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15 CFR Ch. IX (1–1–04 Edition)§ 917.40

Subpart E—General Consider-
ations Pertaining to Sea Grant 
Funding

§ 917.40 General. 
This subpart sets forth general con-

siderations pertaining to Sea Grant 
funding.

§ 917.41 Application guidance for Sea 
Grant funding. 

(a) Detailed guidance for submission 
of applications for National Sea Grant 
Program Funding is given in the publi-
cation, ‘‘The National Sea Grant Pro-
gram: Program Description and Sug-
gestions for Preparing Proposals,’’ 
available on request from: Office of Sea 
Grant Program, 3300 Whitehaven 
Street NW., Washington, DC 20235. 

(b) It is noted here that application 
for Sea Grant funding shall be made 
pursuant to the following Federal pro-
visions: 

(1) OMB Circular A–110 ‘‘Grants and 
Agreements with Institutions of Higher 
Education, Hospitals, and Other Non-
Profit Organizations.’’

(2) OMB Circular A–111, ‘‘Designation 
of Federal Programs Suitable for Joint 
Funding Purposes.’’

(3) GSA FMC 73–6, ‘‘Coordinating In-
direct Cost Rates and Audit at Edu-
cational Institutions.’’

(4) GSA FMC 73–7, ‘‘Administration 
of College and University Research 
Grants.’’

(5) GSA FMC 73–8, ‘‘Cost Principles 
for Educational Institutions.’’

(6) GSA FMC 74–4, ‘‘Cost Principles 
Applicable to Grants and Contracts 
with State and Local Governments.’’

(7) OMB Circular A–102, ‘‘Uniform Ad-
ministrative Requirements for Grants-
in-Aid to State and Local Govern-
ments.’’

(8) NOAA General Provisions imple-
menting OMB Circular A–110, ‘‘Grants 
and Agreements with Institutions of 
Higher Education, Hospitals, and Other 
Non-Profit Organizations.’’

§ 917.42 Categories of support avail-
able for the conducting of Sea 
Grant activities. 

(a) Three categories of support are 
available for the conducting of Sea 
Grant activities: Projects; coherent 
area programs; and institutional pro-

grams. In general, funding for institu-
tional programs and coherent area pro-
grams are made with expectation of re-
newal, as long as the funding recipient 
maintains a high level of quality and 
relevance in its activities. Project 
funding is made generally for a single 
item of research, education and train-
ing, or advisory service, but may be re-
newed under certain conditions; each 
renewal is negotiated individually. 

(b) Project support is for a clearly de-
fined activity to be conducted over a 
definite period of time to achieve a 
specified goal. The project may be in 
research, education, training, or advi-
sory services. Support for a project is 
made to an individual investigator or 
project director through his organiza-
tion. 

(c) Intermediate between the institu-
tional programs and individual projects 
are coherent area programs. These 
have two main purposes: 

(1) To bring into the National Sea 
Grant Program institutions of higher 
education that have a strong core of 
capability in some aspects of marine 
affairs, but which do not qualify or do 
not wish to qualify for institutional 
program support at this time. The pur-
pose of support in such cases is to en-
able the institution to apply its exist-
ing competence to its regional prob-
lems and opportunities while devel-
oping the broader base of capability 
and the internal organization that will 
lead to institutional support. This pro-
gram category requires a definite com-
mitment on the part of the institution 
to develop an institutional program 
and to present a multiproject, multi-
disciplinary program involving the ex-
isting competence of an institution in 
a unified or coherent attack on well-
defined local or regional problems. 
Such a coherent area program should 
include research, education and train-
ing, and advisory services, to the ex-
tent of the institution’s capability. 

(2) To bring into the National Sea 
Grant Program (on a more or less con-
tinuing basis) qualified entities that 
have rare or unique capability in a spe-
cialized field of marine affairs. Such 
entities need not be institutions of 
higher education. 

