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PART 104—REPORTS BY POLITICAL 
COMMITTEES (2 U.S.C. 434)

Sec.
104.1 Scope (2 U.S.C. 434(a)). 
104.2 Forms. 
104.3 Contents of reports (2 U.S.C. 434(b), 

439a). 
104.4 Independent expenditures by political 

committees (2 U.S.C. 434(b), (d), and (g)). 
104.5 Filing dates (2 U.S.C. 434(a)(2)). 
104.6 Form and content of internal commu-

nications reports (2 U.S.C. 431(9)(B)(iii)). 
104.7 Best efforts (2 U.S.C. 432(i)). 
104.8 Uniform reporting of receipts. 
104.9 Uniform reporting of disbursements. 
104.10 Reporting by separate segregated 

funds and nonconnected committees of 
expenses allocated among candidates and 
activities. 

104.11 Continuous reporting of debts and ob-
ligations. 

104.12 Beginning cash on hand for political 
committees. 

104.13 Disclosure of receipt and consump-
tion of in-kind contributions. 

104.14 Formal requirements regarding re-
ports and statements. 

104.15 Sale or use restriction (2 U.S.C. 
438(a)(4)). 

104.16 Audits (2 U.S.C. 438(b)). 
104.17 Reporting of allocable expenses by 

party committees. 
104.18 Electronic filing of reports (2 U.S.C. 

432(d) and 434(a)(11)). 
104.19 Special reporting requirements for 

principal campaign committees of can-
didates for election to the United States 
Senate or United States House of Rep-
resentatives. 

104.20 Reporting electioneering communica-
tions (2 U.S.C. 434(f)).

AUTHORITY: 2 U.S.C. 431(1), 431(8), 431(9), 
432(i), 434, 438(a)(8) and (b), 439a, and 441a.

SOURCE: 45 FR 15108, Mar. 7, 1980, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 104.1 Scope (2 U.S.C. 434(a)). 
(a) Who must report. Each treasurer of 

a political committee required to reg-
ister under 11 CFR part 102 shall report 
in accordance with 11 CFR part 104. 

(b) Who may report. An individual 
seeking federal office who has not at-
tained candidate status under 11 CFR 
100.3, the committee of such an indi-
vidual or any other committee may 
voluntarily register and report in ac-
cordance with 11 CFR parts 102 and 104. 
An individual shall not become a can-
didate solely by voluntarily filing a re-
port, nor shall such individual, the in-
dividual’s committee, nor any other 

committee be required to file all re-
ports under 11 CFR 104.5, unless the in-
dividual becomes a candidate under 11 
CFR 100.3 or unless the committee be-
comes a political committee under 11 
CFR 100.5.

§ 104.2 Forms. 
(a) Each report filed by a political 

committee under 11 CFR part 104 shall 
be filed on the appropriate FEC form as 
set forth below at 11 CFR 104.2(e). 

(b) Forms may be obtained from the 
Federal Election Commission, 999 E 
Street, NW., Washington, DC 20463. 

(c) A committee may reproduce FEC 
forms for its own use provided they are 
not reduced in size. 

(d) With prior approval of the Com-
mission a committee may use, for re-
porting purposes, computer produced 
schedules of itemized receipts and dis-
bursements provided they are reduced 
to the size of FEC forms. The com-
mittee shall submit a sample of the 
proposed format with its request for 
approval. 

(e) The following forms shall be used 
by the indicated type of reporting com-
mittee: 

(1) Presidential committees. The au-
thorized committees of a candidate for 
President or Vice President shall file 
on FEC Form 3–P. 

(2) Congressional candidate committees. 
The authorized committees of a can-
didate for the Senate or the House of 
Representatives shall file on FEC Form 
3. 

(3) Political Committees Other than Au-
thorized Committees. Political commit-
tees other than authorized committees 
shall file reports on FEC Form 3–X. 

[45 FR 15108, Mar. 7, 1980, as amended at 45 
FR 21209, Apr. 1, 1980; 50 FR 50778, Dec. 12, 
1985]

§ 104.3 Contents of reports (2 U.S.C. 
434(b), 439a). 

(a) Reporting of Receipts. Each report 
filed under § 104.1 shall disclose the 
total amount of receipts for the report-
ing period and for the calendar year (or 
for the election cycle, in the case of an 
authorized committee) and shall dis-
close the information set forth at para-
graphs (a)(1) through (a)(4) of this sec-
tion. The first report filed by a polit-
ical committee shall also include all 
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amounts received prior to becoming a 
political committee under § 100.5 of this 
chapter, even if such amounts were not 
received during the current reporting 
period. 

