§2301.5

must address demonstrated and sub
stantial community needs or must ad-
dress issues related to the conversion
of public broadcasting facilities to ad-
vanced digital technologies.

(c) An applicant may request a pre-
liminary determination of whether a
proposed project fits within at least
one of the above listed categories any
time prior to the closing date.

(d) All applications will be reviewed
after the closing date. If an application
does not fall within one of the listed
categories, it may be rejected and re-
turned without further consideration.

[61 FR 57974, Nov. 8, 1996; 61 FR 64948, Dec. 9,
1996]

§2301.5 Special consideration.

In accordance with section 392(f) of
the Act, the Agency will give special
consideration to applications that fos-
ter ownership of, operation of, and par-
ticipation in public telecommuni-
cations entities by minorities and
women. Ownership and operation of in-
cludes the holding of management and
other positions in the entity, especially
those concerned with programming de-
cisions and day-to-day operation and
management. Participation may be
shown by the entity’s involvement of
women and minorities in public tele-
communications through its program-
ming strategies as meeting the needs
and interests of those groups. Minori-
ties include American Indians or Alas-
ka natives; Asian or Pacific Islanders,
Hispanics, and Blacks, not of Hispanic
Origin. The special consideration ele-
ment is provided as one of several eval-
uation criteria contained in the regula-
tions at 15 CFR 2301.17(b)(6).

§2301.6 Amount of Federal funding.

(a) Planning grants. The Agency may
provide up to one hundred (100) percent
of the funds necessary for the planning
of a public telecommunications con-
struction project.

(1) Seventy-five (75) percent Federal
funding will be the general presump-
tion for projects to plan for a public
telecommunications construction
project.

(2) A showing of extraordinary need
(e.g., small community group proposing
to initiate new public telecommuni-
cation service) will be taken into con-

15 CFR Ch. XXIII (1-1-04 Edition)

sideration as justification for grants of
up to 100% of the total project cost.

(b) Construction grants. (1) A Federal
grant for the construction of a public
telecommunications facility may not
exceed seventy-five (75) percent of the
amount determined by the Agency to
be the reasonable and necessary cost of
such project.

(i) Seventy-five (75) percent Federal
funding will be the general presump-
tion for projects to activate stations or
to extend service.

(ii) Fifty (50) percent Federal funding
will be the general presumption for the
replacement, improvement or aug-
mentation of equipment. A showing of
extraordinary need (i.e. small commu-
nity-licensee stations or a station that
is licensed to a large institution [e.g., a
college or university] documenting
that it does not receive direct or in-
kind support from the larger institu-
tion), or an emergency situation will
be taken into consideration as jus-
tification for grants of up to 75% of the
total project cost for such proposals.

(2) Since the purpose of the PTFP is
to provide financial assistance for the
acquisition of public telecommuni-
cations facilities, total project costs do
not normally include the value of eligi-
ble apparatus owned or acquired by the
applicant prior to the closing date. In-
clusion of equipment purchased prior
to the closing date will be considered
on a case-by-case basis only when clear
and compelling justifications are pro-
vided to PTFP. Obligating funds—ei-
ther in whole or in part—for equipment
before the closing date is considered
ownership or acquisition of equipment.
In like manner, accepting title to do-
nated equipment prior to the closing
date is considered ownership or acqui-
sition of equipment.

(c) No part of the grantee’s matching
share of the eligible project costs may
be met with funds:

(1) Paid by the Federal government,
except where the use of such funds to
meet a Federal matching requirement
is specifically and expressly authorized
by the relevant Federal statute; or

(2) Supplied to an applicant by the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting,
except upon a clear and compelling
showing of need.
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(d) No funds from the Federal share
of the total project cost may be obli-
gated until the award period start date.
If an applicant or recipient obligates
anticipated Federal Award funds before
the start date, the Department may
refuse to offer the award or, if the
award has already been granted, dis-
allow those costs of the grant. After
the closing date, the applicant may, at
its own risk, obligate non-Federal
matching funds for the acquisition of
proposed equipment.

§2301.7 Eligible and ineligible project
costs.

(a) Each year the Agency reviews its
list of eligible and ineligible equip-
ment, supplies, and costs. The list is
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER as
part of the solicitation for applications
and a copy is provided with every ap-
plication package for PTFP grants.

(b) AIll broadcast equipment that a
grantee acquires under this program
shall be of professional broadcast qual-
ity. An applicant proposing to utilize
nonbroadcast technology shall propose
and purchase equipment that is com-
patible with broadcast equipment
wherever the two types of apparatus
interface.

(c) Total project costs do not include
the value of eligible apparatus owned
or acquired by the applicant prior to
the closing date unless approved by
PTFP on a case-by-case basis in writ-
ing pursuant to §2301.6(b)(2).

§2301.8 Submission of applications.

(a) Applications can be obtained from
the following address: Public Tele-
communications Facilities Program,
NTIA/DOC, 14th Street and Constitu-
tion Avenue, NW., Room H-4625, Wash-
ington, DC 20230.

(b) The Administrator shall select
and publish in the FEDERAL REGISTER a
closing date by which applications for
funding in a current fiscal year are to
be filed.

(c) AIl applications, whether mailed
or hand delivered, must be received by
the Agency at the address listed in the
annual FEDERAL REGISTER announce-
ment requesting applications at or be-
fore 5:00 P.M. on the closing date. Ap-
plications received after the closing
date shall be rejected and returned

§2301.9

without further consideration (but see
§2301.26).

(d) A complete application must in-
clude all of the information required by
the Agency application materials and
must be submitted in the number of
copies specified by the Agency.

(e) Each copy of the Agency applica-
tion must contain an original signa-
ture of an officer of the applicant who
is legally authorized to sign for the ap-
plicant.

(f) Applicants must certify whether
they are delinquent on any Federal
debt.

(g) Applicants may be required to
submit Name Check forms (Form CD-
346) which may be used to ascertain
background information on key indi-
viduals associated with potential
grantees as part of the application, per
Department Pre-Award Administrative
Requirements and Policies.

(h) Applicant organizations may also
be subject to a responsibility deter-
mination by the Department which
may include but not be limited to re-
views of financial and other business
activities. Responsibility determina-
tions are intended to ascertain whether
potential grantee organizations or
their key personnel have been involved
in or are facing any matters that
might significantly and negatively im-
pact on their business honesty, finan-
cial integrity and/or ability to success-
fully perform the proposed grant ac-
tivities.

(i) Unsatisfactory performance by the
applicant under prior Federal awards
may result in the application not being
funded.

§2301.9 Deferred applications.

(a) An applicant may reactivate an
application deferred by the Agency in a
prior year during the two consecutive
years following the application’s ini-
tial filing with the Agency; provided
the applicant has not substantially
changed the stated purpose of the ap-
plication.

(b) To reactivate a deferred applica-
tion, the applicant must file an up-
dated application, whether mailed or
hand delivered, at or before 5:00 P.M.
on the closing date.

(c) An updated application must in-
clude all of the information required by
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