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Under BIE rules, member nations may
not ordinarily participate in an inter-
national exposition unless such expo-
sition has been approved by the BIE.
The United States became a member of
the BIE on April 30, 1968, upon ratifica-
tion of the Paris Convention by the
U.S. Senate (114 Cong. Rec. 11012).

Federal participation in a recognized
international exposition requires a spe-
cific authorization by the Congress,
upon a finding by the President that
such participation would be in the na-
tional interest. The Act provides for
the transmission to Congress of a par-
ticipation proposal by the President.
This proposal transmits to the Con-
gress information regarding the expo-
sition, including a statement that it
has been registered by the BIE and a
plan for Federal participation prepared
by the Secretary of Commerce in co-
operation with other interested Fed-
eral departments and agencies.

§310.2 Definitions.

For the purpose of this part, except
where the context requires otherwise:

(a) Act means Pub. L. 91-269.

(b) Secretary means the Secretary of
Commerce.

(c) Commissioner General means the
person appointed to act as the senior
Federal official for the exposition as
required by BIE rules and regulations.

particular technique, raw material, or basic
need.

The BIE frequency rules require that an in-
terval of 15 years must elapse between Gen-
eral Expositions of the First Category held
in one country. General Expositions of the
Second Category require an interval of 10
years. An interval of 5 years must ordinarily
elapse between Special Category Expositions
of the same kind in one country or three
months between Special Category Expo-
sitions of different kinds. These frequency
intervals are computed from the date of the
opening of the exposition.

More detailed BIE classification criteria
and regulations are contained in the Paris
Convention of 1928, as amended in 1948 and
1966. Applicants not having a copy of the text
of this convention may obtain one by writing
the Director. (The Convention may soon be
amended by a Protocol which has been ap-
proved by the BIE and ratified by the United
States. This amendment would increase au-
thorized frequencies or intervals for BIE ap-
proved expositions.)
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(d) Director means the Director of the
International Expositions Staff, Office
of the Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Export Development, International
Trade Administration, Department of
Commerce.

(e) Applicant means a State, County,
municipality, a political subdivision of
the foregoing, private non-profit or
not-for-profit organizations, or individ-
uals filing an application with the Di-
rector seeking Federal recognition of
an international exposition to be held
in the United States.

(f) State means one of the several
States of the United States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands,
Guam, American Samoa, and the Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands.

(g) Exposition means an international
exposition proposed to be held in the
United States for which an application
has been filed with the Director seek-
ing Federal recognition under the Act;
which proposes to invite more than one
foreign country to participate; and,
which would exceed three weeks in du-
ration. Any event under three weeks in
duration is not considered an inter-
national exposition under BIE rules.

[40 FR 34107, Aug. 14, 1975. Redesignated and
amended at 46 FR 57457, Nov. 24, 1981]

§310.3 Applications for Federal rec-
ognition.

(a) Applications for Federal recogni-
tion of an exposition shall be filed
with, and all official communications
in connection therewith addressed to,
the International Expositions Staff,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce, Washington,
DC 20230.

(b) Every application, exhibit, or en-
closure, except where specifically
waived by the Director, shall be in
quadruplicate, duly authenticated and
referenced.

(c) Every application shall be in let-
ter form and shall contain the date, ad-
dress, and official designation of the
applicant and shall be signed by an au-
thorized officer or individual.

(d) Every application, except where
specifically waived by the Director,
shall be accompanied by the following
exhibits:
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1. Exhibit No. 1. A study setting forth in de-
tail the purpose for the exposition, including
any historical, geographic, or other signifi-
cant event of the host city, State, or region
related to the exposition.

2. Exhibit No. 2. An exposition plan setting
forth in detail (i) the theme of the exposition
and the “‘storyline’” around which the entire
exposition is to be developed; (ii) whatever
preliminary architectural and design plans
are available on the physical layout of the
site plus existing and projected structures;
(iii) the type of participation proposed in the
exposition (e.g., foreign and domestic exhib-
its); (iv) cultural, sports, and special events
planned; (v) the proposed BIE category of the
event and evidence of its conformity to the
regulations of the BIE (a copy of these regu-
lations can be obtained from the Director
upon request); (vi) the proposed steps that
will be taken to protect foreign exhibitors
under the BIE model rules and regulations
and (vii) in writing commit its organization
to the completion of the exposition.

