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Federal Trade Commission § 803.90

Example: Acquiring person ‘‘A’’ makes a 
non-cash tender offer for voting securities of 
corporation ‘‘X’’, and files notification. 
Under § 801.30, the waiting period begins upon 
filing by ‘‘A,’’ and ‘‘X’’ must file within 15 
days thereafter (10 days if it were a cash ten-
der offer). Assume that before the end of the 
waiting period, the Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral issues a request for additional informa-
tion to ‘‘A’’ and ‘‘X.’’ Since the transaction 
is a non-cash tender offer, the waiting period 
is extended for 30 days (10 days if it were a 
cash tender offer) beyond the date on which 
‘‘A’’ responds. Note that under § 803.21, even 
though the waiting period is not affected by 
the second request to ‘‘X’’ or by ‘‘X’’ sup-
plying the requested information, ‘‘X’’ is 
obliged to respond to the request within a 
reasonable time. Nevertheless, the Federal 
Trade Commission and Assistant Attorney 
General could, notwithstanding the pend-
ency of the request for additional informa-
tion, terminate the waiting period sua 
sponte pursuant to § 803.11(c).

(d)(1) Identification of requests. Every 
request for additional information or 
documentary material shall be clearly 
identified as such, whether commu-
nicated in person, by telephone or in 
writing, and shall clearly identify the 
person, entity or entities, or indi-
vidual(s) to which it is addressed. 

(2) Request for clarification. No request 
for clarification or amplification of a 
response to any item on the Notifica-
tion and Report Form, whether com-
municated in person, by telephone or 
in writing, shall be considered a re-
quest for additional information or 
documentary material within the 
meaning of section 7A(e) and this sec-
tion. 

[43 FR 33548, July 31, 1978, as amended at 48 
FR 34441, July 29, 1983; 66 FR 8697, Feb. 1, 
2001; 68 FR 2431, Jan. 17, 2003]

§ 803.21 Additional information shall 
be supplied within reasonable time. 

All additional information or docu-
mentary material requested pursuant 
to section 7A(e) and § 803.20 (or, if such 
request is not fully complied with, the 
information or documentary material 
submitted and a statement of the rea-
sons for such noncompliance in accord-
ance with § 803.3) shall be supplied 
within a reasonable time.

§ 803.30 Formal and informal interpre-
tations of requirements under the 
Act and the rules. 

(a) The Commission staff may con-
sider requests for formal or informal 
interpretations as to the obligations 
under the act and these rules of any 
party to an acquisition. A request for a 
formal interpretation shall be made in 
writing to the offices designated in 
§ 803.10(c), and shall state: (1) all facts 
which the applicant believes to be ma-
terial, (2) the reasons why the require-
ments of the act are or may be applica-
ble and (3) the question(s) that the ap-
plicant wishes resolved. The Commis-
sion staff may, in its discretion, render 
a formal or informal response to any 
request, however made, or may decline 
to render such advice. 

(b) In the sole discretion of the staff, 
any request for interpretation may be 
referred to the Commission. 

(c) Formal interpretations by the 
Commission staff or by the Commis-
sion shall be rendered with the concur-
rence of the Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral or his or her designee. 

(d) Any formal interpretation shall 
be without prejudice to the right of ei-
ther the Commission or the Assistant 
Attorney General to rescind any such 
interpretation rendered pursuant to 
this section. In the event of such re-
scission, the party which requested the 
interpretation shall be so notified in 
writing. 

(e) The Commission shall publish a 
summary of formal interpretations by 
the Commission, and any rescissions 
thereof, in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

§ 803.90 Separability. 

If any provision of the rules in this 
subchapter (H) (including the Notifica-
tion and Report Form) or the applica-
tion of any such provision to any per-
son or circumstances is held invalid, 
neither the other provisions of the 
rules nor the application of such provi-
sion to other persons or circumstances 
shall be affected thereby.
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