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100.136 Use of church or community room. 
100.137 Invitations, food, and beverages. 
100.138 Sale of food or beverages by vendor. 
100.139 Unreimbursed payment for transpor-

tation and subsistence expenses. 
100.140 Slate cards and sample ballots. 
100.141 Payment by corporations and labor 

organizations. 
100.142 Bank loans. 
100.143 Brokerage loans and lines of credit 

to candidates. 
100.144 Office building for State, local, or 

district party committees or organiza-
tions. 

100.145 Legal or accounting services to po-
litical party committees. 

100.146 Legal or accounting services to 
other political committees. 

100.147 Volunteer activity for party com-
mittees. 

100.148 Volunteer activity for candidate. 
100.149 Voter registration and get-out-the-

vote activities for Presidential Can-
didates (‘‘coattails’’ exception). 

100.150 Ballot access fees. 
100.151 Recounts. 
100.152 Fundraising costs for Presidential 

candidates. 
100.153 Routine living expenses. 
100.154 Candidate debates.

AUTHORITY: 2 U.S.C. 431, 434, and 438(a)(8).

SOURCE: 45 FR 15094, Mar. 7, 1980, unless 
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General Definitions
§ 100.1 Scope. 

This subchapter is issued by the Fed-
eral Election Commission to imple-
ment the Federal Election Campaign 
Act of 1971 (Pub. L. 92–225), as amended 
by Public Law 93–443, Public Law 94–
283, Public Law 95–216, and Public Law 
96–187.

§ 100.2 Election (2 U.S.C. 431(1)). 
(a) Election means the process by 

which individuals, whether opposed or 
unopposed, seek nomination for elec-
tion, or election, to Federal office. The 
specific types of elections, as set forth 
at 11 CFR 100.2 (b), (c), (d), (e) and (f) 
are included in this definition. 

(b) General election. A general elec-
tion is an election which meets either 
of the following conditions: 

(1) An election held in even numbered 
years on the Tuesday following the 
first Monday in November is a general 
election. 

(2) An election which is held to fill a 
vacancy in a Federal office (i.e., a spe-

cial election) and which is intended to 
result in the final selection of a single 
individual to the office at stake is a 
general election. See 11 CFR 100.2(f). 

(c) Primary election. A primary elec-
tion is an election which meets one of 
the following conditions: 

(1) An election which is held prior to 
a general election, as a direct result of 
which candidates are nominated, in ac-
cordance with applicable State law, for 
election to Federal office in a subse-
quent election is a primary election. 

(2) An election which is held for the 
expression of a preference for the nomi-
nation of persons for election to the of-
fice of President of the United States is 
a primary election. 

(3) An election which is held to elect 
delegates to a national nominating 
convention is a primary election. 

(4) With respect to individuals seek-
ing federal office as independent can-
didates, or without nomination by a 
major party (as defined in 26 U.S.C. 
9002(6)), the primary election is consid-
ered to occur on one of the following 
dates, at the choice of the candidate: 

(i) The day prescribed by applicable 
State law as the last day to qualify for 
a position on the general election bal-
lot may be designated as the primary 
election for such candidate. 

(ii) The date of the last major party 
primary election, caucus, or conven-
tion in that State may be designated as 
the primary election for such can-
didate. 

(iii) In the case of non-major parties, 
the date of the nomination by that 
party may be designated as the pri-
mary election for such candidate. 

(5) With respect to any major party 
candidate (as defined at 26 U.S.C. 
9002(6)) who is unopposed for nomina-
tion within his or her own party, and 
who is certified to appear as that par-
ty’s nominee in the general election for 
the office sought, the primary election 
is considered to have occurred on the 
date on which the primary election was 
held by the candidate’s party in that 
State. 

(d) Runoff election. Runoff election 
means the election which meets either 
of the following conditions: 

(1) The election held after a primary 
election, and prescribed by applicable 
State law as the means for deciding 
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which candidate(s) should be certified 
as a nominee for the Federal office 
sought, is a runoff election. 

(2) The election held after a general 
election and prescribed by applicable 
State law as the means for deciding 
which candidate should be certified as 
an officeholder elect, is a runoff elec-
tion. 

(e) Caucus or Convention. A caucus or 
convention of a political party is an 
election if the caucus or convention 
has the authority to select a nominee 
for federal office on behalf of that 
party. 

(f) Special election. Special election 
means an election which is held to fill 
a vacancy in a Federal office. A special 
election may be a primary, general, or 
runoff election, as defined at 11 CFR 
100.2 (b), (c) and (d).

§ 100.3 Candidate (2 U.S.C. 431(2)). 
(a) Definition. Candidate means an in-

dividual who seeks nomination for 
election, or election, to federal office. 
An individual becomes a candidate for 
Federal office whenever any of the fol-
lowing events occur: 

(1) The individual has received con-
tributions aggregating in excess of 
$5,000 or made expenditures aggre-
gating in excess of $5,000. 

(2) The individual has given his or 
her consent to another person to re-
ceive contributions or make expendi-
tures on behalf of that individual and 
such person has received contributions 
aggregating in excess of $5,000 or made 
expenditures aggregating in excess of 
$5,000. 

(3) After written notification by the 
Commission that any other person has 
received contributions aggregating in 
excess of $5,000 or made expenditures 
aggregating in excess of $5,000 on the 
individual’s behalf, the individual fails 
to disavow such activity by letter to 
the Commission within 30 days of re-
ceipt of the notification. 

(4) The aggregate of contributions re-
ceived under 11 CFR 100.3(a) (1), (2), and 
(3), in any combination thereof, ex-
ceeds $5,000, or the aggregate of ex-
penditures made under 11 CFR 100.3(a) 
(1), (2), and (3), in any combination 
thereof, exceeds $5,000. 

(b) Election cycle. For purposes of de-
termining whether an individual is a 

candidate under this section, contribu-
tions or expenditures shall be aggre-
gated on an election cycle basis. An 
election cycle shall begin on the first 
day following the date of the previous 
general election for the office or seat 
which the candidate seeks, unless con-
tributions or expenditures are des-
ignated for another election cycle. For 
an individual who receives contribu-
tions or makes expenditures designated 
for another election cycle, the election 
cycle shall begin at the time such indi-
vidual, or any other person acting on 
the individual’s behalf, first receives 
contributions or makes expenditures in 
connection with the designated elec-
tion. The election cycle shall end on 
the date on which the general election 
for the office or seat that the indi-
vidual seeks is held.

§ 100.4 Federal office (2 U.S.C. 431(3)). 

Federal office means the office of 
President or Vice President of the 
United States, Senator or Representa-
tive in, or Delegate or Resident Com-
missioner to, the Congress of the 
United States.

§ 100.5 Political committee (2 U.S.C. 
431 (4), (5), (6)). 

Political committee means any group 
meeting one of the following condi-
tions: 

(a) Except as provided in 11 CFR 100.5 
(b), (c) and (d), any committee, club, 
association, or other group of persons 
which receives contributions aggre-
gating in excess of $1,000 or which 
makes expenditures aggregating in ex-
cess of $1,000 during a calendar year is 
a political committee. 

(b) Any separate segregated fund es-
tablished under 2 U.S.C. 441b(b)(2)(C) is 
a political committee. 

(c) Any local committee of a political 
party is a political committee if: it re-
ceives contributions aggregating in ex-
cess of $5,000 during a calendar year; it 
makes payments exempted from the 
definition of contribution, under 11 
CFR 100.80, 100.87, and 100.89 and ex-
penditure, under 11 CFR 100.140, 100.147, 
and 100.149, which payments aggregate 
in excess of $5,000 during a calendar 
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