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value, you need not make the above 
statement. 

(e) For air duct insulation, the chart 
must be followed by this statement:

‘‘The R-value of this insulation varies de-
pending on how much it is compressed dur-
ing installation.’’

(f) After the chart and any statement 
dealing with the specific type of insula-
tion, ALL fact sheets must carry this 
statement, boxed, in 12-point type:

READ THIS BEFORE YOU BUY 

What You Should Know About R-values
The chart shows the R-value of this insula-

tion. R means resistance to heat flow. The 
higher the R-value, the greater the insu-
lating power. Compare insulation R-values 
before you buy. 

There are other factors to consider. The 
amount of insulation you need depends 
mainly on the climate you live in. Also, your 
fuel savings from insulation will depend 
upon the climate, the type and size of your 
house, the amount of insulation already in 
your house, and your fuel use patterns and 
family size. If you buy too much insulation, 
it will cost you more than what you’ll save 
on fuel. 

To get the marked R-value, it is essential 
that this insulation be installed properly.

[44 FR 50242, Aug. 27, 1979, as amended at 45 
FR 68928, Oct. 17, 1980]

§ 460.14 How retailers must handle 
fact sheets. 

If you sell insulation to do-it-your-
self customers, you must have fact 
sheets for the insulation products you 
sell. You must make the fact sheets 
available to your customers. You can 
decide how to do this, as long as your 
insulation customers are likely to no-
tice them. For example, you can put 
them in a display, and let customers 
take copies of them. You can keep 
them in a binder at a counter or serv-
ice desk, and have a sign telling cus-
tomers where the fact sheets are.

§ 460.15 How installers must handle 
fact sheets. 

If you are an installer, you must 
have fact sheets for the insulation 
products you sell. Before customers 
agree to buy insulation from you, you 
must show them the fact sheet(s) for 
the type(s) of insulation they want. 
You can decide how to do this. For ex-
ample, you can give each customer a 

copy of the fact sheet(s). You can keep 
the fact sheets in a binder, and show 
customers the binder before they agree 
to buy.

§ 460.16 What new home sellers must 
tell new home buyers. 

If you are a new home seller, you 
must put the following information in 
every sales contract: The type, thick-
ness, and R-value of the insulation that 
will be installed in each part of the 
house. There is an exception to this 
rule. If the buyer signs a sales contract 
before you know what type of insula-
tion will be put in the house, or if there 
is a change in the contract, you can 
give the buyer a receipt stating this in-
formation as soon as you find out.

§ 460.17 What installers must tell their 
customers. 

If you are an installer, you must give 
your customers a contract or receipt 
for the insulation you install. For all 
insulation except loose-fill and alu-
minum foil, the receipt must show the 
coverage area, thickness, and R-value 
of the insulation you installed. For 
loose-fill, the receipt must show those 
three items plus the number of bags 
used. For aluminum foil, the receipt 
must show the number and thickness 
of the air spaces, the direction of heat 
flow, and the R-value. The receipt must 
be dated and signed by the installer. To 
figure out the R-value of the insula-
tion, use the data that the manufac-
turer gives you. Do not multiply the R-
value for one inch by the number of 
inches you installed. If you put insula-
tion in more than one part of the 
house, put the data for each part on the 
receipt. You can do this on one receipt, 
as long as you do not add up the cov-
erage areas or R-values for different 
parts of the house.

§ 460.18 Insulation ads. 
(a) If your ad gives an R-value, you 

must give the type of insulation and 
the thickness needed to get that R-
value. Also, add this statement ex-
plaining R-values: ‘‘The higher the R-
value, the greater the insulating 
power. Ask your seller for the fact 
sheet on R-values.’’

(b) If your ad gives a price, you must 
give the type of insulation, the R-value 
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at a specific thickness, the statement 
explaining R-values in paragraph (a) of 
this section, and the coverage area for 
that thickness. If you give the price 
per square foot, you do not have to give 
the coverage area. 