3. Exhibit No. 3. Documentary evidence of
State, regional and local support (e.g., let-
ters to the applicant from business and civic
leadership of the region, pledging assistance
and/or financing; State and/or municipal res-
olutions, acts, or appropriations; referen-
dums on bond issues, and others).

4. Exhibit No. 4. An organization chart of
the exposition management structure (ac-
tual or proposed) of the applicant, including
description of the functions, duties and re-
sponsibilities of each official position along
with bibliographic material, including any
professional experience in the fields of archi-
tecture, industrial design, engineering, labor
relations, concession management, interpre-
tative theme planning, exhibit development,
etc., on principal officers, if available. (The
principal officials should also be prepared to
submit subsequent individual statements
under oath of their respective financial hold-
ings and other interests.)

5. Exhibit No. 5. A statement setting forth
in detail (i) the availability of visitor serv-
ices in existence or projected to accommo-
date tourists at the exposition (e.g., number
of hotel and motel units, number and type of
restaurants, health facilities, etc.); (ii) evi-
dence of adequate transportation facilities
and accessibility of the host city to large
groups of national and international visitors
(e.g., number and schedule of airlines, bus
lines, railroads, and truck lines serving the
host city); and (iii) plans to promote the ex-
position as a major national and inter-
national tourist destination.

6. Exhibit No. 6. A statement setting forth
in detail the applicant’s plans for acquiring
title to, or the right to occupy and use real
property, other than that owned by the ap-
plicant or by the United States, essential for
implementing the project or projects covered
by the application. If the applicant, at the
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time of filing the application, has acquired
title to the real property, he should submit
a certified copy of the deed(s). If the appli-
cant, at the time of filing the application,
has by easement, lease, franchise, or other-
wise acquired the right to occupy and use
real property owned by others, he should
submit a certified copy of the appropriate
legal instrument(s) evidencing this right.

7. Exhibit No. 7. A statement of the latest
prevailing hourly wage rates for construc-
tion workers in the host city (e.g., car-
penters, cement masons, sheet metal work-
ers, etc.).

8. Exhibit No. 8. Information on attitudes of
labor leaders as to ‘‘no strike’” agreements
during the development and operation of the
exposition. Actual ‘‘no strike” pledges are
desirable.

9. Exhibit No. 9. A detailed study conducted
and certified by a nationally recognized
firm(s) in the field of economics, accounting,
management, etc., setting forth (i) proposed
capital investment cost; cash flow projec-
tions; and sources of financing available to
meet these costs, including but not limited
to funds from State and municipal financing,
general obligation and/or general revenue
bond issues, and other public or private
sources of front-end capital; (ii) assurances
that the ‘“‘guaranteed financing’ is or will be
available in accordance with Section
2(a)(1)(b) of Pub. L. 91-269; (iii) the projected
expenses for managing the exposition; (iv)
projected operational revenues broken down
to include admissions, space rental, conces-
sions, service fees and miscellaneous income;
and (v) cost-benefit projections. These
should be accompanied by a statement of the
firm that the needed cash flow, sources of
funding, and revenue projections are real-
istic and attainable.

10. Exhibit No. 10. A description of the expo-
sition implementation time schedule and the
management control system to be utilized to
implement the time schedule (e.g., PERT,
CPM, etc.).

11. Exhibit No. 11. A statement setting forth
in detail the public relations, publicity and
other promotional plans of the applicant.
For example, the statement could include: (i)
an outline of the public relations/publicity
program broken down by percentage alloca-
tions among the various media; (ii) a public
relations/publicity program budget with the
various calendar target dates for completion
of phases prior to the opening, the opening
and post-opening of the exposition; and (iii)
protocol plans for U.S. and foreign dig-
nitaries, as well as for special ceremonies
and events and how these plans are to be fi-
nanced.