(1) Cash on hand. The amount of cash 
on hand at the beginning of the report-
ing period, including: currency; bal-
ance on deposit in banks, savings and 
loan institutions, and other depository 
institutions; traveler’s checks owned 
by the committee; certificates of de-
posit, treasury bills and any other 
committee investments valued at cost. 

(2) Categories of receipts for all political 
committees other than authorized commit-
tees. All committees other than author-
ized committees shall report the total 
amount of receipts received during the 
reporting period and, except for 
itemized and unitemized breakdowns, 
during the calendar year for each of 
the following categories: 

(i) Contributions from persons other 
than any committees; 

(A) Itemized contributions from per-
sons, other than any committees, in-
cluding contributions from individuals; 

(B) Unitemized contributions from 
persons, other than any committees, 
including contributions from individ-
uals; 

(C) Total contributions from persons 
other than any committees, including 
contributions from individuals; 

(ii) Contributions from political 
party committees, including contribu-
tions from party committees which are 
not political committees under the 
Act; 

(iii) Contributions from political 
committees, including contributions 
from committees which are not polit-
ical committees under the Act but ex-
cluding contributions from any party 
committees; 

(iv) Total contributions; 
(v) Transfers from affiliated commit-

tees or organizations and, where the re-
porting committee is a political party 
committee, transfers from other party 
committees of the same party, regard-
less of whether such committees are af-
filiated; 

(vi) All loans; 
(vii) Offsets to operating expendi-

tures; 

(A) Itemized offsets to operating ex-
penditures (such as rebates and re-
funds); 

(B) Unitemized offsets to operating 
expenditures (such as rebates and re-
funds); 

(C) Total offsets to operating expend-
itures; 

(viii) Other receipts: 
(A) Itemized other receipts (such as 

dividends and interest); 
(B) Unitemized other receipts (such 

as dividends and interest); 
(C) The total sum of all other re-

ceipts. 
(ix) The total sum of all receipts. 
(3) Categories of receipts for authorized 

committees. An authorized committee of 
a candidate for Federal office shall re-
port the total amount of receipts re-
ceived during the reporting period and, 
except for itemized and unitemized 
breakdowns, during the election cycle 
in each of the following categories: 

(i) Contributions from persons other 
than any committees; 

(A) Itemized contributions from per-
sons, other than any committees, in-
cluding contributions from individuals, 
but excluding contributions from a 
candidate to his or her authorized com-
mittees; 

(B) Unitemized contributions from 
persons, other than any committees, 
including contributions from individ-
uals, but excluding contributions from 
a candidate to his or her authorized 
committees; 

(C) Total contributions from persons 
other than any committees, including 
contributions from individuals, but ex-
cluding contributions from a candidate 
to his or her authorized committees; 

(ii) Contributions from the candidate, 
excluding loans which are reported 
under 11 CFR 104.3(a)(3)(vii)); 

(iii) Contributions from political 
party committees, including party 
committees which are not political 
committees under the Act, except that 
expenditures made under 11 CFR part 
109, subpart D (2 U.S.C. 441a(d)), by a 
party committee shall not be reported 
as contributions by the authorized 
committee on whose behalf they are 
made; 
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(iv) Contributions from committees, 
including contributions from commit-
tees which are not political commit-
tees under the Act, but excluding con-
tributions from any party committees; 

(v) Total contributions; 
(vi) Transfers from other authorized 

committee(s) of the same candidate, 
regardless of amount; 

(vii) Loans; 
(A) All loans to the committee, ex-

cept loans made, guaranteed, or en-
dorsed by a candidate to his or her au-
thorized committee; 

(B) Loans made, guaranteed, or en-
dorsed by a candidate to his or her au-
thorized committee including loans de-
rived from a bank loan to the can-
didate or from an advance on a can-
didate’s brokerage account, credit 
card, home equity line of credit, or 
other lines of credit described in 11 
CFR 100.7(b)(22) and 100.8(b)(24); and 

(C) Total loans; 
(viii) For authorized committee(s) of 

Presidential candidates, federal funds 
received under chapters 95 and 96 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (Title 26, 
United States Code); 

(ix) Offsets to operating expendi-
tures; 

(A) Itemized offsets to operating ex-
penditures (such as refunds and re-
bates); 