(c) If your ad gives the thickness of 
your insulation, you must give its R-
value at that thickness and the state-
ment explaining R-values in paragraph 
(a) of this section. 

(d) If your ad compares one type of 
insulation to another, the comparison 
must be based on the same coverage 
areas. You must give the R-value at a 
specific thickness for each insulation, 
and the statement explaining R-values 
in paragraph (a) of this section. If you 
give the price of each insulation, you 
must also give the coverage area for 
the price and thickness shown. How-
ever, if you give the price per square 
foot, you do not have to give the cov-
erage area. 

(e) If your ad gives the R-value of 
urea-based foam insulation, you must 
add this statement: ‘‘Foam insulation 
shrinks after it is installed. This 
shrinkage may significantly reduce the 
R-value you get.’’ However, you can 
lower your product’s R-value to ac-
count for shrinkage. To do this, you 
must have reliable scientific proof of 
the extent of shrinkage for your prod-
uct and of its effect on R-value. If you 
lower your product’s R-value, you need 
not make the above statement. 

(f) The affirmative disclosure re-
quirements in § 460.18 do not apply to 
ads on television. 

[44 FR 50242, Aug. 27, 1979, as amended at 51 
FR 39651, Oct. 30, 1986]

§ 460.19 Savings claims. 
(a) If you say or imply in your ads, 

labels, or other promotional materials 
that insulation can cut fuel bills or 
fuel use, you must have a reasonable 
basis for the claim. For example, if you 
say that insulation can ‘‘slash’’ or 
‘‘lower’’ fuel bills, or that insulation 
‘‘saves money,’’ you must have a rea-
sonable basis for the claim. Also, if you 
say that insulation can ‘‘cut fuel use in 
half,’’ or ‘‘lower fuel bills by 30%,’’ you 
must have a reasonable basis for the 
claim. 

(b) If you say or imply in your ads, 
labels, or other promotional materials 

that insulation can cut fuel bills or 
fuel use, you must make this state-
ment about savings: ‘‘Savings vary. 
Find out why in the seller’s fact sheet 
on R-values. Higher R-values mean 
greater insulating power.’’

(c) If you say or imply that a com-
bination of products can cut fuel bills 
or use, you must have a reasonable 
basis for the claim. You must make the 
statement about savings in paragraph 
(b) of this section. Also, you must list 
the combination of products used. They 
may be two or more types of insula-
tion; one or more types of insulation 
and one or more other insulating prod-
ucts, like storm windows or siding; or 
insulation for two or more parts of the 
house, like the attic and walls. You 
must say how much of the savings 
came from each product or location. If 
you cannot give exact or approximate 
figures, you must give a ranking. For 
instance, if your ad says that insula-
tion and storm doors combined to cut 
fuel use by 50%, you must say which 
one saved more. 

(d) If your ad or other promotional 
material is covered by § 460.18 (a), (b), 
(c), or (d), and also makes a savings 
claim, you must follow the rules in 
§§ 460.18 and 460.19. However, you need 
not make the statement explaining R-
value in § 460.18(a). 

(e) Manufacturers are liable if they 
do not have a reasonable basis for their 
savings claims before the claim is 
made. If you are not a manufacturer, 
you are liable only if you know or 
should know that the manufacturer 
does not have a reasonable basis for the 
claim. 

(f) Keep records of all data on savings 
claims for at least three years. For the 
records showing proof for claims, the 
three years will begin again each time 
you make the claim. Federal Trade 
Commission staff members can check 
these records at any time, but they 
must give you reasonable notice first. 

(g) The affirmative disclosure re-
quirements in § 460.19 do not apply to 
ads on television. 

[44 FR 50242, Aug. 27, 1979, as amended at 51 
FR 39651, Oct. 30, 1986]

§ 460.20 R-value per inch claims. 
In labels, fact sheets, ads, or other 

promotional materials, do not give the 
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