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accurately, legibly and durably repro-
duces the original records (whether on 
paper, microfilm, or through electronic 
digital storage techniques). The proc-
ess must meet all of the following re-
quirements, which are applicable to all 
systems: 

(i) The system must be capable of re-
producing all records on paper. 

(ii) The system must record and be 
able to reproduce all marks, informa-
tion, and other characteristics of the 
original record, including both obverse 
and reverse sides (unless blank) of 
paper documents in legible form. 

(iii) When displayed on a viewer, 
monitor, or reproduced on paper, the 
records must exhibit a high degree of 
legibility and readability. For purposes 
of this section, legible and legibility 
mean the quality of a letter or numeral 
that enable the observer to identify it 
positively and quickly to the exclusion 
of all other letters or numerals. Read-
able and readability mean the quality 
of a group of letters or numerals being 
recognized as complete words or num-
bers. 

(iv) The system must preserve the 
initial image (including both obverse 
and reverse sides, unless blank, of 
paper documents) and record all 
changes, who made them and when 
they were made. This information 
must be stored in such a manner that 
none of it may be altered once it is ini-
tially recorded. 

(v) You must establish written proce-
dures to identify the individuals who 
are responsible for the operation, use 
and maintenance of the system. 

(vi) You must keep a record of where, 
when, by whom, and on what equip-

ment the records and other informa-
tion were entered into the system. 

(3) Requirements applicable to a system 
based on digital images. For systems 
based on the storage of digital images, 
the system must provide accessibility 
to any digital image in the system. The 
system must be able to locate and re-
produce all records according to the 
same criteria that would have been 
used to organize the records had they 
been maintained in original form. 

(4) Requirements applicable to a system 
based on photographic processes. For sys-
tems based on photographic, photo-
static, or miniature photographic proc-
esses, the records must be maintained 
according to an index of all records in 
the system following the same criteria 
that would have been used to organize 
the records had they been maintained 
in original form.

§ 721.3 Destruction or disposal of 
records. 

If the Department of Commerce or 
other authorized U.S. government 
agency makes a formal or informal re-
quest for a certain record or records, 
such record or records may not be de-
stroyed or disposed of without the 
written authorization of the requesting 
entity.

PART 722—INTERPRETATIONS 
[RESERVED]

NOTE: This part is reserved for interpreta-
tions of parts 710 through 721 and also for ap-
plicability of decisions by the Organization 
for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 
(OPCW).

PARTS 723–729 [RESERVED]
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