(B) Unitemized offsets to operating 
expenditures (such as refunds and re-
bates); 

(C) Total offsets to operating expend-
itures; 

(x) Other receipts; 
(A) Itemized other receipts (such as 

dividends and interest); 
(B) Unitemized other receipts (such 

as dividends and interest); 
(C) Total other receipts; 
(xi) Total receipts. 
(4) Itemization of receipts for all polit-

ical committees including authorized and 
unauthorized committees. The identifica-
tion (as defined at § 100.12 of this chap-
ter) of each contributor and the aggre-
gate year-to-date (or aggregate elec-
tion-cycle-to-date, in the case of an au-
thorized committee) total for such con-
tributor in each of the following cat-
egories shall be reported. 

(i) Each person, other than any polit-
ical committee, who makes a contribu-
tion to the reporting political com-

mittee during the reporting period, 
whose contribution or contributions 
aggregate in excess of $200 per calendar 
year (or per election cycle in the case 
of an authorized committee), together 
with the date of receipt and amount of 
any such contributions, except that the 
reporting political committee may 
elect to report such information for 
contributors of lesser amount(s) on a 
separate schedule; 

(ii) All committees (including polit-
ical committees and committees which 
do not qualify as political committees 
under the Act) which make contribu-
tions to the reporting committee dur-
ing the reporting period, together with 
the date of receipt and amount of any 
such contribution; 

(iii) Transfers; 
(A) For authorized committees of a 

candidate for Federal office, each au-
thorized committee which makes a 
transfer to the reporting committee, 
together with the date and amount of 
such transfer; 

(B) For committees which are not au-
thorized by a candidate for Federal of-
fice, each affiliated committee or orga-
nization which makes a transfer to the 
reporting committee during the report-
ing period and, where the reporting 
committee is a political party com-
mittee, each transfer of funds to the re-
porting committee from another party 
committee regardless of whether such 
committees are affiliated, together 
with the date and amount of such 
transfer; 

(iv) Each person who makes a loan to 
the reporting committee or to the can-
didate acting as an agent of the com-
mittee, during the reporting period, to-
gether with the identification of any 
endorser or guarantor of such loan, the 
date such loan was made and the 
amount or value of such loan; 

(v) Each person who provides a re-
bate, refund or other offset to oper-
ating expenditures to the reporting po-
litical committee in an aggregate 
amount or value in excess of $200 with-
in the calendar year (or within the 
election cycle, in the case of an author-
ized committee), together with the 
date and amount of any such receipt; 
and 

(vi) Each person who provides any 
dividend, interest, or other receipt to 
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the reporting political committee in an 
aggregate value or amount in excess of 
$200 within the calendar year (or with-
in the election cycle, in the case of an 
authorized committee), together with 
the date and amount of any such re-
ceipt. 

(b) Reporting of disbursements. Each 
report filed under § 104.1 shall disclose 
the total amount of all disbursements 
for the reporting period and for the cal-
endar year (or for the election cycle, in 
the case of an authorized committees) 
and shall disclose the information set 
forth at paragraphs (b)(1) through (b)(4) 
of this section. The first report filed by 
a political committee shall also in-
clude all amounts disbursed prior to 
becoming a political committee under 
§ 100.5 of this chapter, even if such 
amounts were not disbursed during the 
current reporting period. 

(1) Categories of disbursements for polit-
ical committees other than authorized 
committees. All political committees 
other than authorized committees 
shall report the total amount of dis-
bursements made during the reporting 
period and, except for itemized and 
unitemized breakdowns, during the cal-
endar year in each of the following cat-
egories: 

(i) Operating expenditures; 
(A) Itemized operating expenditures; 
(B) Unitemized operating expendi-

tures; 
(C) Total operating expenditures; 
(ii) Transfers to affiliated commit-

tees or organizations and, where the re-
porting committee is a political party 
committee, transfers to other political 
party committees regardless of wheth-
er they are affiliated; 

(iii) Repayment of all loans; 
(iv) Offsets; 
(A) Itemized offsets to contributions 

(including contribution refunds); 
(B) Unitemized offsets to contribu-

tions (including contribution refunds); 
(C) Total offsets to contributions; 
(v) Contributions made to other po-

litical committees; 
(vi) Loans made by the reporting 

committee; 
(vii) Independent expenditures made 

by the reporting committee; 
(viii) Expenditures made under 11 

CFR part 109, subpart D (2 U.S.C. 
441a(d)), See 11 CFR 104.3(a)(3)(iii); 

