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§ 110.12 Candidate appearances on 
public educational institution 
premises. 

(a) Rental of facilities at usual and nor-
mal charge. Any unincorporated public 
educational institution exempt from 
federal taxation under 26 U.S.C. 115, 
such as a school, college or university, 
may make its facilities available to 
any candidate or political committee 
in the ordinary course of business and 
at the usual and normal charge. In this 
event, the requirements of paragraph 
(b) of this section are not applicable. 

(b) Use of facilities at no charge or at 
less than the usual and normal charge. 
An unincorporated public educational 
institution exempt from federal tax-
ation under 26 U.S.C. 115, such as a 
school, college or university, may 
sponsor appearances by candidates, 
candidates’ representatives or rep-
resentatives of political parties at 
which such individuals address or meet 
the institution’s academic community 
or the general public (whichever is in-
vited) on the educational institution’s 
premises at no charge or at less than 
the usual and normal charge, if: 

(1) The educational institution 
makes reasonable efforts to ensure 
that the appearances constitute 
speeches, question and answer sessions, 
or similar communications in an aca-
demic setting, and makes reasonable 
efforts to ensure that the appearances 
are not conducted as campaign rallies 
or events; and 

(2) The educational institution does 
not, in conjunction with the appear-
ance, expressly advocate the election 
or defeat of any clearly identified can-
didate(s) or candidates of a clearly 
identified political party, and does not 
favor any one candidate or political 
party over any other in allowing such 
appearances. 

[60 FR 64273, Dec. 14, 1995]

§ 110.13 Candidate debates. 

(a) Staging organizations. (1) Nonprofit 
organizations described in 26 U.S.C. 501 
(c)(3) or (c)(4) and which do not en-
dorse, support, or oppose political can-
didates or political parties may stage 
candidate debates in accordance with 
this section and 11 CFR 114.4(f). 

(2) Broadcasters (including a cable 
television operator, programmer or 
producer), bona fide newspapers, maga-
zines and other periodical publications 
may stage candidate debates in accord-
ance with this section and 11 CFR 
114.4(f), provided that they are not 
owned or controlled by a political 
party, political committee or can-
didate. In addition, broadcasters (in-
cluding a cable television operator, 
programmer or producer), bona fide 
newspapers, magazines and other peri-
odical publications, acting as press en-
tities, may also cover or carry can-
didate debates in accordance with 11 
CFR part 100, subparts B and C and 
part 100, subparts D and E. 

(b) Debate structure. The structure of 
debates staged in accordance with this 
section and 11 CFR 114.4(f) is left to the 
discretion of the staging organiza-
tions(s), provided that: 

(1) Such debates include at least two 
candidates; and 

(2) The staging organization(s) does 
not structure the debates to promote 
or advance one candidate over another. 

(c) Criteria for candidate selection. For 
all debates, staging organization(s) 
must use pre-established objective cri-
teria to determine which candidates 
may participate in a debate. For gen-
eral election debates, staging organiza-
tions(s) shall not use nomination by a 
particular political party as the sole 
objective criterion to determine wheth-
er to include a candidate in a debate. 
For debates held prior to a primary 
election, caucus or convention, staging 
organizations may restrict candidate 
participation to candidates seeking the 
nomination of one party, and need not 
stage a debate for candidates seeking 
the nomination of any other political 
party or independent candidates. 

[61 FR 18051, Apr. 24, 1996; 61 FR 24533, May 
15, 1996, as amended at 67 FR 78681, Dec. 26, 
2002]

§ 110.14 Contributions to and expendi-
tures by delegates and delegate 
committees. 

(a) Scope. This section sets forth the 
prohibitions, limitations and reporting 
requirements under the Act applicable 
to all levels of a delegate selection 
process. 
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