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pay all costs associated with special mail-
ing or delivery services directly to the cou-
rier or mail service.

(5) Upon receipt of any request for 
the production of computer tape or 
microfilm, the Commission will advise 
the requestor of the identity of the pri-
vate contractor who will perform the 
duplication services. If fees are charged 
for the production of computer tape or 
microfilm, they shall be made payable 
to that private contractor and shall be 
forwarded to the Commission. 

(d) Interest charges. FOIA requestors 
should pay fees within 30 days fol-
lowing the day on which the invoice for 
that request was sent to the requestor. 
If the invoice is unpaid on the 31st day 
following the day on which the invoice 
was sent, the Commission will begin 
assessing interest charges, which will 
accrue from the date the invoice was 
mailed. Interest will be charged at a 
rate that is equal to the average in-
vestment rate for the Treasury tax and 
loan accounts for the 12-month period 
ending on September 30 of each year, 
rounded to the nearest whole percent-
age point, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3717. 
The accrual of interest will be stayed 
by the Commission’s receipt of the fee, 
even if the fee has not yet been proc-
essed. 

(e) Aggregating requests. A requestor 
may not file multiple requests, each 
seeking portions of a document or doc-
uments, in order to avoid payment of 
fees. When the Commission reasonably 
believes that a FOIA requestor or 
group of requestors acting in concert is 
attempting to break a request down 
into a series of requests for the purpose 
of evading the assessment of fees, the 
Commission will aggregate any such 
requests and charge the appropriate 
fees. In making this determination, the 
Commission will consider the time pe-
riod in which the requests have oc-
curred, the relationship of the reques-
tors, and the subject matter of the re-
quests. 

(f) Advance payments. The Commis-
sion will require a requestor to make 
an advance payment, i.e., a payment 
before work is commenced or contin-
ued on a request, when: 

(1) The Commission estimates or de-
termines that allowable charges that a 
requestor may be required to pay are 

likely to exceed $250. In such a case, 
the Commission will notify the re-
questor of the likely cost and, where 
the requestor has a history of prompt 
payment of FOIA fees, obtain satisfac-
tory assurance of full payment, or in 
the case of a requestor with no FOIA 
fee payment history, the Commission 
will require an advance payment of an 
amount up to the full estimated 
charges; or 

(2) A requestor has previously failed 
to pay a fee in a timely fashion (i.e., 
within 30 days of the date of the bill-
ing). In such a case, the Commission 
may require that the requestor pay the 
full amount owed plus any applicable 
interest or demonstrate that the fee 
has been paid and make an advance 
payment of the full amount of the esti-
mated fee before the Commission be-
gins to process a new request or a pend-
ing request from that requestor. 

(3) If the provisions of paragraph (f) 
(1) or (2) of this section apply, the ad-
ministrative time limits prescribed in 
11 CFR 4.7(c) will begin only after the 
Commission has received the payments 
or the requestor has made acceptable 
arrangements to make the payments 
required by paragraph (f) (1) or (2) of 
this section. 

[52 FR 39213, Oct. 21, 1987]
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§ 5.1 Definitions. 
(a) Commission means the Federal 

Election Commission established by 
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 
1971, as amended. 

(b) Commissioner means an individual 
appointed to the Federal Election Com-
mission pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 437c(a). 

(c) Request means to seek access to 
Commission materials subject to the 
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provisions of the Federal Election 
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. 

(d) Requestor is any person who sub-
mits a request to the Commission. 

(e) Act means the Federal Election 
Campaign Act, as amended by the Fed-
eral Election Campaign Act Amend-
ments of 1974, 1976, and 1979, and unless 
specifically excluded, includes chapters 
95 and 96 of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1954 relating to public financing of 
Federal elections. 

(f) Public Disclosure Division of the 
Commission is that division which is 
responsible for, among other things, 
the processing of requests for public ac-
cess to records which are submitted to 
the Commission pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 
437g(a)(4)(B)(ii), and 438(a). 

[45 FR 31293, May 13, 1980, as amended at 65 
FR 9207, Feb. 24, 2000]

§ 5.2 Policy on disclosure of records. 

(a) The Commission will make the 
fullest possible disclosure of records to 
the public, consistent with the rights 
of individuals to privacy, the rights of 
persons contracting with the Commis-
sion with respect to trade secrets and 
commercial or financial information 
entitled to confidential treatment, and 
the need for the Commission to pro-
mote free internal policy deliberations 
and to pursue its official activities 
without undue disruption. 

(b) Nothing herein shall be deemed to 
restrict the public availability of Com-
mission records falling outside provi-
sions of the Act, or to restrict such 
public access to Commission records as 
is available pursuant to the Freedom of 
Information Act and the rules set forth 
as part 4 of this chapter.

§ 5.3 Scope. 

(a) The regulations in this part im-
plement the provisions of 2 U.S.C. 
437f(d), 437g(a)(4)(B)(ii), and 438(a). 

(b) Public access to such Commission 
records as are subject to the collateral 
provisions of the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act and are not included in the 
material subject to disclosure under 
this part (described in 11 CFR 5.4(a)) 
shall be governed by the rules set forth 
as part 4 of this chapter.

§ 5.4 Availability of records. 

(a) In accordance with 2 U.S.C. 438(a), 
the Commission shall make the fol-
lowing material available for public in-
spection and copying through the Com-
mission’s Public Disclosure Division: 

(1) Reports of receipts and expendi-
tures, designations of campaign deposi-
tories, statements of organization, can-
didate designations of campaign com-
mittees and the indices compiled from 
the filings therein. 

(2) Requests for advisory opinions, 
written comments submitted in con-
nection therewith, and responses issued 
by the Commission. 

(3) With respect to enforcement mat-
ters, any conciliation agreement en-
tered into between the Commission and 
any respondent. 

(4) Opinions of Commissioners ren-
dered in enforcement cases and General 
Counsel’s Reports and non-exempt 2 
U.S.C. 437g investigatory materials 
shall be placed on the public record of 
the Agency no later than 30 days from 
the date on which all respondents are 
notified that the Commission has voted 
to close such an enforcement file. 

(5) Letter requests for guidance and 
responses thereto. 

(6) The minutes of Commission meet-
ings. 

(7) Material routinely prepared for 
public distribution, e.g. campaign 
guidelines, FEC Record, press releases, 
speeches, notices to candidates and 
committees. 

(8) Audit reports (if discussed in open 
session). 

(9) Agendas for Commission meet-
ings. 

(b) The provisions of this part apply 
only to existing records; nothing here-
in shall be construed as requiring the 
creation of new records. 

(c) In order to ensure the integrity of 
the Commission records subject to the 
Act and the maximum availability of 
such records to the public, nothing 
herein shall be construed as permitting 
the physical removal of any Commis-
sion records from the public facilities 
maintained by the Public Disclosure 
Division other than copies of such 
records obtained in accordance with 
the provisions of this part. 
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