(ix) Other disbursements; 
(A) Itemized other disbursements; 
(B) Unitemized other disbursements; 
(C) Total other disbursements; 
(x) Total disbursements. 
(2) Categories of disbursements for au-

thorized committees. An authorized com-
mittee of a candidate for Federal office 
shall report the total amount of dis-
bursements made during the reporting 
period and, except for itemized and 
unitemized breakdowns, during the 
election cycle in each of the following 
categories: 

(i) Operating expenditures; 
(A) Itemized operating expenditures; 
(B) Unitemized operating expendi-

tures; 
(C) Total operating expenditures; 
(ii) Transfers to other committees 

authorized by the same candidate; 
(iii) Repayment of loans; 
(A) Repayment of loans made, guar-

anteed, or endorsed by the candidate to 
his or her authorized committee in-
cluding loans derived from a bank loan 
to the candidate or from an advance on 
a candidate’s brokerage account, credit 
card, home equity line of credit, or 
other lines of credit described in 11 
CFR 100.7(b)(22) and 100.8(b)(24); 

(B) Repayment of all other loans; 
(C) Total loan repayments; 
(iv) For an authorized committee of a 

candidate for the office of President, 
disbursements not subject to the limi-
tations of 11 CFR 110.8 (2 U.S.C. 
441a(b)); 

(v) Offsets; 
(A) Itemized offsets to contributions 

(including contribution refunds); 
(B) Unitemized offsets to contribu-

tions (including contribution refunds); 
(C) Total offsets to contributions; 
(vi) Other disbursements; 
(A) Itemized other disbursements; 
(B) Unitemized other disbursements; 
(C) Total other disbursements; 
(vii) Total disbursements. 
(3) Itemization of disbursements by po-

litical committees other than authorized 
committees. Each political committee, 
other than an authorized committee, 
shall report the full name and address 
of each person in each of the following 
categories, as well as the information 
required by each category; 

(i) Each person to whom an expendi-
ture in an aggregate amount or value 
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in excess of $200 within the calendar 
year is made by the reporting com-
mittee to meet the committee’s oper-
ating expenses, together with the date, 
amount, and purpose of such operating 
expenditure; 

(A) As used in 11 CFR 104.3(b)(3), pur-
pose means a brief statement or 
decription of why the disbursement 
was made. 

(B) Examples of statements or de-
scriptions which meet the require-
ments of 11 CFR 104.3(b)(3) include the 
following: dinner expenses, media, sal-
ary, polling, travel, party fees, phone 
banks, travel expenses, travel expense 
reimbursement, and catering costs. 
However, statements or descriptions 
such as advance, election day expenses, 
other expenses, expenses, expense reim-
bursement, miscellaneous, outside serv-
ices, get-out-the-vote and voter registra-
tion would not meet the requirements 
of 11 CFR 104.3(b)(3) for reporting the 
purpose of an expenditure. 

(ii) Each affiliated committee to 
which a transfer is made by the report-
ing committee during the reporting pe-
riod and, where the reporting com-
mittee is a political party committee, 
each transfer of funds by the reporting 
committee to another political party 
committee, regardless of whether such 
committees are affiliated, together 
with the date and amount of such 
transfer; 

(iii) Each person who receives a loan 
repayment from the reporting com-
mittee during the reporting period, to-
gether with the date and amount of 
such loan repayment; 

(iv) Each person who receives a con-
tribution refund or other offset to con-
tributions from the reporting com-
mittee where such contribution refund 
was reported under 11 CFR 
104.3(b)(1)(iv), together with the date 
and amount of such refund or offset; 

(v) Each political committee which 
has received a contribution from the 
reporting committee during the report-
ing period, together with the date and 
amount of any such contribution, and, 
in the case of a contribution to an au-
thorized committee, the candidate’s 
name and office sought (including 
State and Congressional district, if ap-
plicable); 

(vi) Each person who has received a 
loan from the reporting committee 
during the reporting period, together 
with the date and amount or value of 
such loan; 

(vii) (A) Each person who receives 
any disbursement during the reporting 
period in an aggregate amount or value 
in excess of $200 within the calendar 
year in connection with an independent 
expenditure by the reporting com-
mittee, together with the date, 
amount, and purpose of any such inde-
pendent expenditure(s); 