12. Exhibit No. 12. A study setting forth in
detail the benefits to be derived from the ex-
position and residual use plans. For example,
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the study might include: (i) extent of imme-
diate economic benefits for the city/region/
nation in proportion to total investment in
the exposition; (ii) extent of long range eco-
nomic benefits for the city/region/nation in
proportion to total investment in the expo-
sition; and (iii) extent of intangible (social,
psychological, ‘““‘good will’’) benefits accruing
to the city/region/nation including the solu-
tion or amelioration of any national/local
problems.

13. Exhibit No. 13. A statement committing
the applicant to develop and complete an en-
vironmental impact statement which com-
plies with section 102(2)(c) of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (83 Stat.
852; 42 U.S.C. 4331). Sample copies of environ-
mental impact statements may be obtained
from the Director. Prior to the Director’s
submitting a report to the Secretary con-
taining his findings on the application for
Federal recognition pursuant to §310.4, the
applicant must have completed the required
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), in a
form acceptable to the Department of Com-
merce.

14. Exhibit No. 14. A detailed set of general
and special rules and regulations governing
the exposition and participation in it, which,
if Federal recognition is obtained, can be
used by the Federal Government in seeking
BIE registration.

15. Exhibit No. 15. A statement from the ap-
plicant agreeing to accept a U.S. Commis-
sioner General, appointed by the President.
He will be recognized as the senior Federal
official and titular head of the exposition,
final arbiter in disputes with exhibitors, and
the official contact with foreign govern-
ments. The applicant should also agree to
furnish the Commissioner General and his
staff with suitable facilities in the host com-
munity during the development and oper-
ation of the exposition.

[40 FR 34107, Aug. 14, 1975. Redesignated and
amended at 46 FR 57457, Nov. 24, 1981]

§310.4 Action on application.

(a) Upon receipt of an application,
the Director will analyze the applica-
tion and all accompanying exhibits to
insure compliance with the provisions
of §310.3 and report his findings with
respect thereto to the Secretary.

(b) If more than one applicant applies
for Federal recognition for expositions
to be held within three years or less of
each other, the applications will be re-
viewed concurrently by the Director.
The following standards will be consid-
ered in determining which if any of the
competing applicants will be rec-
ommended for Federal recognition:
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(1) The order of receipt of the appli-
cations by the Director, complete with
all exhibits required by §310.3.

(2) The financial plans of the applica-
tions. Primary consideration will be
given to those applications which do
not require Federal financing for expo-
sition development. This does not ex-
tend to funding for a Federal pavilion,
if one is desired.

(3) The relative merit of the applica-
tions in terms of their qualifications as
tourism destination sites, both with re-
spect to existing facilities and those fa-
cilities planned for the proposed expo-
sition. If necessary, to assist in making
this determination, the Director will
appoint a panel of travel industry ex-
perts representing tour developers, the
transportation, entertainment and
hotel/motel industries for the purpose
of studying the competing applications
and reporting to the Director its views
as to which proposed site best meets
the above criteria. If such a panel is
deemed necessary, the provisions of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act (86
Stat. 770, 5 U.S.C. App. I) will be appli-
cable.

() In analyzing the applications, the
Director may hold public hearings with
the objective of clarifying issues that
might be raised by the application. If
desired, the Director may utilize the
services of an examiner.

(d) If the Director, in his discretion,
decides to hold a public hearing, notice
of such hearing shall be published in
the FEDERAL REGISTER, and a copy of
the notice shall be furnished to local
newspapers. The notice shall state the
subject to be considered and when and
where the hearing will be held, specifi-
cally designating the date, hour, and
place.

(e) The following general procedure
shall govern the conduct of public
hearings: (1) Stenographic minutes of
the proceedings shall be made; (2) the
names and addresses of all parties
present or represented at the hearing
shall be recorded; and (3) the Director
or Examiner shall read aloud for the
record and for the benefit of the public
such parts of the Act and of these regu-
lations as bear on the application. He
shall also read aloud for the record and
for the benefit of the public such other



