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campaign depository, under 11 CFR 
103.1 and 11 CFR 103.2, on the date the 
instrument transferring the funds is 
signed, or on the date the contract ob-
ligating the personal funds is executed, 
whichever is earlier.

§ 400.5 Applicable limit. 
Applicable limit means the contribu-

tion amount limitation set forth in 11 
CFR 110.1(b)(1).

§ 400.6 Increased limit. 
Increased limit means a contribution 

amount limitation that applies to a 
person other than a multicandidate po-
litical committee that, pursuant to 
this part, exceeds the applicable limit 
specified in 11 CFR 110.1 in order to 
allow response to expenditures from an 
opposing candidate’s personal funds. 
Increased limit also means, where appli-
cable, a suspension, pursuant to this 
part, of the limitations on expenditures 
by a national or State political party 
committee in connection with the gen-
eral election campaign of a candidate 
for the Senate or the House of Rep-
resentatives under 11 CFR 109.32(b).

§ 400.7 Contribution that exceeds the 
applicable limit. 

Amount of contribution above the appli-
cable limit means the difference between 
the amount of a contribution accepted 
under this part and the applicable 
limit.

§ 400.8 Gross receipts. 
Gross receipts means the sum of all re-

ceipts of the candidate’s authorized 
committee described in 11 CFR 
104.3(a)(3) (i) through (x).

§ 400.9 Threshold amount. 
(a) Senate. For an election to the of-

fice of United States Senator, threshold 
amount means the sum of $150,000 plus 
an amount equal to the voting age pop-
ulation of the State multiplied by $0.04. 
As used in this paragraph, voting age 
population means the voting age popu-
lation of the State of the candidate as 
certified under 11 CFR 110.18. 

(b) House of Representatives. For an 
election to the office of Representative 
in, or Delegate or Resident Commission 
to, the Congress, threshold amount 
means $350,000.

§ 400.10 Opposition personal funds 
amount. 

(a) To compute the opposition personal 
funds amount, one of the following for-
mulas must be used, depending on the 
date of the computation. The variables 
used in the formulas are defined in 
paragraph (b) of this section. 

(1) To compute the opposition per-
sonal funds amount prior to July 16 of 
the year preceding the year in which 
the general election is held, the fol-
lowing formula must be used:

opposition personal funds amount = 
a¥b.

(2) To compute the opposition per-
sonal funds amount from July 16 of the 
year preceding the year in which the 
general election is held to January 31 
of the year in which the general elec-
tion is held, one of the following for-
mulas must be used: 

(i) If c>d, opposition personal funds 
amount = a¥b¥((c¥d) ÷ 2). 

(ii) If c≤d, opposition personal funds 
amount = a¥b. 

(3) To compute the opposition per-
sonal funds amount from February 1 of 
the year in which the general election 
is held to the day of the general elec-
tion, one of the following formulas 
must be used: 

(i) If e>f, opposition personal funds 
amount = a¥b¥((e¥f) ÷ 2). 

(ii) If e≤f, opposition personal funds 
amount = a¥b. 

(b) Variables. The variables used in 
the formulas set out in paragraph (a) of 
this section are defined as follows:

a = Greatest aggregate amount of expendi-
tures from personal funds made by the op-
posing candidate in the same election. 

b = Greatest aggregate amount of expendi-
tures from personal funds made by the can-
didate in the same election. 

c = Aggregate amount of the gross receipts 
of the candidate’s authorized committee 
minus any contributions by the candidate 
from personal funds as reported under 11 
CFR 104.19(b)(1)(v) or (vi), during any elec-
tion cycle that may be expended in connec-
tion with the election for the nomination 
for election, or election, to Federal office 
sought, as determined on June 30 of the 
year preceding the year in which the gen-
eral election is held. 

d = Aggregate amount of the gross receipts 
of the opposing candidate’s authorized 
committee minus any contributions by 
that opposing candidate from personal 
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funds as reported under 11 CFR 
104.19(b)(1)(v) or (vi), during any election 
cycle that may be expended in connection 
with the election for the nomination for 
election, or election, to Federal office 
sought, as determined on June 30 of the 
year preceding the year in which the gen-
eral election is held. 