(B) For each independent expenditure 
reported, the committee must also pro-
vide a statement which indicates 
whether such independent expenditure 
is in support of, or in opposition to a 
particular candidate, as well as the 
name of the candidate and office 
sought by such candidate (including 
State and Congressional district, when 
applicable), and a certification, under 
penalty of perjury, as to whether such 
independent expenditure is made in co-
operation, consultation or concert 
with, or at the request or suggestion of, 
any candidate or any authorized com-
mittee or agent of such committee; 

(C) The information required by 11 
CFR 104.3(b)(3)(vii) (A) and (B) shall be 
reported on Schedule E as part of a re-
port covering the reporting period in 
which the aggregate disbursements for 
any independent expenditure to any 
person exceed $200 per calendar year. 
Schedule E shall also include the total 
of all such expenditures of $200 or less 
made during the reporting period. 

(viii) Each person who receives any 
expenditure from the reporting com-
mittee during the reporting period in 
connection with an expenditure under 
11 CFR part 109, subpart D (2 USC 
441a(d)), together with the date, 
amount, and purpose of any such ex-
penditure as well as the name of, and 
office sought by (including State and 
Congressional district, when applica-
ble), the candidate on whose behalf the 
expenditure is made; and 

(ix) Each person who has received 
any disbursement within the reporting 
period not otherwise disclosed in ac-
cordance with 11 CFR 104.3(b)(3) to 
whom the aggregate amount or value 
of disbursements made by the report-
ing committee exceeds $200 within the 
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calendar year, together with the date, 
amount and purpose of any such dis-
bursement. 

(4) Itemization of disbursements by au-
thorized committees. Each authorized 
committee shall report the full name 
and address of each person in each of 
the following categories, as well as the 
information required by each category. 

(i) Each person to whom an expendi-
ture in an aggregate amount or value 
in excess of $200 within the election 
cycle is made by the reporting author-
ized committee to meet the authorized 
committee’s operating expenses, to-
gether with the date, amount and pur-
pose of each expenditure. 

(A) As used in this paragraph, purpose 
means a brief statement or description 
of why the disbursement was made. Ex-
amples of statements or descriptions 
which meet the requirements of this 
paragraph include the following: dinner 
expenses, media, salary, polling, travel, 
party fees, phone banks, travel ex-
penses, travel expense reimbursement, 
and catering costs. However, state-
ments or descriptions such as advance, 
election day expenses, other expenses, ex-
penses, expense reimbursement, miscella-
neous, outside services, get-out-the-vote 
and voter registration would not meet 
the requirements of this paragraph for 
reporting the purpose of an expendi-
ture. 

(B) In addition to reporting the pur-
pose described in paragraph (b)(4)(i)(A) 
of this section, whenever an authorized 
committee itemizes a disbursement 
that is partially or entirely a personal 
use for which reimbursement is re-
quired under 11 CFR 113.1(g)(1)(ii)(C) or 
(D), it shall provide a brief explanation 
of the activity for which reimburse-
ment is required. 

(ii) Each authorized committee of the 
same candidate to which a transfer is 
made by the reporting committee dur-
ing the reporting period, together with 
the date and amount of such transfer; 

(iii) Each person who receives a loan 
repayment, including a repayment of a 
loan of money derived from an advance 
on a candidate’s brokerage account, 
credit card, home equity line of credit, 
or other lines of credit described in 11 
CFR 100.7(b)(22) and 100.8(b)(24), from 
the reporting committee during the re-

porting period, together with the date 
and amount of such loan repayment; 

(iv) [Reserved] 
(v) Each person who receives a con-

tribution refund or other offset to con-
tributions from the reporting com-
mittee where such contribution refund 
was reported under 11 CFR 
104.3(b)(2)(v), together with the date 
and amount of such refund or offset. 

(vi) Each person who has received 
any disbursement(s) not otherwise dis-
closed under paragraph (b)(4) of this 
section to whom the aggregate amount 
or value of such disbursements exceeds 
$200 within the election cycle, together 
with the date, amount, and purpose of 
any such disbursement. 

(c) Summary of contributions and oper-
ating expenditures. Each report filed 
pursuant to § 104.1 shall disclose for 
both the reporting period and the cal-
endar year (or the election cycle, in the 
case of the authorized committee): 

(1)(i) The total contributions to the 
reporting committee; 

(ii) The total offsets to contributions; 
(iii) The net contributions (subtract 

total offsets from total contributions); 
(2)(i) The reporting committee’s total 

operating expenditures; 
(ii) The total offsets to operating ex-

penditures; 
(iii) The net operating expenditures 

(subtract total offsets from total oper-
ating expenditures). 

