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the Director if the bottles are found 
to— 

(1) Meet the requirements of 27 CFR 
part 5; 

(2) Be distinctive; 
(3) Be suitable for their intended pur-

pose; 
(4) Not jeopardize the revenue; and 
(5) Not be deceptive to the consumer. 

The applicant shall keep a copy of the 
approved ATF Form 5100.31, including 
an approved photograph (both front 
and back) of the distinctive liquor bot-
tle, on file at his premises. If ATF 
Form 5100.31 is disapproved, the appli-
cant shall be notified of the Director’s 
decision and the reasons therefor. 

(c) Cross reference. For procedures re-
garding issuance, denial and revocation 
of distinctive liquor bottle approvals, 
as well as appeal procedures, see part 
13 of this chapter. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1374, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5301))

[T.D. ATF–198, 50 FR 8464, Mar. 1, 1985, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–242, 51 FR 39525, Oct. 
29, 1986; T.D. ATF–406, 64 FR 2134, Jan. 13, 
1999]

§ 19.634 Receipt and storage of liquor 
bottles. 

No proprietor shall accept shipment 
or delivery of liquor bottles except 
from the manufacturer thereof, a sup-
plier abroad, or another proprietor. 
However, the regional director (compli-
ance) may, pursuant to letterhead ap-
plication, authorize a proprietor to re-
ceive and reuse liquor bottles assem-
bled for such proprietor as provided in 
27 CFR 194.263. Liquor bottles, includ-
ing those of less than 200 ml capacity, 
shall be stored in a safe and secure 
place, either on the proprietor’s quali-
fied premises or at another location. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1374, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5301))

§ 19.635 Bottles to be used for display 
purposes. 

Liquor bottles may be furnished to 
liquor dealers for display purposes, pro-
vided that each bottle is marked to 
show that it is to be used for such pur-
pose. The disposition of such bottles, 
showing names and addresses of con-
signees, dates of shipment, and size, 
quantity, and description of bottles, 

shall be included in the records re-
quired under § 19.747. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0198) 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1374, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5301)) 

[T.D. ATF–206, 50 FR 23952, June 7, 1985]

§ 19.636 Bottles for testing purposes. 
Proprietors may ship liquor bottles 

to persons for testing. The disposition 
of such bottles, showing the name and 
address of the person to whom the bot-
tles are shipped, date of shipment, and 
the size and number of bottles shipped, 
shall be included in the records re-
quired under § 19.747. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1374, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5301))

§ 19.637 Bottles not consitituting ap-
proved containers. 

The Director shall disapprove for use 
as a liquor bottle any bottle, including 
a bottle of less than 200 ml capacity, 
which he determines to be deceptive. 
Any such bottle is not an approved 
container for the purposes of § 19.581 of 
this part, and shall not be used for 
packaging distilled spirits for domestic 
purposes. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1374, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5301))

§ 19.638 Disposition of stocks of liquor 
bottles. 

When a proprietor discontinues oper-
ations, or permanently discontinues 
the use of a particular size or type of 
liquor bottle, the stocks of such bottles 
on hand shall either be disposed of to 
another person authorized to receive 
liquor bottles, or destroyed, including 
disposition for purposes which will 
render them unusable as bottles. How-
ever, on approval of a written applica-
tion by the regional director (compli-
ance) of the region in which the propri-
etor’s plant is located, liquor bottles 
may be otherwise disposed of. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1374, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5301))

§ 19.639 Use and resale of liquor bot-
tles. 

No proprietor shall use any liquor 
bottle except for packaging distilled 
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