§1261.302

approval of the Attorney General or
designee.

(b) Under sec. 203(c)(13)(A) of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Act of
1958, as amended, 42 U.S.C.
2473(c)(13)(A), NASA is authorized to
consider, ascertain, adjust, determine,
settle, and pay, on behalf of the United
States, in full satisfaction thereof, any
claim for $25,000 or less against the
United States for bodily injury, death
or damage to or loss of real or personal
property resulting from the conduct of
NASA’s functions as specified in 42
U.S.C. 2473(a). At the discretion of
NASA, a claim may be settled and paid
under this authority even though the
United States could not be held legally
liable to the claimant.

(c) Under 42 U.S.C. 2473(c)(13)(B), if
NASA considers that a claim in excess
of $25,000 is meritorious and would oth-
erwise be covered by 42 U.S.C.
2473(c)(13)(A), NASA may report the
facts and circumstances of the claim to
the Congress for its consideration or to
the Comptroller General as provided in
the ““Supplemental Appropriations Act,
1978, Pub. L. 95-240 (92 Stat. 107), 31
U.S.C. 724a.

(d) Under 28 U.S.C. 2679, the Attorney
General of the United States shall de-
fend any civil action or proceeding
brought in any court against a Govern-
ment employee for injury or loss of
property or personal injury or death,
resulting from the operation of a motor
vehicle by the Government employee
while acting within the scope of office
or employment. In effect, this legisla-
tion is designed to protect an employee
driving a motor vehicle on Government
business by converting such a civil
court action or proceeding against the
employee into a claim against the
United States: Provided, That the em-
ployee was acting within the scope of
employment at the time of the acci-
dent. The remedy against the United
States provided by 28 U.S.C. 2672 (ad-
ministrative adjustment of claims) and
28 U.S.C. 1346(b) (civil action against
the United States) then becomes the
plaintiff’s exclusive remedy.

§1261.302

Unless the context otherwise re-
quires, claim means a claim for money

Claim.
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damages against the United States
arising out of the activities of NASA,
for injury or loss of property, or per-
sonal injury or death. A claim ‘‘arises”
at the place where the injury, loss, or
death occurs.

§1261.303 Claimant.

(a) A claim for damage to or loss of
property may be presented by the
owner of the property, duly authorized
agent or legal representative.

(b) A claim for personal injury may
be presented by the injured person,
duly authorized agent, or legal rep-
resentative.

(c) A claim based on death may be
presented by the executor(rix) or ad-
ministrator(rix) of the decedent’s es-
tate, or by any other person legally en-
titled to assert such a claim in accord-
ance with applicable State law.

(d) A claim for loss wholly com-
pensated by an insurer with the rights
of a subrogee may be presented by the
insurer. A claim for loss partially com-
pensated by an insurer with the rights
of a subrogee may be presented by the
parties individually as their respective
interests appear, or jointly.

(e) A claim presented by an agent or
legal representative shall be presented
in the name of the claimant, be signed
by the agent or legal representative,
show the title or legal capacity of the
person signing and be accompanied by
evidence of the agent’s or legal rep-
resentative’s authority to present a
claim on behalf of the claimant as
agent, executor(rix), administrator
(rix), parent, guardian, or other rep-
resentative.

§1261.304 Place of filing claim.

A claim arising in the United States
should be submitted to the Chief Coun-
sel of the NASA Installation whose ac-
tivities are believed to have given rise
to the claimed injury, loss, or death. If
the identity of such installation is not
known, or if the claim arose in a for-
eign country, the claim should be sub-
mitted to the General Counsel, Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration, Washington, DC 20546.
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