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then no physical inventory is required 
for that quarter. 

(b) Raw ingredients and nonbeverage 
products. When necessary for ensuring 
compliance with regulations and pro-
tection of the revenue, the appropriate 
ATF officer may require a manufac-
turer to take physical inventories of 
finished nonbeverage products, and/or 
raw ingredients intended for use in the 
manufacture of nonbeverage or inter-
mediate products. The results of such 
inventories shall be recorded in the 
manufacturer’s records. Any discrep-
ancy between the amounts on hand as 
disclosed by physical inventory and 
such amounts as indicated by the man-
ufacturer’s records shall also be re-
corded with an explanation of its 
cause.

§ 17.168 Recovered spirits. 

(a) Each manufacturer intending to 
recover distilled spirits under the pro-
visions of this part shall first notify 
the appropriate ATF officer. Any appa-
ratus used to separate alcohol is sub-
ject to the registration requirements of 
26 U.S.C. 5179 and subpart C of part 29 
of this chapter. Recovery operations 
shall only be conducted on the prem-
ises covered by the manufacturer’s spe-
cial tax stamp. 

(b) The manufacturer shall keep a 
record of the distilled spirits recovered 
and the subsequent use to which such 
spirits are put. The record shall show— 

(1) The date of recovery; 
(2) The commodity or process from 

which the spirits were recovered; 
(3) The amount in proof gallons, or 

by weight and proof (or alcohol per-
centage by volume) of distilled spirits 
recovered; 

(4) The amount in proof gallons, or 
by weight and proof (or alcohol per-
centage by volume) of recovered dis-
tilled spirits reused; 

(5) The commodity in which the re-
covered distilled spirits were reused; 
and 

(6) The date of reuse. 
(c) Whenever recovered spirits are de-

stroyed (see § 17.183), the record shall 
further show— 

(1) The reason for the destruction; 
(2) The date, time, location, and man-

ner of destruction; 

(3) The number of proof gallons de-
stroyed; and 

(4) The name of the individual who 
accomplished or supervised the de-
struction. 

[T.D. ATF–379, 61 FR 31412, June 20, 1996, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–462, 66 FR 42736, Aug. 
15, 2001]

§ 17.169 Transfer of intermediate prod-
ucts. 

When intermediate products are 
transferred as permitted by § 17.185(b), 
supporting records of such transfers 
shall be kept at the shipping and re-
ceiving plants, showing the date and 
quantity of each product transferred.

§ 17.170 Retention of records. 
Each manufacturer shall retain for a 

period of not less than 3 years all 
records required by this part, a copy of 
all claims and supporting data filed in 
support thereof, all commercial in-
voices or other documents evidencing 
taxpayment or tax-determination of 
domestic spirits, all documents evi-
dencing taxpayment of imported spir-
its, and all bills of lading received 
which pertain to shipments of spirits. 
In addition, a copy of each formula 
submitted on ATF Form 5154.1 shall be 
retained at each factory where the for-
mula is used, for not less than 3 years 
from the date of filing of the last claim 
for drawback under the formula. A 
copy of an approval to use an alternate 
method or procedure shall be retained 
as long as the manufacturer employs 
the method or procedure, and for 3 
years thereafter. Further, the appro-
priate ATF officer may require these 
records, forms, and documents to be re-
tained for an additional period of not 
more than 3 years in any case where he 
or she deems such retention to be nec-
essary or advisable for protection of 
the revenue.

§ 17.171 Inspection of records. 
All of the records, forms, and docu-

ments required to be retained by 
§ 17.170 shall be kept at the place cov-
ered by the special tax stamp and shall 
be readily available during the manu-
facturer’s regular business hours for 
examination and copying by appro-
priate ATF officers. At the same time, 
any other books, papers, records or 
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