(d) Institutional grants are made to 
institutions of higher education or to a 
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combination of institutions that have 
an existing broad base of competence 
in marine affairs. To qualify, an insti-
tution must make a positive, long-
range commitment to objectives of the 
National Sea Grant Program as evi-
dence by committing the institution’s 
own resources in the form of matching 
funds, creation of the organization nec-
essary for management of the Sea 
Grant Program, quality education pro-
grams in marine areas, establishment 
of interdisciplinary research teams, 
and development of advisory service 
mechanisms for strong interaction 
with marine communities in its region. 
A Sea Grant institutional program is 
expected to provide intellectual leader-
ship in assisting its region to solve 
problems and to realize opportunities 
of its marine environment. To the ex-
tent possible, an institutional program 
should involve all appropriate elements 
of the institution, whether colleges or 
departments, and devise cooperative or 
mutally supporting programs with 
other institutions of higher education, 
and with Federal and state agencies, 
local agencies, and industry. An insti-
tutional program should have substan-
tial strength in the three basic Sea 
Grant activities: research, education 
and training, and advisory services. 
Sea Grant institutional programs that 
meet the qualifications for Sea Grant 
College or Sea Grant Regional Consor-
tium status set forth at 15 CFR part 918 
will be so designated by the Secretary.

§ 917.43 Terms and conditions of Sea 
Grant funding. 

No Sea Grant funding may be applied 
to: 

(a)(1) the purchase or rental of any 
land or (2) the purchase, rental, con-
struction, preservation, or repair of 
any building, dock, or vessel, except 
that payment under any such grant or 
contract may (if approved by the As-
sistant Administrator for Administra-
tion of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration or designee) 
be applied to the purchase, rental, con-
struction, preservation, or repair of 
non-self-propelled habitats, buoys, 
platforms, and other similar devices or 
structures, or to the rental of any re-
search vessel which is used in direct 

support of activities under any Sea 
Grant program or project. 

(b) In addition, Sea Grant funding 
under the Sea Grant Matched Funding 
Program will be subject to the limita-
tion that the total amount which may 
be obligated within any one state to 
persons under the Sea Grant Matched 
Funding Program in any fiscal year 
shall not exceed an amount equal to 15 
percent of the funds appropriated for 
the Sea Grant Matched Funding Pro-
gram. 

(c) Any person who receives or uti-
lizes Sea Grant funding shall keep the 
records required by OMB Circular A–
110, ‘‘Grant and Agreements with Insti-
tutions of Higher Education, Hospitals, 
and Other Non-Profit Organizations,’’ 
and by NOAA General Provision, im-
plementing OMB Circular A–110, by 
OMB Circular A–102, ‘‘Uniform Admin-
istrative Requirements for Grants-in-
Aid to State and Local Governments,’’ 
including records that fully disclose 
the amount and disposition by the re-
cipient of such proceeds, the total cost 
of the program or project in which such 
proceeds were used, and the amount, if 
any, of such cost which was provided 
through other sources. Such records 
shall be maintained for three years 
after the completion of such a program 
or project. The Secretary and the 
Comptroller General of the United 
States, or any of their duly authorized 
representatives, shall have access, for 
the purpose of audit and evaulation, to 
any books, documents, papers, and 
records of receipt which, in the opinion 
of the Secretary or the Comptroller 
General, may be related or pertinent to 
such grants and contracts.

PART 918—SEA GRANTS

Sec.
918.1 Introduction. 
918.2 Definitions. 
918.3 Eligibility, qualifications, and respon-

sibility of a Sea Grant College. 
918.4 Duration of Sea Grant College des-

ignation. 
918.5 Eligibility, qualifications, and respon-

sibilities—Sea Grant Regional Consortia. 
918.6 Duration of Sea Grant Regional Con-

sortium designation. 
918.7 Application for designation.

VerDate jul<14>2003 20:34 Jan 18, 2004 Jkt 203049 PO 00000 Frm 00087 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\203049T.XXX 203049T