(d) Reporting debts and obligations. 
Each report filed under 11 CFR 104.1 
shall, on Schedule C or D, as appro-
priate, disclose the amount and nature 
of outstanding debts and obligations 
owed by or to the reporting committee. 
Loans, including a loan of money de-
rived from an advance on a candidate’s 
brokerage account, credit card, home 
equity line of credit, or other lines of 
credit described in 11 CFR 100.7(b)(22), 
obtained by an individual prior to be-
coming a candidate for use in connec-
tion with that individual’s campaign 
shall be reported as an outstanding 
loan owed to the lender by the can-
didate’s principal campaign com-
mittee, if such loans are outstanding at 
the time the individual becomes a can-
didate. Where such debts and obliga-
tions are settled for less than their re-
ported amount or value, each report 
filed under 11 CFR 104.1 shall contain a 
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statement as to the circumstances and 
conditions under which such debts or 
obligations were extinguished and the 
amount paid. See 11 CFR 116.7. 

(1) In addition, when a political com-
mittee obtains a loan from, or estab-
lishes a line of credit at, a lending in-
stitution as described in 11 CFR 
100.82(a) through (d) and 100.142(a) 
through (d), it shall disclose in the re-
port covering the period when the loan 
was obtained, the following informa-
tion on schedule C–1 or C–P–1: 

(i) The date and amount of the loan 
or line of credit; 

(ii) The interest rate and repayment 
schedule of the loan, or of each draw on 
the line of credit; 

(iii) The types and value of tradi-
tional collateral or other sources of re-
payment that secure the loan or the 
line of credit, and whether that secu-
rity interest is perfected; 

(iv) An explanation of the basis upon 
which the loan was made or the line of 
credit established, if not made on the 
basis of either traditional collateral or 
the other sources of repayment de-
scribed in 11 CFR 100.82(e)(1) and (2) 
and 100.142(e)(1) and (2); and 

(v) A certification from the lending 
institution that the borrower’s re-
sponses to paragraphs (d)(1)(i)–(iv) of 
this section are accurate, to the best of 
the lending institution’s knowledge; 
that the loan was made or the line of 
credit established on terms and condi-
tions (including interest rate) no more 
favorable at the time than those im-
posed for similar extensions of credit 
to other borrowers of comparable cred-
it worthiness; and that the lending in-
stitution is aware of the requirement 
that a loan or a line of credit must be 
made on a basis which assures repay-
ment and that the lending institution 
has complied with Commission regula-
tions at 11 CFR 100.82(a) through (d) 
and 100.142(a) through (d). 

(2) The political committee shall sub-
mit a copy of the loan or line of credit 
agreement which describes the terms 
and conditions of the loan or line of 
credit when it files Schedule C–1 or C–
P–1. This paragraph (d)(2) shall not 
apply to any Schedule C–1 or C–P–1 
that is filed pursuant to paragraph 
(d)(4) of this section. 

(3) The political committee shall file 
in the next due report a Schedule C–1 
or C–P–1 each time a draw is made on 
a line of credit, and each time a loan or 
line of credit is restructured to change 
the terms of repayment. This para-
graph (d)(3) shall not apply to any 
Schedule C–1 or C–P–1 that is filed pur-
suant to paragraph (d)(4) of this sec-
tion. 

(4) When a candidate obtains a bank 
loan or loan of money derived from an 
advance on the candidate’s brokerage 
account, credit card, home equity line 
of credit, or other line of credit de-
scribed in 11 CFR 100.7(b)(22) and 
100.8(b)(24) for use in connection with 
the candidate’s campaign, the can-
didate’s principal campaign committee 
shall disclose in the report covering 
the period when the loan was obtained, 
the following information on Schedule 
C–1 or C–P–1: 

(i) The date, amount, and interest 
rate of the loan, advance, or line of 
credit; 

(ii) The name and address of the lend-
ing institution; and 

(iii) The types and value of collateral 
or other sources of repayment that se-
cure the loan, advance, or line of cred-
it, if any. 

(e) Use of pseudonyms. (1) To deter-
mine whether the names and addresses 
of its contributors are being used in 
violation of 11 CFR 104.15 to solicit 
contributions or for commercial pur-
poses, a political committee may sub-
mit up to ten (10) pseudonyms on each 
report filed. 

(2) For purposes of this section, a 
pseudonym is a wholly fictitious name 
which does not represent the name of 
an actual contributor to a committee. 

