§115.206

process complaints alleging discrimi-
natory housing practices.

§115.206 Request for certification.

(a) A request for certification under
this subpart shall be filed with the As-
sistant Secretary by the State or local
official having principal responsibility
for administration of the State or local
fair housing law. The request shall be
supported by the following materials
and information:

(1) The text of the jurisdiction’s fair
housing law, the law creating and em-
powering the agency, any regulations
and directives issued under the law,
and any formal opinions of the State
Attorney General or the chief legal of-
ficer of the jurisdiction that pertain to
the jurisdiction’s fair housing law.

(2) Organizational information of the
agency responsible for administering
and enforcing the law.

(3) Funding and personnel made
available to the agency for administra-
tion and enforcement of the fair hous-
ing law during the current operating
year, and not less than the preceding
three operating years (or such lesser
number during which the law was in ef-
fect).

(4) If available, data demonstrating
that the agency’s current practices and
past performance comply with the per-
formance standards described iIn
§115.203.

(5) Any additional information which
the submitting official may wish to be
considered.

(b) The request and supporting mate-
rials shall be filed with the Assistant
Secretary for Fair Housing and Equal
Opportunity, Department of Housing
and Urban Development, 451 7th Street,
SW., Washington, DC 20410. A copy of
the request and supporting materials
will be kept available for public exam-
ination and copying at:

(1) The office of the Assistant Sec-
retary;

(2) The HUD Field Office in whose ju-
risdiction the State or local jurisdic-
tion seeking recognition is located; and

(3) The office of the State or local
agency charged with administration
and enforcement of the State or local
law.
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§115.207 Procedure for interim certifi-
cation.

(a) Upon receipt of a request for cer-
tification filed under §115.206, the As-
sistant Secretary may request further
information necessary for a determina-
tion to be made under this section. The
Assistant Secretary may consider the
relative priority given to fair housing
administration, as compared to the
agency’s other duties and responsibil-
ities, as well as the compatibility or
potential conflict of fair housing objec-
tives with these other duties and re-
sponsibilities.

(b) Interim certification. If the Assist-
ant Secretary determines, after appli-
cation of the criteria set forth in
§115.202 that the State or local law or
ordinance, on its face, provides sub-
stantive rights, procedures, remedies,
and judicial review procedures for al-
leged discriminatory housing practices
that are substantially equivalent to
those provided in the Act, the Assist-
ant Secretary may offer to enter into
an Agreement for the Interim Referral
of Complaints and Other Utilization of
Services (Interim Agreement). The in-
terim agreement will outline the pro-
cedures and authorities upon which the
interim certification is based.

(c) Such interim agreement, after it
is signed by all appropriate signatories,
will result in the agency receiving in-
terim certification.

(d)(1) Interim agreements shall be for
a term of no more than three years.
The Assistant Secretary, through the
FHEO Field Office, will conduct one or
more on-site assessments to determine
whether the agency administers its fair
housing law or ordinance in a manner
that is substantially equivalent to the
Act.

(2) Performance Improvement Plan. If
the agency is not administering its law
or ordinance in a manner that is sub-
stantially equivalent, the Assistant
Secretary, may, but need not, offer a
Performance Improvement Plan (PIP)
to the agency. The PIP will outline the
agency’s deficiencies, identify nec-
essary corrective actions, and include a
timetable for completion.

(3) If the agency receives a PIP, fund-
ing under the FHAP may be suspended
for the duration of the PIP. Once the
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