be developed and 
maintained both to prevent premature 
deterioration of the highway pavement 
and structures and to provide a safe 
driving environment. 

§ 657.7 Objective. 

The objective of this regulation is 
the development and operation by each 
State of an enforcement process which 
identifies vehicles of excessive size and 
weight and provides a systematic ap-
proach to eliminate violations and thus 
improve conditions. 
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