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cord material, the consumer is unable
to consider this factor in his purchase.

(iii) Actual number of plies. Consumers
have preference for industry products
of a stated type of construction (e.g., 2
ply v. 4 ply). Without adequate disclo-
sure the consumer is denied the basis
for considering this factor in his selec-
tion.

NOTE: Where the tire is of radial construc-
tion the ply count disclosure will be satisfied
by the statement ‘“‘radial ply.”

(2) Disclosure on the tire. The fol-
lowing information should be clearly
disclosed in a permanent manner on
the outside wall of the tire:

(i) Size. Size is extremely important
not only to insure that the tire will fit
the vehicle wheel, but because it also is
a determining factor as to the load-car-
rying capacity of the vehicle.

(if) Whether tire is tubeless or tube type.

(iii) Actual number of plies.

NOTE: Where the tire is of radial construc-
tion the ply count disclosure will be satisfied
by the statement “‘radial ply.”

(3) Other disclosures—(i) Generic name
of cord material used in ply. A disclosure
of the generic name of the cord mate-
rial used in the ply of the tire should
be made on a label or tag prominently
displayed on the tire itself, and affixed
in such a fashion that it cannot be eas-
ily removed prior to sale.

(if) Load-carrying capacity and infla-
tion pressure. One of the most impor-
tant factors in obtaining tire perform-
ance is proper care and use. Included in
such care is inflating the tire to the re-
quired level as related to load-carrying
capacity and use. To insure that such
pressures are maintained by the user
and the tire is not overloaded beyond
its safe capacity, a table or chart
should be provided for retention by the
purchaser. This will apprise the pur-
chaser of the load-carrying capacity of
the tires as related to the range of rec-
ommended air pressures and use. It
may also supply data which indicate
the effect such varying pressures will
have on the operation of the auto-
mobile.

NoOTE: Automobile manufacturers who pro-
vide tires as original equipment with new
automobiles should incorporate such infor-
mation in the owner’s manual given to new
car purchasers.

§228.2

[Guide 1]

[32 FR 15525, Nov. 8, 1967, as amended at 33
FR 982, Jan. 26, 1968]

§228.2 Designations
level, or quality.

(a) There exists today no industry-
wide, government or other accepted
system of quality standards or grading
of industry products. Within the indus-
try, however, a variety of trade termi-
nology has developed which, when used
in conjunction with consumer trans-
actions, has the tendency to suggest
that a system of quality standards or
grading does in fact exist. Typical of
such terminology are the expressions
“line,” “level,” and ‘“‘premium.” The
exact meaning of such terminology
may vary from one industry member to
another. Therefore, the ‘‘i1st line’” or
““100 level” or “‘premium” tire of one
industry member may be grossly infe-
rior to the “‘1st line” or ‘“100 level’’ or
“premium”’ tire of another member
since in the absence of an accepted sys-
tem of grading or quality standards,
each member can determine what
“line,” “‘level,”” or “‘premium’’ classi-
fication to attach to a tire.

(b) The consumer does not under-
stand the significance of the absence of
accepted grading or quality standards
and is likely to assume that the expres-
sions “‘line,” “‘level,” and ‘‘premium”
connote valid criteria. Since the con-
sumer is likely to misinterpret the
meaning of such terminology, he may
be deceived into purchasing an inferior
product because it has been given such
designation.

(c) In the absence of an accepted sys-
tem of grading or quality standards for
industry products, it is improper to
represent, either through the use of
such expressions as ‘line,” *“level,”
“premium’ or in any other manner,
that such a system exists, unless the
representation is accompanied by a
clear and conspicuous disclosure:

(1) That no industrywide or other ac-
cepted system of quality standards or
grading of industry products currently
exists, and

(2) That representations as to grade,
line, level, or quality, relate only to
the private standard of the marketer of
the tire so described (e.g., “XYZ first
line™).

of grade, line,
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§228.3

(d) Additionally, products should not
be described as being “‘first line’’ unless
the products so described are the best
products, exclusive of premium quality
products embodying special features, of
the manufacturer or brand name dis-
tributor applying such designation.
[Guide 2]

§228.3 Deceptive designations.

In the advertising or labeling of prod-
ucts, industry members should not use
designations for grades of products
they offer to the public:

(a) Which have the capacity to de-
ceive purchasers into believing that
such products are equal or superior to
a better grade or grades of their prod-
ucts when such conclusion would be
contrary to fact (for example, if the
“first line”” tire of a manufacturer is
designated as ‘‘Standard,” ‘“‘High
Standard,” or ‘‘Deluxe High Standard,”’
the tires of that manufacturer which
are of lesser quality should not be des-
ignated or described as ‘‘Super Stand-
ard,” “‘Supreme High Standard,”
“Super Deluxe High Standard,” or
“Premium”’), or

(b) Which are otherwise false or mis-
leading.

NOTE: When a manufacturer applies a des-
ignation to a product which falsely rep-
resents or implies the product is equal or su-
perior in quality to its better grade or grades
of products, it is responsible for any result-
ing deception whether it is a direct result of
the designation or a result of the placing in
the hands of others a means and instrumen-
tality for the creation by them of a false and
deceptive impression with respect to the
comparative quality of products made by
that manufacturer.

[Guide 3]

§228.4 Original equipment.

Original equipment tires are under-
stood to mean the same brand and
quality tires used generally as original
equipment on new current models of
vehicles of domestic manufacture. A
tire which was formerly but is not cur-
rently used as ‘‘Original Equipment,”
should not be described as “‘Original
Equipment’” without clear and con-
spicuous disclosure in close conjunc-
tion with the term, of the latest actual
year such tire was used as ‘“‘Original
Equipment.”” [Guide 4]
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§228.5 Comparative quality and per-
formance claims.

Representations and claims made by
industry members that their products
are superior in quality or performance
to other products should not be made
unless:

(a) The representation or claim is
based on an actual test utilizing ade-
quate and technically sound procedures
of the performance of the advertised
product and of the product with which
it is compared; the test procedure, re-
sults of which are in writing and avail-
able for inspection; and

(b) The basis of the comparison is
clearly stated and the comparison is
based on identical conditions of use.
Dangling comparatives should not be
used.

(c) Claims or representations that
one tire is comparable or identical to
another should not be used unless the
advertiser is able to establish that such
tires are comparable not only as re-
spects the molds in which the tires are
made, but also as respects all signifi-
cant materials used in their construc-
tion. [Guide 5]

§228.6 Ply count, plies, ply rating.

A ply is a layer of rubberized fabric
contained in the body of the tire and
extending from one bead of the tire to
the other bead of the tire. The con-
sumer is interested in, and is entitled
to know, certain information in regard
to plies in tires. However, a great deal
of terminology connected with plies
which is utilized in advertising has the
tendency to confuse and deceive the
public and is accordingly inappro-
priate.

(a) It is improper to utilize any state-
ment or depiction which denotes or im-
plies that tires possess more plies than
they in fact actually possess. Phrases
such as ““Super 6’ or ‘““Deluxe 8’ as de-
scriptive of tires of less than 6 or 8
plies, respectively, should not be used.

(b) The actual number of plies in a
tire is not necessarily determinative of
the ultimate strength, performance or
quality of the product. Variations in
the amount and type of fabric utilized
in the ply and other construction fea-
tures of the tire will determine the ul-
timate strength, performance or qual-
ity of the product. Through variations
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