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Unfortunately, the current rate of donation is inadequate to meet the grow-
ing needs of our fellow Americans. Nearly 81,000 of our citizens are on the 
national organ transplant waiting list. Each day, an average of 68 of these 
individuals receive an organ transplant, yet another 17 on the waiting list 
die. As a Nation, we must strive to meet the needs of all Americans await-
ing such donations. 

Through the ‘‘Gift of Life Donation Initiative,’’ my Administration is work-
ing to educate our Nation about the importance of becoming a donor. Dur-
ing National Donate Life Month, more than 6,000 partners, including Fed-
eral agencies, State governments, private industries, unions, fraternal orga-
nizations, and associations have committed to promoting organ and tissue 
donation awareness. As a result, millions of Americans will learn about the 
many ways they can help those in need and save lives. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2003 as National Do-
nate Life Month. I call upon our citizens to sign an organ and tissue donor 
card and to be screened for bone marrow donation. I also urge healthcare 
professionals, volunteers, educators, government agencies, and private orga-
nizations to help raise awareness of the important need for organ and tissue 
donors in communities throughout our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this First day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7659 of April 4, 2003 

National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, 2003 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Crime brings trauma, pain, and insecurity into the lives of too many Ameri-
cans each year. As we work to reduce crime and protect the rights of the 
accused, we must take equal care to protect the rights of their victims. Dur-
ing National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, we remember those who have 
suffered as a result of crime and honor those who have helped these vic-
tims. 

Americans suffered over 24 million crimes in 2001, 5.7 million of which 
involved violence. While we have improved policies and our justice system 
has treated victims with greater respect in recent years, we must continue 
our work to ensure the full rights of all crime victims and better protect 
our citizens. My Administration believes that victims of violent crime have 
important rights that deserve protection in our Constitution, and to guar-
antee these rights, I strongly support the passage of the bipartisan Crime 
Victims’ Rights Amendment. This amendment will provide victims of vio-
lent crime the right to reasonable and timely notice of any public pro-
ceedings involving the crime or release of the perpetrator, and the right to 
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be heard at public proceedings regarding the criminal’s sentence or poten-
tial release. It will also assure that such victims receive timely notice of 
any escape of their attacker. Under this amendment, decision makers will 
duly consider the victim’s safety and payment of restitution from the of-
fender to the victim. This important amendment will strike the right bal-
ance in protecting individual rights and ensuring fairness and equity in our 
criminal justice system. 

Across our Nation, victims’ rights groups work on behalf of victims every 
day. Through care and compassion, these groups and individuals are bring-
ing hope and comfort to their neighbors in need. Domestic violence shel-
ters, support groups for families of homicide victims, rape crisis centers, 
and other organizations in our cities and communities offer vital assistance 
to individuals who have been affected by crime. In times of such crises, 
counselors, hotline operators, clergy, doctors, nurses, law enforcement, and 
countless others also help their fellow Americans cope with their pain and 
suffering. 

As a Nation, we must continue to seek justice on behalf of all people who 
have been victimized by crime. The heroes in these efforts are the individ-
uals and organizations who work to provide valuable support and assist-
ance to those who have suffered from crime. This week allows us to recog-
nize these heroes and renew our commitment to fulfilling the promise of 
our Nation of justice for all. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 6 through April 12, 
2003, as National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. I encourage every commu-
nity to embrace the cause of victims’ rights and to advance it in all sectors 
of our society. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7660 of April 8, 2003 

National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, 2003 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America’s former prisoners of war (POWs) are national heroes whose serv-
ice to our country will never be forgotten. These brave men and women 
who fought for America and endured cruelties and deprivation as prisoners 
of war helped to protect our Nation, liberated millions of people from the 
threats of tyranny and terror, and advanced the cause of freedom world-
wide. 

This year, our Nation commemorates the 50th anniversary of the signing 
of the armistice to end armed conflict in the Korean War. We remember 
Operation Little Switch, conducted April through May 1953, that freed 149 
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