(3) If a committee uses pseudonyms it 
shall subtract the total dollar amount 
of the fictitious contributions from the 
total amount listed as a memo entry 
on line 11(a) of the Detailed Summary 
page, Unitemized contributions from indi-
vidual persons other than political com-
mittees. Thus, the committee will, for 
this purpose only, be overstating the 
amount of itemized contributions re-
ceived and understating the amount of 
unitemized contributions received. 

(4) No authorized committee of a can-
didate shall attribute more than $1,000 
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in contributions to the same pseu-
donym for each election and no other 
political committee shall attribute 
more than $5,000 in contributions to 
the same pseudonym in any calendar 
year. 

(5) A committee using pseudonyms 
shall send a list of such pseudonyms 
under separate cover directly to the 
Reports Analysis Division, Federal 
Election Commission, 999 E Street, 
NW., Washington, DC 20463, on or be-
fore the date on which any report con-
taining such pseudonyms is filed with 
the Secretary of the Senate or the 
Commission. The Commission shall 
maintain the list, but shall exclude it 
from the public record. A committee 
shall not send any list of pseudonyms 
to the Secretary of the Senate or to 
any Secretary of State or equivalent 
state officer. 

(6) A political committee shall not 
use pseudonyms for the purpose of cir-
cumventing the reporting requirements 
or the limitations and prohibitions of 
the Act. 

(f) Consolidated reports. Each prin-
cipal campaign committee shall con-
solidate in each report those reports 
required to be filed with it. Such con-
solidated reports shall include: (1) Re-
ports submitted to it by any authorized 
committees and (2) the principal cam-
paign committee’s own report. Such 
consolidation shall be made on FEC 
Form 3–Z and shall be submitted with 
the reports of the principal campaign 
committee and with the reports, or ap-
plicable portions thereof, of the com-
mittees shown on the consolidation. 

(g) Building funds. (1) A political 
party committee must report gifts, 
subscriptions, loans, advances, deposits 
of money, or anything of value that are 
used by the political party committee’s 
Federal accounts to defray the costs of 
construction or purchase of the com-
mittee’s office building. See 11 CFR 
300.35. Such a receipt is a contribution 
subject to the limitations and prohibi-
tions of the Act and reportable as a 
contribution, regardless of whether the 
contributor has designated the funds or 
things of value for such purpose and re-
gardless of whether such funds are de-
posited in a separate Federal account 
dedicated to that purpose. 

(2) Gifts, subscriptions, loans, ad-
vances, deposits of money, or anything 
of value that are donated to a non-Fed-
eral account of a State or local party 
committee and are used by that party 
committee for the purchase or con-
struction of its office building are not 
contributions subject to the reporting 
requirements of the Act. The reporting 
of such funds or things of value is sub-
ject to State law. 

(3) Gifts, subscriptions, loans, ad-
vances, deposits of money, or anything 
of value that are used by a national 
committee of a political party to de-
fray the costs of construction or pur-
chase of the national committee’s of-
fice building are contributions subject 
to the requirements of paragraph (g)(1) 
of this section. 

(h) Legal and accounting services. A 
committee which receives legal or ac-
counting services pursuant to 11 CFR 
100.85 and 100.86 shall report as a memo 
entry, on Schedule A, the amounts paid 
for these services by the regular em-
ployer of the person(s) providing such 
services; the date(s) such services were 
performed; and the name of each per-
son performing such services. 

(i) Cumulative reports. The reports re-
quired to be filed under § 104.5 shall be 
cumulative for the calendar year (or 
for the election cycle, in the case of an 
authorized committee) to which they 
relate, but if there has been no change 
in a category reported in a previous re-
port during that year (or during that 
election cycle, in the case of an author-
ized committee), only the amount 
thereof need be carried forward. 

(j) Earmarked contributions. Ear-
marked contributions shall be reported 
in accordance with 11 CFR 110.6. See 
also 11 CFR 102.8(c). 

(k) Reporting Election Cycle Activity 
Occurring Prior to January 1, 2001. The 
aggregate of each category of receipt 
listed in paragraph (a)(3) of this sec-
tion, except those in paragraphs 
(a)(3)(i)(A) and (B) of this section, and 
for each category of disbursement list-
ed in paragraph (b)(2) of this section 
shall include amounts received or dis-
bursed on or after the day after the 
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last general election for the seat or of-
fice for which the candidate is running 
through December 31, 2000. 

