§2.3

change the subject matter of a meeting
under 11 CFR 2.5, 2.6 and 2.7.

[50 FR 39972, Oct. 1, 1985, as amended at 50 FR
50778, Dec. 12, 1985; 65 FR 9206, Feb. 24, 2000]

§2.3 General rules.

(@) Commissioners shall not jointly
conduct, determine or dispose of Com-
mission business other than in accord-
ance with this part.

(b) Except as provided in 11 CFR 2.4,
every portion of every Commission
meeting shall be open to public obser-
vation.

(c) No additional right to participate
in Commission meetings is granted to
any person by this part. A meeting is
not part of the formal or informal
record of decision of the matters dis-
cussed therein except as otherwise re-
quired by law. Statements of views or
expressions of opinions made by Com-
missioners or FEC employees at meet-
ings are not intended to represent final
determinations or beliefs.

(d) Members of the public attending
open Commission meetings may use
small electronic sound recorders to
record the meeting, but the use of
other electronic recording equipment
and cameras requires advance notice to
and coordination with the Commis-
sion’s Press Officer.

§2.4 Exempted meetings.

(a) Meetings required by statute to be
closed. Meetings concerning matters
specifically exempted from disclosure
by statutes which require public with-
holding in such a manner as to leave no
discretion for the Commission on the
issue, or which establish particular
types of matters to be withheld, shall
be closed to public observation in ac-
cordance with the procedures of 11 CFR
2.5.

(1) As required by 2 U.S.C. 437g(a)(12),
all Commission meetings, or portions
of meetings, pertaining to any notifica-
tion or investigation that a violation
of the Act has occurred, shall be closed
to the public.

(2) For the purpose of this section,
any notification or investigation that a
violation of the Act has occurred in-
cludes, but is not limited to, deter-
minations pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 437g,
the issuance of subpoenas, discussion of
referrals to the Department of Justice,
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or consideration of any other matter
related to the Commission’s enforce-
ment activity, as set forth in 11 CFR
part 111.

(b) Meetings closed by Commission de-
termination. Except as provided in 11
CFR 2.4(c), the requirement of open
meetings will not apply where the
Commission finds, in accordance with
11 CFR 2.5, that an open meeting or the
release of information is likely to re-
sult in the disclosure of:

(1) Matters that relate solely to the
Commission’s internal personnel deci-
sions, or internal rules and practices.

(i) This provision includes, but is not
limited to, matters relating to Com-
mission policies on working conditions,
or materials prepared predominantly
for internal use, the disclosure of
which would risk circumvention of
Commission regulations; but

(ii) This provision does not include
discussions or materials regarding em-
ployees’ dealings with the public, such
as personnel manuals or Commission
directives setting forth job functions or
procedures;

(2) Financial or commercial informa-
tion obtained from any person which is
privileged or confidential;

(3) Matters which involve the consid-
eration of a proceeding of a formal na-
ture by the Commission against a spe-
cific person or the formal censure of
any person;

(4) Information of a personal nature
where disclosure would constitute a
clearly unwarranted invasion of per-
sonal privacy;

(5) Investigatory records compiled for
law enforcement purposes, or informa-
tion which if written would be con-
tained in such records, but only to the
extent that the production of such
records or information would:

(i) Interfere with enforcement pro-
ceedings,

(ii) Deprive a person of a right to a
fair trial or an impartial adjudication,

(iii) Constitute an unwarranted inva-
sion of personal privacy,

(iv) Disclose the identity of a con-
fidential source,

(v) Disclose investigative techniques
and procedures, or

(vi) Endanger the life or physical
safety of law enforcement personnel;
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(6) Information the premature disclo-
sure of which would be likely to have a
considerable adverse effect on the im-
plementation of a proposed Commis-
sion action, as long as the Commission
has not already disclosed the content
or nature of its proposed action, or is
not required by law to disclose it prior
to final action; or

(7) Matters that specifically concern
the Commission’s participation in a
civil action or proceeding, or an arbi-
tration, or involving a determination
on the record after opportunity for a
hearing.

() Nothwithstanding the applica-
bility of any exemptions set forth in 11
CFR 2.4(b), the Commission may deter-
mine that the public interest requires a
meeting to be open.

§2.5 Procedures for closing meetings.

(a) General. No meeting or portion of
a meeting may be closed to the public
observation under this section unless a
majority of the Commissioners votes to
take such action. The closing of one
portion of a meeting shall not justify
closing any other portion of a meeting.

(b) Certification. Each time the Com-
mission votes to close a meeting, the
General Counsel shall publicly certify
that, in his or her opinion, each item
on the agenda may properly be closed
to public observation. The certification
shall state each relevant exemption
provision. The original copy of the cer-
tification shall be attached to, and pre-
served with, the statement required by
11 CFR 2.5(d).

(c) Voting procedures. (1) No meeting
need be held to consider closing a
meeting. The Commission may vote to
close a meeting or any portion thereof
by using its notation vote procedures.

(i) A separate vote shall be taken
with respect to each item on an agenda
proposed to be closed in whole or in
part pursuant to 11 CFR 2.4, or with re-
spect to any information proposed to
be withheld under 11 CFR 2.4.

(i) A single vote may be taken with
respect to a particular matter to be
discussed in a series of closed meetings,
or with respect to any information con-
cerning such series of meetings, so long
as each meeting in the series is sched-
uled to be held no more than 30 days
after the initial meeting.
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(iii) This section shall not affect the
Commission’s practice of setting dates
for closed meetings more than 30 days
in advance of such meetings.

(2) The Commission Secretary shall
record the vote of each Commissioner
participating in the vote. No proxies,
written or otherwise, shall be counted.

(3)(i) A Commissioner may object to
a recommendation to close the discus-
sion of a particular matter or may as-
sert a claim of exemption for a matter
scheduled to be discussed in an open
meeting. Such objection or assertion
will be discussed by the Commission at
the next scheduled closed meeting, to
determine whether the matter in ques-
tion should be discussed in a closed
meeting.

(ii) An objection for the record only
will not cause the objection to be
placed on any agenda.

(d) Public statement of vote. (1) If the
Commission votes to close a meeting,
or any portion thereof, under this sec-
tion, it shall make publicly available
within 24 hours a written statement of
the vote. The written statement shall
contain:

(i) A citation to the provision(s) of 11
CFR 2.4 under which the meeting was
closed to public observation and an ex-
planation of why the specific discus-
sion comes within the cited exemp-
tion(s);

(if) The vote of each Commissioner
participating in the vote;

(iii) A list of the names of all persons
expected to attend the closed meeting
and their affiliation. For purposes of
this section, affiliation means title or
position, and name of employer, and in
the case of a representative, the name
of the person represented. In the case
of Commission employees, the state-
ment will reflect, through the use of ti-
tles rather than individual names, that
the Commissioners, specified division
heads and their staff will attend; and

(iv) The signature of the Commission
Secretary.

(2) The original copy of the state-
ment shall be maintained by the Com-
mission Secretary. A copy shall be
posted on a public bulletin board lo-
cated in the Commission’s Public
Records Office.

(e) Public request to close a meeting. A
person whose interests may be directly