e = Aggregate amount of the gross receipts 
of the candidate’s authorized committee 
minus any contributions by the candidate 
from personal funds as reported under 11 
CFR 104.19(b)(2)(v) or (vi), during any elec-
tion cycle that may be expended in connec-
tion with the election for the nomination 
for election, or election, to Federal office 
sought, as determined on December 31 of 
the year preceding the year in which the 
general election is held. 

f = Aggregate amount of the gross receipts of 
the opposing candidate’s authorized com-
mittee minus any contributions by that 
opposing candidate from personal funds as 
reported under 11 CFR 104.19(b)(2)(v) or (vi), 
during any election cycle that may be ex-
pended in connection with the election for 
the nomination for election, or election, to 
Federal office sought, as determined on 
December 31 of the year preceding the year 
in which the general election is held.

Subpart B—Notification and 
Reporting Requirements

§ 400.20 Declaration of intent. 
(a) Senate and House of Representa-

tives. (1) When and where filed. Within 
15 days of becoming candidate, the can-
didate must file a Declaration of Intent 
with the Commission and with each op-
posing candidate. 

(2) Contents of declaration. The Dec-
laration of Intent must state the total 
amount of expenditures from personal 
funds that the candidate intends to 
make with respect to the election that 
will exceed the threshold amount as de-
fined in 11 CFR 400.9. A candidate who 
does not intend to make expenditures 
from personal funds that will exceed 
the threshold amount as defined in 11 
CFR 400.9 may state the amount as $0. 

(b) Methods of filing—(1) Senate. Dec-
larations of Intent must be noted on 
the candidate’s Statement of Can-
didacy, FEC Form 2. (See 11 CFR 101.1.) 
The candidate must send a copy of his 
or her Statement of Candidacy to the 
Commission using a facsimile machine 
or electronic mail in addition to filing 
his or her official copy of the State-
ment of Candidacy on paper with the 

Secretary of the Senate. The candidate 
must send by facsimile machine or 
electronically mail his or her FEC 
Form 2 or the information required 
therein by 11 CFR 101.1, including the 
amount by which the candidate intends 
to exceed the threshold amount, to 
each opposing candidate. 

(2) House of Representatives. Declara-
tions of Intent must be noted on the 
candidate’s Statement of Candidacy, 
FEC Form 2. (See 11 CFR 101.1.) FEC 
Form 2 must be filed electronically in 
accordance with 11 CFR 104.18 if the 
candidate intends to exceed the thresh-
old amount defined in 11 CFR 400.9(b). 
Candidates must send by facsimile ma-
chine or electronically mail his or her 
FEC Form 2 or the information re-
quired therein by 11 CFR 101.1, includ-
ing the amount by which he or she in-
tends to exceed the threshold amount, 
to each opposing candidate.

§ 400.21 Initial notification of expendi-
tures from personal funds. 

(a) Senate. A candidate’s principal 
campaign committee must notify the 
Secretary of the Senate, the Commis-
sion, and each opposing candidate when 
the candidate makes an expenditure 
from personal funds with respect to the 
election that causes the candidate’s ag-
gregate expenditures from personal 
funds to exceed two times the thresh-
old amount as defined in 11 CFR 400.9. 
Such notification must be received by 
the Secretary of the Senate, the Com-
mission, and each opposing candidate 
within 24 hours of the time such ex-
penditure is made. 

(b) House of Representatives. A can-
didate’s principal campaign committee 
must notify the Commission, each op-
posing candidate, and the national 
party of each opposing candidate when 
the candidate makes an expenditure 
from personal funds with respect to the 
election that causes the candidate’s ag-
gregate expenditures from personal 
funds to exceed the $350,000 threshold 
amount (see 11 CFR 400.9). Such notifi-
cation must be received by the Com-
mission, each opposing candidate, and 
the national party of each opposing 
candidate within 24 hours of the time 
such expenditure is made.
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