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The accomplishments of charter schools prove that we can improve our
public education system by replacing low expectations with a culture of
achievement that rewards success and does not tolerate failure. Over the
last 2 years, my Administration has taken steps to realize this vision by
supporting accountability for results, expanded parental choice, increased
local flexibility, and a focus on what works. With the No Child Left Behind
Act of 2001, we continue to build a stronger educational foundation for
America’s children. States are now responsible for improving student
achievement in public schools by maintaining tough academic standards
and setting annual progress goals. The law further requires regular testing
to ensure all students are proficient in reading and math and to help iden-
tify learning problems.

My Administration is working to provide the resources schools need to
fund education reform and achieve these high standards. We have in-
creased funding for elementary and secondary education by 36 percent in
the last 2 years, and the Federal Government will spend nearly $24 billion
on these programs this year. Through the new Reading First program, over
$500 million has been distributed to 29 States to assist with reading pro-
grams that help ensure that our children will know how to read by the
third grade. Expansions of our charter schools, and reforms in traditional
public schools, are helping build the mind and character of our future lead-
ers.

During National Charter Schools Week, we renew our commitment to our
children and their education. I urge every American to visit a charter
school and learn about its efforts to help children in their community.
Charter schools are just one of many successful alternatives that ensure that
no child is left behind. By raising expectations and fostering hope, we can
help build a future of promise for our next generation of Americans.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 27 through May 3,
2003, as National Charter Schools Week. I commend the States with charter
schools, and I call on parents of charter school children to share their suc-
cess stories with others so that all Americans may understand more about
the important work of charter schools.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7667 of April 25, 2003
National Volunteer Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Volunteering is central to the American character and is a fundamental ex-
pression of responsible citizenship. From our Nation’s earliest days, people
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came together to do whatever was needed for the public gopod—from raising
barns and providing mutual security to organizing educational activities
and caring for their neighbors. Though our country has changed dramati-
cally since its founding, the need for service has not. During National Vol-
unteer Week, we recognize our proud legacy of volunteer service and re-
solve to encourage more Americans to continue strengthening our country
by helping others.

This is a time for all Americans to be active citizens, not spectators. For
that reason, I have created the USA Freedom Corps to mobilize our citizens
and provide opportunities for individuals and organizations to contribute
to important causes. As part of this initiative, I have asked all Americans
to dedicate at least 4,000 hours over the rest of their lives to serving their
neighbors and their Nation. Since that call to service, our citizens have re-
sponded with an outpouring of kindness that is transforming our country,
one heart and one soul at a time. According to the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics, more than 59 million Americans volunteered last year through chari-
table organizations.

These individuals served in a variety of ways—mentoring and tutoring chil-
dren, providing companionship to the elderly, running community theaters
and arts programs, cleaning highways and parks, staffing essential commu-
nity organizations, and offering physical and spiritual aid to the hungry
and homeless. In addition, citizen volunteers have contributed to the ongo-
ing war on terror by helping families and communities prevent, prepare for,
and respond to emergencies. Across our Nation, our citizens are recog-
nizing that everyone can do something to help and that serving those in
need benefits the volunteer also.

My Administration has taken several steps to build on this progress and
continue the momentum created by these millions of acts of service. Most
recently, I formed the President’s Council on Service and Civic Participa-
tion, and charged them with creating a nationwide recognition program
called the President’s Volunteer Service Awards. These awards will be
given to individuals and organizations engaged in a variety of volunteer
services who have made a sustained commitment to service over the course
of 1 year, and enhance our ability to pay tribute to volunteers and the im-
pact their service has on our communities and our country.

National Volunteer Week offers each of us the opportunity to recognize one
of the true strengths of our Nation—the compassionate spirit of our citi-
zens. I urge all Americans to continue to uphold this spirit and answer the
call to service to help ensure that all our citizens realize the promise of
America. Together, we can achieve a hopeful future for all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 27 through May 3,
2003, as National Volunteer Week. I call on all Americans to join together
to celebrate the invaluable work that volunteers perform every day across
our country, and to commit themselves to do more for their neighbors in
need through the many volunteer programs available in their communities.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7668 of April 30, 2003
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America is strengthened by the rich cultural diversity of our people, and
we are blessed to be a Nation that welcomes individuals of all races, reli-
gions, and cultural backgrounds. The values and traditions of the Asian/
Pacific-American community—love of family, entrepreneurship, excellence
in education, and community service—have strengthened us as a Nation.
During Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month, we celebrate the contribu-
tions of these talented and hard-working citizens and recognize their rich
legacy of ingenuity, perseverance, and achievement.

Many Asian/Pacific immigrants came to America to discover the promise
of our Nation and to realize their dreams. Their contributions were critical
in establishing a robust economy. Asian/Pacific Americans also worked
tirelessly to build our national railroad infrastructure, paving the way for
our western expansion and growth as a world leader. Generations of Asian/
Pacific Americans have proudly served our Nation with honor and courage
in wars and conflicts, including most recently in Operation Iraqi Freedom
and Operation Enduring Freedom. Today, as in the past, their dedication
and service to advancing peace in a troubled world upholds the values that
make our country strong.

Asian/Pacific Americans are also helping to shape America’s future. As en-
trepreneurs, artists, educators, public servants, scientists, and explorers,
they challenge the minds of our next generation, expand commerce and in-
novation, probe the frontiers of space, and search for cures for the world’s
diseases. Our children are also inspired by the contributions and sacrifices
of dedicated individuals such as inventor An Wang, experimental physicist
Chien-Shiung Wu, Challenger astronaut Ellison Onizuka, Columbia astro-
naut Kalpana Chawla, and sculptor Isamu Noguchi.

Since the earliest days of America, people from all cultures have traveled
to our Nation seeking the promise of freedom, opportunity, and justice. As
an integral part of our society, Americans of Asian and Pacific heritage
share in the pursuit of this American Dream. I join with all Americans in
celebrating this rich and diverse culture, and I encourage every citizen to
recognize the role of Asian/Pacific Americans in building and sustaining
our Nation.

To honor the achievements of Asian/Pacific Americans, the Congress by
Public Law 102-450 as amended, has designated the month of May each
year as “Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month.”
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