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may be obtained by relating their program 
elements. Some comparative factors are: 

1. Truck registration (excluding pickups 
and panels) 

2. Population 
3. Average Daily Traffic (ADT) for trucks 

on FA highways 
4. To total mileage of Federal-aid high-

ways 
5. Geographic location of the State 
6. Annual truck miles traveled in State 
7. Number of truck terminals (over 6 doors) 
8. Vehicle miles of intrastate truck traffic 
Quantities relating to the above items can 

become factors that in the aggregate are de-
scriptive of a State’s characteristics and can 
identify States that are similar from a 
trucking operation viewpoint. This is espe-
cially applicable for States within the same 
area. 

After States with similar truck traffic op-
erations have been identified in a regional 
area, another important variable must be 
considered: the type of weighing equipment 
that has been or is proposed for predominant 
use in the States. When data become avail-
able on the number of trucks weighed by 
each type of scale (fixed, portable, semi-port-
able, etc.) some indicators will be developed 
to relate one State’s effort to those of other 
States. The measures of activity that are a 
part of each certification submitted will pro-
vide a basis for the development of more pre-
cise numerical criteria by which an enforce-
ment plan and its activities can be judged for 
adequacy. 

Previous certifications have provided in-
formation from which the following gross 
scale capabilities have been derived. 

Potential Weighing Capacities 

1. Permanent scales 60 veh/hr. 
2. Weigh-in-motion scales 100 veh/hr. 
3. Semi-portable scales 25 veh/hr. 
4. Portable scales 3 veh/hr. 
To meet the mandates of Federal and other 

laws regarding truck size and weight en-
forcement, the FHWA desires to become a re-
source for all States in achieving a success-
ful exchange of useful information. Some 
States are more advanced in their enforce-
ment activities. Some have special experi-
ence with portable, semi-portable, fixed, or 
weighing-in-motion devices. Others have op-
erated permanent scales in combination with 
concentrated safety inspection programs. 
The FHWA is interested in information on 
individual State experiences in these special-
ized areas as part of initial plan submissions. 
If such information has recently been fur-
nished to the Washington Headquarters, an 
appropriate cross reference should be in-
cluded on the submission. 

It is the policy of the FHWA to avoid red 
tape, and information volunteered by the 
States will be of assistance in meeting many 
needs. The ultimate goal in developing infor-

mation through the evaluation process is to 
assemble criteria for a model enforcement 
program. 
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§ 658.1 Purpose. 

The purpose of this part is to identify 
a National Network of highways avail-
able to vehicles authorized by provi-
sions of the Surface Transportation As-
sistance Act of 1982 (STAA) as amend-
ed, and to prescribe national policies 
that govern truck and bus size and 
weight. 

[59 FR 30419, June 13, 1994] 

§ 658.3 Policy statement. 

The Federal Highway Administra-
tion’s (FHWA) policy is to provide a 
safe and efficient National Network of 
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highways that can safely and effi-
ciently accommodate the large vehi-
cles authorized by the STAA. This net-
work includes the Interstate System 
plus other qualifying Federal-aid Pri-
mary System Highways. 

§ 658.5 Definitions. 
Automobile transporters. Any vehicle 

combination designed and used specifi-
cally for the transport of assembled 
highway vehicles, including truck 
camper units. 

Beverage semitrailer. A van-type, drop- 
frame semitrailer designed and used 
specifically for the transport and deliv-
ery of bottled or canned beverages (i.e., 
liquids for drinking, including water) 
which has side-only access for loading 
and unloading this commodity. 
Semitrailer has the same meaning as 
in 49 CFR 390.5. 

Boat transporters. Any vehicle com-
bination designed and used specifically 
to transport assembled boats and boat 
hulls. Boats may be partially disassem-
bled to facilitate transporting. 

Bridge gross weight formula. The 
standard specifying the relationship 
between axle (or groups of axles) spac-
ing and the gross weight that (those) 
axle(s) may carry expressed by the for-
mula: 
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where W=overall gross weight on any group 
of two or more consecutive axles to the 
nearest 500 pounds, L=distance in feet be-
tween the extreme of any group of two or 
more consecutive axles, and N=number of 
axles in the group under consideration. 

Cargo-carrying unit. As used in this 
part, cargo-carrying unit means any 
portion of a commercial motor vehicle 
(CMV) combination (other than a truck 
tractor) used for the carrying of cargo, 
including a trailer, semitrailer, or the 
cargo-carrying section of a single-unit 
truck. The length of the cargo carrying 
units of a CMV with two or more such 
units is measured from the front of the 
first unit to the rear of the last [in-
cluding the hitch(es) between the 
units]. 

Commercial motor vehicle. For pur-
poses of this regulation a motor vehicle 
designed or regularly used for carrying 

freight, merchandise, or more than ten 
passengers, whether loaded or empty, 
including buses, but not including vehi-
cles used for vanpools. 

Dromedary unit. A box, deck, or plate 
mounted behind the cab and forward of 
the fifth wheel on the frame of the 
power unit of a truck tractor- 
semitrailer combination. 

Federal-aid Primary System. The Fed-
eral-aid Highway System of rural arte-
rials and their extensions into or 
through urban areas in existence on 
June 1, 1991, as described in 23 U.S.C. 
103(b) in effect at that time. 

Fullmount. A fullmount is a smaller 
vehicle mounted completely on the 
frame of either the first or last vehicle 
in a saddlemount combination. 

Interstate System. The National Sys-
tem of Interstate and Defense High-
ways described in sections 103(e) and 
139(a) of Title 23, U.S.C. For the pur-
pose of this regulation this system in-
cludes toll roads designated as Inter-
state. 

Length exclusive devices. Devices ex-
cluded from the measurement of vehi-
cle length. Such devices shall not be 
designed or used to carry cargo. 

Longer combination vehicle (LCV). As 
used in this part, longer combination 
vehicle means any combination of a 
truck tractor and two or more trailers 
or semitrailers which operates on the 
Interstate System at a gross vehicle 
weight greater than 80,000 pounds. 

Maxi-cube vehicle. A maxi-cube vehi-
cle is a combination vehicle consisting 
of a power unit and a trailing unit, 
both of which are designed to carry 
cargo. The power unit is a nonarticu-
lated truck with one or more drive 
axles that carries either a detachable 
or a permanently attached cargo box. 
The trailing unit is a trailer or 
semitrailer with a cargo box so de-
signed that the power unit may be 
loaded and unloaded through the trail-
ing unit. Neither cargo box shall ex-
ceed 34 feet in length, excluding draw-
bar or hitching device; the distance 
from the front of the first to the rear of 
the second cargo box shall not exceed 
60 feet, including the space between the 
cargo boxes; and the overall length of 
the combination vehicle shall not ex-
ceed 65 feet, including the space be-
tween the cargo boxes. 
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