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§ 10.52 Practice which puts trade 
buyer independence at risk. 

The practice specified in this section 
is deemed to place trade buyer inde-
pendence at risk within the description 
of exclusion in § 10.51: Industry member 
payments of money to the employee(s) 
of a trade buyer without the knowledge 
or consent of the trade buyer-employer 
in return for the employee agreeing to 
order distilled spirits, wine, or malt 
beverages from the industry member. 
The practice enumerated here is an ex-
ample and does not constitute a com-
plete list of those situations which re-
sult in such control.

§ 10.53 Practices not resulting in ex-
clusion. [Reserved]

§ 10.54 Criteria for determining trade 
buyer independence. 

The criteria specified in this section 
are indications that a particular prac-
tice between an industry member and 
an officer, employee, or representative 
of a trade buyer, other than those in 
§ 10.52, places trade buyer independence 
at risk. A practice need not meet all of 
the criteria specified in this section in 
order to place trade buyer independ-
ence at risk. 

(a) The practice restricts or hampers 
the free economic choice of a trade 
buyer to decide which products to pur-
chase or the quantity in which to pur-
chase them for sale to retailers and 
consumers. 

(b) The industry member obligates 
the trade buyer to participate in the 
promotion to obtain the industry mem-
ber’s product. 

(c) The trade buyer has a continuing 
obligation to purchase or otherwise 
promote the industry member’s prod-
uct. 

(d) The trade buyer has a commit-
ment not to terminate its relationship 
with the industry member with respect 
to purchase of the industry member’s 
products. 

(e) The practice involves the industry 
member in the day-to-day operations of 
the trade buyer. For example, the in-
dustry member controls the trade buy-
er’s decisions on which brand of prod-
ucts to purchase, the pricing of prod-
ucts, or the manner in which the prod-

ucts will be displayed on the trade buy-
er’s premises. 

(f) The practice is discriminatory in 
that it is not offered to all trade buyers 
in the local market on the same terms 
without business reasons present to 
justify the difference in treatment.
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Subpart A—Scope of Regulations
§ 11.1 General. 

The regulations in this part, issued 
pursuant to section 105 of the Federal 
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Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, Treasury § 11.6

Alcohol Administration Act (27 U.S.C. 
205), specify arrangements which are 
consignment sales under section 105(d) 
of the Act and contain guidelines con-
cerning return of distilled spirits, wine 
and malt beverages from a trade buyer. 
This part does not attempt to enu-
merate all of the practices prohibited 
by section 105(d) of the Act. Nothing in 
this part shall operate to exempt any 
person from the requirements of any 
State law or regulation. 

[T.D. ATF–364, 60 FR 20427, Apr. 26, 1995]

§ 11.2 Territorial extent. 
This part applies to the several 

States of the United States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.

§ 11.3 Application. 
(a) General. The regulations in this 

part apply to transactions between in-
dustry members and trade buyers. 

(b) Transactions involving State agen-
cies. The regulations in this part apply 
to transactions involving State agen-
cies operating as retailers or whole-
salers.

§ 11.4 Jurisdictional limits. 
(a) General. The regulations in this 

part apply where: 
(1) The industry member sells, offers 

for sale, or contracts to sell to a trade 
buyer engaged in the sale of distilled 
spirits, wines, or malt beverages, or for 
any such trade buyer to purchase, offer 
to purchase, or contract to purchase, 
any such products on consignment or 
under conditional sale or with the 
privilege of return or on any basis 
other than a bona fide sale, or where 
any part of such transaction involves, 
directly or indirectly, the acquisition 
by such person from the trade buyer or 
the agreement to acquire from the 
trade buyer other distilled spirits, 
wine, or malt beverages; and, 

(2) If: (i) The sale, purchase, offer or 
contract is made in the course of inter-
state or foreign commerce; or 

(ii) The industry member engages in 
using the practice to such an extent as 
substantially to restrain or prevent 
transactions in interstate or foreign 
commerce in any such products; or 

(iii) The direct effect of the sale, pur-
chase, offer or contract is to prevent, 

deter, hinder, or restrict other persons 
from selling or offering for sale any 
such products to such trade buyer in 
interstate or foreign commerce. 

(b) Malt beverages. In the case of malt 
beverages, this part applies to trans-
actions between a retailer in any State 
and a brewer, importer, or wholesaler 
of malt beverages inside or outside 
such State only to the extent that the 
law of such State imposes require-
ments similar to the requirements of 
section 5(d) of the Federal Alcohol Ad-
ministration Act (27 U.S.C. 205(d)), 
with respect to similar transactions be-
tween a retailer in such State and a 
brewer, importer, or wholesaler of malt 
beverages in such State.

§ 11.5 Delegations of the Director. 

Most of the regulatory authorities of 
the Director contained in this part 11 
are delegated to appropriate ATF offi-
cers. These ATF officers are specified 
in ATF Order 1130.7, Delegation Order—
Delegation of the Director’s Authori-
ties in 27 CFR Parts 6, 8, 10 and 11. ATF 
delegation orders, such as ATF Order 
1130.7, are available to any interested 
person by mailing a request to the ATF 
Distribution Center, P.O. Box 5950, 
Springfield, Virginia 22150–5190, or by 
accessing the ATF web site (http://
www.atf.treas.gov/). 

[T.D. ATF–428, 65 FR 52021, Aug. 28, 2000]

§ 11.6 Administrative provisions. 

(a) General. The Act makes applicable 
the provisions including penalties of 
sections 49 and 50 of Title 15, United 
States Code, to the jurisdiction, powers 
and duties of the Director under this 
Act, and to any person (whether or not 
a corporation) subject to the provisions 
of law administered by the Director 
under this Act. 

(b) Examination and subpoena. Any 
appropriate ATF officer shall at all 
reasonable times have access to, for 
the purpose of examination, and the 
right to copy any documentary evi-
dence of any person, partnership, or 
corporation being investigated or pro-
ceeded against. An appropriate ATF of-
ficer shall also have the power to re-
quire by subpoena the attendance and 
testimony of witnesses and the produc-
tion of all such documentary evidence 
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