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proceedings concerning acquisition 
matters, is delegated to the Director of 
the Office of Dispute Resolution for Ac-
quisition. 

(b) The Director of the Office of Dis-
pute Resolution for Acquisition may 
redelegate to Special Masters and 
DROs such delegated authority in para-
graph (a) of this section as is deemed 
necessary by the Director for efficient 
resolution of an assigned protest or 
contract dispute, including the imposi-
tion of sanctions or other disciplinary 
actions.

§ 17.7 Filing and computation of time. 
(a) Filing of a protest or contract dis-

pute may be accomplished by mail, 
overnight delivery, hand delivery, or 
by facsimile. A protest or contract dis-
pute is considered to be filed on the 
date it is received by the Office of Dis-
pute Resolution for Acquisition during 
normal business hours. The Office of 
Dispute Resolution for Acquisition’s 
normal business hours are from 8:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. est or edt, whichever is 
in use. A protest or contract dispute 
received via mail, after the time period 
prescribed for filing, shall not be con-
sidered timely filed even though it may 
be postmarked within the time period 
prescribed for filing. 

(b) Submissions to the Office of Dis-
pute Resolution for Acquisition after 
the initial filing of a contract dispute 
may be accomplished by any means 
available in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion. Submissions to the Office of Dis-
pute Resolution for Acquisition after 
the initial filing of a protest may only 
be accomplished by overnight delivery, 
hand delivery or facsimile. 

(c) The time limits stated in this part 
are calculated in business days, which 
exclude weekends and Federal holi-
days. In computing time, the day of the 
event beginning a period of time shall 
not be included. If the last day of a pe-
riod falls on a weekend or a Federal 
holiday, the first business day fol-
lowing the weekend or holiday shall be 
considered the last day of the period.

§ 17.9 Protective orders. 
(a) The Office of Dispute Resolution 

for Acquisition may issue protective 

orders addressing the treatment of pro-
tected information, either at the re-
quest of a party or upon its own initia-
tive. Such information may include 
proprietary, confidential, or source-se-
lection-sensitive material, or other in-
formation the release of which could 
result in a competitive advantage to 
one or more firms. 

(b) The terms of the Office of Dispute 
Resolution for Acquisition’s standard 
protective order may be altered to suit 
particular circumstances, by negotia-
tion of the parties, subject to the ap-
proval of the Office of Dispute Resolu-
tion for Acquisition. The protective 
order establishes procedures for appli-
cation for access to protected informa-
tion, identification and safeguarding of 
that information, and submission of re-
dacted copies of documents omitting 
protected information. 

(c) After a protective order has been 
issued, counsel or consultants retained 
by counsel appearing on behalf of a 
party may apply for access to the ma-
terial under the order by submitting an 
application to the Office of Dispute 
Resolution for Acquisition, with copies 
furnished simultaneously to all parties. 
The application shall establish that the 
applicant is not involved in competi-
tive decisionmaking for any firm that 
could gain a competitive advantage 
from access to the protected informa-
tion and that the applicant will dili-
gently protect any protected informa-
tion received from inadvertent disclo-
sure. Objections to an applicant’s ad-
mission shall be raised within two (2) 
days of the application, although the 
Office of Dispute Resolution for Acqui-
sition may consider objections raised 
after that time for good cause. 

(d) Any violation of the terms of a 
protective order may result in the im-
position of sanctions or the taking of 
the actions as the Office of Dispute 
Resolution for Acquisition deems ap-
propriate. 

(e) The parties are permitted to agree 
upon what material is to be covered by 
a protective order, subject to approval 
by the Office of Dispute Resolution for 
Acquisition.
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