[45 FR 15108, Mar. 7, 1980, as amended at 45 
FR 21209, Apr. 1, 1980; 50 FR 50778, Dec. 12, 
1985; 55 FR 26386, June 27, 1990; 56 FR 67124, 
Dec. 27, 1991; 60 FR 7874, Feb. 9, 1995; 61 FR 
3549, Feb. 1, 1996; 65 FR 42623, July 11, 2000; 66 
FR 59680, Nov. 30, 2001; 67 FR 38360, June 4, 
2002; 67 FR 78680, Dec. 26, 2002; 68 FR 417, Jan. 
3, 2003; 68 FR 611, Jan. 6, 2003; 68 FR 2871, Jan. 
22, 2003; 68 FR 417, Jan. 3, 2003]

§ 104.4 Independent expenditures by 
political committees (2 U.S.C. 
434(b), (d), and (g)). 

(a) Regularly scheduled reporting. 
Every political committee that makes 
independent expenditures must report 
all such independent expenditures on 
Schedule E in accordance with 11 CFR 
104.3(b)(3)(vii). Every person that is not 
a political committee must report 
independent expenditures in accord-
ance with paragraphs (e) and (f) of this 
section and 11 CFR 109.10. 

(b) Reports of independent expenditures 
made at any time up to and including the 
20th day before an election. (1) Inde-
pendent expenditures aggregating less 
than $10,000 in a calendar year. Political 
committees must report on Schedule E 
of FEC Form 3X at the time of their 
regular reports in accordance with 11 
CFR 104.3, 104.5 and 104.9, all inde-
pendent expenditures aggregating less 
than $10,000 with respect to a given 
election any time during the calendar 
year up to and including the 20th day 
before an election. 

(2) Independent expenditures aggre-
gating $10,000 or more in a calendar year. 
Political committees must report on 
Schedule E of FEC Form 3X all inde-
pendent expenditures aggregating 
$10,000 or more with respect to a given 
election any time during the calendar 
year up to and including the 20th day 
before an election. Political commit-
tees must ensure that the Commission 
receives these reports by 11:59 p.m. 
Eastern Standard/Daylight Time on 
the second day following the date on 
which a communication that con-
stitutes an independent expenditure is 
publicly distributed or otherwise pub-
licly disseminated. Each time subse-
quent independent expenditures relat-
ing to the same election aggregate an 
additional $10,000 or more, the political 

committee must ensure that the Com-
mission receives a new 48-hour report 
of the subsequent independent expendi-
tures by 11:59 p.m. Eastern Standard/
Daylight Time on the second day fol-
lowing the date on which the commu-
nication is publicly distributed or oth-
erwise publicly disseminated. (See 
paragraph (f) of this section for aggre-
gation.) Each 48-hour report must con-
tain the information required by 11 
CFR 104.3(b)(3)(vii) indicating whether 
the independent expenditure is made in 
support of, or in opposition to, the can-
didate involved. In addition to other 
permissible means of filing, a political 
committee may file the 48-hour reports 
under this section by any of the means 
permissible under 11 CFR 100.19(d)(3). 

(c) Reports of independent expenditures 
made less than 20 days, but more than 24 
hours before the day of an election. Polit-
ical committees must ensure that the 
Commission receives reports of inde-
pendent expenditures aggregating 
$1,000 or more with respect to a given 
election, after the 20th day, but more 
than 24 hours before 12:01 a.m. of the 
day of the election, by 11:59 p.m. East-
ern Standard/Daylight Time on the day 
following the date on which a commu-
nication is publicly distributed or oth-
erwise publicly disseminated. Each 
time subsequent independent expendi-
tures relating to the same election ag-
gregate an additional $1,000 or more, 
the political committee must ensure 
that the Commission receives a new 24-
hour report of the subsequent inde-
pendent expenditures by 11:59 p.m. 
Eastern Standard/Daylight Time on 
the day following the date on which a 
communication that constitutes an 
independent expenditure is publicly 
distributed or otherwise publicly dis-
seminated. (See paragraph (f) of this 
section for aggregation.) Each 24-hour 
report shall contain the information 
required by 11 CFR 104.3(b)(3)(vii) indi-
cating whether the independent ex-
penditure is made in support of, or in 
opposition to, the candidate involved. 
Political committees may file reports 
under this section by any of the means 
permissible under 11 CFR 100.19(d)(3). 

(d) Verification. Political committees 
must verify reports of independent ex-
penditures filed under paragraph (b) or 
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