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general permit for consistency with the 
enforceable policies of management 
programs. Federal agencies shall, to 
the maximum extent practicable, in-
corporate the State conditions into the 
general permit. If the State conditions 
are not incorporated into the general 
permit or a State agency objects to the 
general permit, then the Federal agen-
cy shall notify potential users of the 
general permit that the general permit 
is not authorized for that State unless 
the State agency concurs that the ac-
tivity is consistent with the enforce-
able policies of its management pro-
gram. Accordingly, the applicants in 
those States shall provide the State 
agency with a consistency certification 
under subpart D of this part. 

(e) The terms ‘‘Federal agency activ-
ity’’ and ‘‘Federal development 
project’’ also include modifications of 
any such activity or development 
project which affect any coastal use or 
resource, provided that, in the case of 
modifications of an activity or develop-
ment project which the State agency 
has previously reviewed, the effect on 
any coastal use or resource is substan-
tially different than those previously 
reviewed by the State agency.

§ 930.32 Consistent to the maximum 
extent practicable. 

(a)(1) The term ‘‘consistent to the 
maximum extent practicable’’ means 
fully consistent with the enforceable 
policies of management programs un-
less full consistency is prohibited by 
existing law applicable to the Federal 
agency. 

(2) Section 307(e) of the Act does not 
relieve Federal agencies of the consist-
ency requirements under the Act. The 
Act was intended to cause substantive 
changes in Federal agency decision-
making within the context of the dis-
cretionary powers residing in such 
agencies. Accordingly, whenever le-
gally permissible, Federal agencies 
shall consider the enforceable policies 
of management programs as require-
ments to be adhered to in addition to 
existing Federal agency statutory 
mandates. If a Federal agency asserts 
that full consistency with the manage-
ment program is prohibited, it shall 
clearly describe, in writing, to the 
State agency the statutory provisions, 

legislative history, or other legal au-
thority which limits the Federal agen-
cy’s discretion to be fully consistent 
with the enforceable policies of the 
management program. 

(3) For the purpose of determining 
consistent to the maximum extent 
practicable under paragraphs (a)(1) and 
(2) of this section, federal legal author-
ity includes Federal appropriation Acts 
if the appropriation Act includes lan-
guage that specifically prohibits full 
consistency with specific enforceable 
policies of management programs. Fed-
eral agencies shall not use a general 
claim of a lack of funding or insuffi-
cient appropriated funds or failure to 
include the cost of being fully con-
sistent in Federal budget and planning 
processes as a basis for being con-
sistent to the maximum extent prac-
ticable with an enforceable policy of a 
management program. The only cir-
cumstance where a Federal agency 
may rely on a lack of funding as a limi-
tation on being fully consistent with 
an enforceable policy is the Presi-
dential exemption described in section 
307(c)(1)(B) of the Act (16 USC 
1456(c)(1)(B)). In cases where the cost of 
being consistent with the enforceable 
policies of a management program was 
not included in the Federal agency’s 
budget and planning processes, the 
Federal agency should determine the 
amount of funds needed and seek addi-
tional federal funds. Federal agencies 
should include the cost of being fully 
consistent with the enforceable poli-
cies of management programs in their 
budget and planning processes, to the 
same extent that a Federal agency 
would plan for the cost of complying 
with other federal requirements. 

(b) A Federal agency may deviate 
from full consistency with an approved 
management program when such devi-
ation is justified because of an emer-
gency or other similar unforeseen cir-
cumstance (‘‘exigent circumstance’’), 
which presents the Federal agency 
with a substantial obstacle that pre-
vents complete adherence to the ap-
proved program. Any deviation shall be 
the minimum necessary to address the 
exigent circumstance. Federal agencies 
shall carry out their activities con-
sistent to the maximum extent prac-
ticable with the enforceable policies of 
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a management program, to the extent 
that the exigent circumstance allows. 
Federal agencies shall consult with 
State agencies to the extent that an 
exigent circumstance allows and shall 
attempt to seek State agency concur-
rence prior to addressing the exigent 
circumstance. Once the exigent cir-
cumstances have passed, and if the 
Federal agency is still carrying out an 
activity with coastal effects, Federal 
agencies shall comply with all applica-
ble provisions of this subpart to ensure 
that the activity is consistent to the 
maximum extent practicable with the 
enforceable policies of management 
programs. Once the Federal agency has 
addressed the exigent circumstance or 
completed its emergency response ac-
tivities, it shall provide the State 
agency with a description of its actions 
and their coastal effects. 

(c) A classified activity that affects 
any coastal use or resource is not ex-
empt from the requirements of this 
subpart, unless the activity is exempt-
ed by the President under section 
307(c)(1)(B) of the Act. Under the con-
sistent to the maximum extent prac-
ticable standard, the Federal agency 
shall provide to the State agency a de-
scription of the project and coastal ef-
fects that it is legally permitted to re-
lease or does not otherwise breach the 
classified nature of the activity. Even 
when a Federal agency may not be able 
to disclose project information, the 
Federal agency shall conduct the clas-
sified activity consistent to the max-
imum extent practicable with the en-
forceable policies of management pro-
grams. The term classified means to 
protect from disclosure national secu-
rity information concerning the na-
tional defense or foreign policy, pro-
vided that the information has been 
properly classified in accordance with 
the substantive and procedural require-
ments of an executive order. Federal 
and State agencies are encouraged to 
agree on a qualified third party(ies) 
with appropriate security clearance(s) 
to review classified information and to 
provide non-classified comments re-
garding the activity’s reasonably fore-
seeable coastal effects.

§ 930.33 Identifying Federal agency ac-
tivities affecting any coastal use or 
resource. 

(a) Federal agencies shall determine 
which of their activities affect any 
coastal use or resource of States with 
approved management programs. 

(1) Effects are determined by looking 
at reasonably foreseeable direct and in-
direct effects on any coastal use or re-
source. An action which has minimal 
or no environmental effects may still 
have effects on a coastal use (e.g., ef-
fects on public access and recreational 
opportunities, protection of historic 
property) or a coastal resource, if the 
activity initiates an event or series of 
events where coastal effects are reason-
ably foreseeable. Therefore, Federal 
agencies shall, in making a determina-
tion of effects, review relevant man-
agement program enforceable policies 
as part of determining effects on any 
coastal use or resource. 

(2) If the Federal agency determines 
that a Federal agency activity has no 
effects on any coastal use or resource, 
and a negative determination under 
§ 930.35 is not required, then the Fed-
eral agency is not required to coordi-
nate with State agencies under section 
307 of the Act. 

(3)(i) De minimis Federal agency ac-
tivities. Federal agencies are encour-
aged to review their activities, other 
than development projects within the 
coastal zone, to identify de minimis ac-
tivities, and request State agency con-
currence that these de minimis activi-
ties should not be subject to further 
State agency review. De minimis activi-
ties shall only be excluded from State 
agency review if a Federal agency and 
State agency have agreed. The State 
agency shall provide for public partici-
pation under section 306(d)(14) of the 
Act when reviewing the Federal agen-
cy’s de minimis activity request. If the 
State agency objects to the Federal 
agency’s de minimis finding then the 
Federal agency must provide the State 
agency with either a negative deter-
mination or a consistency determina-
tion pursuant to this subpart. OCRM is 
available to facilitate a Federal agen-
cy’s request. 

(ii) De minimis activities are activi-
ties that are expected to have insignifi-
cant direct or indirect (cumulative and 
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