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government and disclosure of the re-
quested information is not primarily in 
the commercial interest of the re-
quester. 

(5) In making a determination under 
paragraph (f)(4) of this section, the 
Secretary shall consider the following 
factors: 

(i) The subject of the request: Wheth-
er the subject of the requested records 
concerns the operations or activities of 
the government. 

(ii) The informative value of the in-
formation to be disclosed: Whether the 
disclosure is likely to contribute to an 
understanding of government oper-
ations or activities. 

(iii) The contribution to an under-
standing of the subject by the general 
public likely to result from disclosure: 
Whether disclosure of the requested in-
formation will contribute to public un-
derstanding. 

(iv) The significance of the contribu-
tion to public understanding: Whether 
the disclosure is likely to contribute 
significantly to public understanding 
of government operations or activities. 

(v) The existence and magnitude of a 
commercial interest: Whether the re-
quester has a commercial interest that 
would be furthered by the requested 
disclosure; and, if so 

(vi) The primary interest in disclo-
sure: Whether the magnitude of the 
identified commercial interest of the 
requester is sufficiently large, in com-
parison with the public interest in dis-
closure, that disclosure is primarily in 
the commercial interest of the re-
quester. 

(6) Any determination made by the 
Secretary concerning fee waivers may 
be appealed by the requester to the 
Commission’s General Counsel in the 
manner described at § 1015.7. 

(g) Collection of fees shall be in ac-
cordance with the following: 

(1) Interest will be charged on 
amounts billed, starting on the 31st 
day following the day on which the re-
quester received the bill. Interest will 
be at the rate prescribed in 31 U.S.C. 
3717. 

(2) Search fees will be imposed (on re-
questers charged for search time) even 
if no responsive documents are located 
or if the search leads to responsive doc-
uments that are withheld under an ex-

emption to the Freedom of Information 
Act. Such fees shall not exceed $25.00, 
unless the requester has authorized a 
higher amount. 

(3) Before the Commission begins 
processing a request or discloses any 
information, it will require advance 
payment if: 

(i) Charges are estimated to exceed 
$250.00 and the requester has no history 
of payment and cannot provide satis-
factory assurance that payment will be 
made; or 

(ii) A requester failed to pay the 
Commission for a previous Freedom of 
Information Act request within 30 days 
of the billing date. 

(4) The Commission will aggregate 
requests, for the purposes of billing, 
whenever it reasonably believes that a 
requester or group of requesters is at-
tempting to separate a request into 
more than one request for the purpose 
of evading fees. 

(5) If a requester’s total bill is less 
than $9.00, the Commission will not re-
quest payment. 

[52 FR 28979, Aug. 5, 1987, as amended at 62 
FR 46198, Sept. 2, 1997]

§ 1015.10 Commission report of actions 
to Congress. 

On or before February 1 of each year, 
the Commission shall submit a report 
of its activities with regard to freedom 
of information requests during the pre-
ceding fiscal year to the Attorney Gen-
eral of the United States. This report 
shall include: 

(a) The number of determinations 
made by the Commission not to comply 
with requests for records made to the 
Commission under the provisions of 
this part and the reasons for each such 
determination. 

(b)(1) The number of appeals made by 
persons under such provisions, the re-
sult of such appeals, and the reason for 
the action upon each appeal that re-
sults in a denial of information; and 

(2) A complete list of all statutes 
that the Commission relies upon to 
withhold information under such provi-
sions, a description of whether a court 
has upheld the decision of the Commis-
sion to withhold information under 
each such statute, and a concise de-
scription of the scope of any informa-
tion withheld.
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(c) The number of requests for 
records pending before the Commission 
as of September 30 of the preceding 
year, and the median number of days 
that such requests had been pending 
before the Commission as of that date. 

(d) The number of requests for 
records received by the Commission 
and the number of requests which the 
Commission processed. 

(e) The median number of days taken 
by the Commission to process different 
types of requests. 

(f) The total amount of fees collected 
by the Commission for processing re-
quests. 

(g) The number of full-time staff of 
the Commission devoted to processing 
requests for records under such provi-
sions, and the total amount expended 
by the Commission for processing such 
requests. 

[42 FR 10490, Feb. 22, 1997, as amended at 62 
FR 46198, Sept. 2, 1997]

§ 1015.11 Disclosure of trade secrets to 
consultants and contractors; non-
disclosure to advisory committees 
and other government agencies. 

(a) In accordance with section 6(a)(2) 
of the CPSA, the Commission may dis-
close information which it has deter-
mined to be a trade secret under 5 
U.S.C. 552(b)(4) to Commission consult-
ants and contractors for use only in 
their work for the Commission. Such 
persons are subject to the same restric-
tions with respect to disclosure of such 
information as any Commission em-
ployee. 

(b) In accordance with section 6(a)(2) 
of the CPSA, the Commission is prohib-
ited from disclosing information which 
it has determined to be a trade secret 
under 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(4) to advisory 
committees, except when required in 
the official conduct of their business, 
or to other Federal agencies and state 
and local governments.

§ 1015.12 Disclosure to Congress. 
(a) All records of the Commission 

shall be disclosed to Congress upon a 
request made by the chairman or rank-
ing minority member of a committee 
or subcommittee of Congress acting 
pursuant to committee business and 
having jurisdiction over the matter 
about which information is requested. 

(b) An individual member of Congress 
who requests a record for his or her 
personal use or on behalf of any con-
stituent shall be subject to the same 
rules that apply to members of the gen-
eral public. 

[42 FR 10490, Feb. 22, 1977, as amended at 52 
FR 45632, Dec. 1, 1987; 53 FR 3868, Feb. 10, 
1988]

Subpart B—Exemptions From Pro-
duction and Disclosure Under 
5 U.S.C. 552(b)

§ 1015.15 Purpose and scope. 

(a) The regulations of this subpart 
provide information concerning the 
types of records which may be withheld 
from production and disclosure by the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission 
and the internal Commission procedure 
for withholding exempt records. These 
regulations also provide information 
on the method whereby persons sub-
mitting information to the Commis-
sion may request that the information 
be considered exempt from disclosure, 
and information concerning the Com-
mission’s treatment of documents sub-
mitted with a request that they be 
treated as exempt from disclosure. 

(b) No identifiable record requested 
in accordance with the procedures con-
tained in this part shall be withheld 
from disclosure unless it falls within 
one of the classes of records exempt 
under 5 U.S.C 552(b). The Commission 
will make available, to the extent per-
mitted by law, records authorized to be 
withheld under 5 U.S.C. 552(b) unless 
the Commission determines that dis-
closure is contrary to the public inter-
est. In this regard the Commission will 
not ordinarily release documents that 
provide legal advice to the Commission 
concerning pending or prospective liti-
gation where the release of such docu-
ments would significantly interfere 
with the Commission’s regulatory or 
enforcement proceedings. 

(c) Draft documents that are agency 
records are subject to release upon re-
quest in accordance with this regula-
tion. However, in order to avoid any 
misunderstanding of the preliminary 
nature of a draft document, each draft 
document released will be marked to
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