§970.204

(4) A description of the methods to be
used to determine the location, abun-
dance, and quality (i.e., assay) of nod-
ules, and to measure physical condi-
tions in the area which will affect nod-
ule recovery system design and oper-

ations (e.g., seafloor topography,
seafloor geotechnic properties, and cur-
rents);

(5) A general description of the devel-
oping recovery and processing tech-
nology related to the proposed license,
and of any planned or ongoing testing
and evaluation of such technology. To
the extent possible at the time of ap-
plication, this description should ad-
dress such factors as nodule collection
technique, seafloor sediment rejection
subsystem, mineship nodule separation
scheme, pumping method, anticipated
equipment test areas, and details on
the testing plan;

(6) An estimated schedule of expendi-
tures, which must be responsive to the
diligence requirements as discussed in
§970.602;

(7) Measures to protect the environ-
ment and to monitor the effectiveness
of environmental safeguards and moni-
toring systems for commercial recov-
ery. These measures must take into ac-
count the provisions in 8§970.506,
970.518, 970.522 and subpart G of this
part; and

(8) A description of any relevant ac-
tivity that the applicant has completed
prior to the submission of the applica-
tion.

§970.204 Environmental and use con-
flict analysis.

(a) Environmental information. To en-
able NOAA to implement better its re-
sponsibility under section 109(d) of the
Act to develop an environmental im-
pact statement (EIS) on the issuance of
an exploration license, the application
must include information for use in
preparing NOAA'’s EIS on the environ-
mental impacts of the activities pro-
posed by the applicant. The applicant
must present physical, chemical and
biological information for the explo-
ration area. This information should
include relevant environmental infor-
mation, if any, obtained during past
exploration activities, but need not du-
plicate information obtained during
NOAA’s DOMES Project. Planned ac-
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tivities in the area, including the test-
ing of integrated mining systems which
simulate commercial recovery, also
must be described. NOAA will need in-
formation with the application on loca-
tion and boundaries of the proposed ex-
ploration area, and plans for delinea-
tion of features of the exploration area
including baseline data or plans for ac-
quiring them. The applicant may at his
option delay submission of baseline and
equipment data and system test plans.
However, applicants so electing should
plan to submit this latter information
at least one year prior to the initial
test, to allow time for the supplement
to the site-specific EIS, if one is re-
quired, to be prepared by NOAA, cir-
culated, reviewed and filed with EPA.
The submission of this information
with the application is strongly en-
couraged, however, to minimize the
possibility that a supplement will be
required. If such latter information is
submitted subsequent to the original
application such tests may not be un-
dertaken in the absence of concurrence
by NOAA (which, if applicable, will be
required in a term, condition, or re-
striction in the license). NOAA has de-
veloped a technical guidance document
which will provide assistance for the
agency and the applicant, in consulta-
tion, to identify the details on informa-
tion needed in each case. NOAA may
refer to such information for purposes
of other determinations under the Act
as well. NOAA also will seek to facili-
tate other Federal and, as necessary,
state decisions on exploration activi-
ties by functioning as lead agency for
the EIS on the application and related
actions by other agencies, including
those pertaining to any onshore im-
pacts which may result from the pro-
posed exploration activities.

(b) Use conflict information. To assist
the Administrator in making deter-
minations relating to potential use
conflicts between the proposed explo-
ration and other activities in the ex-
ploration area, pursuant to §§970.503,
970.505, and 970.520, the application
must include information known to the
applicant with respect to such other
activities.

316



