Proc. 7692 Title 3—The President

Proclamation 7692 of July 24, 2003

National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

When North Korean troops invaded South Korea on June 25, 1950, the
United States took immediate action to defend the freedom of a people un-
justly attacked. Leading a coalition of 20 other countries, American and
South Korean troops fought to advance liberty and opportunity and to over-
come cruelty and repression. More than 1.7 million Americans faced for-
bidding terrain and harsh combat in battles such as Pork Chop Hill, Heart-
break Ridge, the Pusan Perimeter, and the Chosin Reservoir. Throughout
the conflict, the members of our Armed Forces demonstrated extraordinary
honor, skill, and courage.

The Military Armistice Agreement of July 27, 1953, ended 3 years of bitter
warfare on the Korean Peninsula and stopped the spread of Communism
in Korea, signaling to the world America’s resolve to stand against tyranny
and totalitarian regimes. Fifty years later, our Nation remains grateful for
the bravery and sacrifice of our Korean War veterans. They defended
human freedom, liberated the oppressed, and selflessly protected the demo-
cratic ideals that made our Nation strong. Their efforts reflect the honorable
and decent spirit of America. More than 34,000 of America’s service men
and women gave their lives in battle in the Korean War. As we continue
our fight to extend freedom today, we remember and honor their sacrifices
and those of their families.

Thanks in large measure to the veterans of the Korean War, South Korea
today stands as a shining example of the economic and social benefits of
democracy. As we observe the 50th anniversary of the Armistice, America
looks forward to the day when the stability of the Korean Peninsula is built
on peaceful reconciliation of North and South. We pledge to work with the
Republic of Korea to further our shared values of democracy, human rights,
and free enterprise. And we will continue to build upon the comprehensive
and dynamic relationship between our two nations to promote peace and
prosperity on the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast Asia.

The Congress, by Public Law 104-19 as amended (36 U.S.C. 127), has des-
ignated July 27, 2003, as “National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day”
and has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in
observance of this day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim July 27, 2003, as National Korean War Vet-
erans Armistice Day. I call upon all Americans to observe this day with ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities that honor and give thanks to our dis-
tinguished Korean War veterans. I also ask Federal departments and agen-
cies and interested groups, organizations, and individuals to fly the flag of
the United States at half-staff on July 27, 2003, in memory of the Ameri-
cans who died as a result of their service in the Korean War.
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IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth
day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7693 of July 25, 2003
Parents’ Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Children are a daily reminder of the blessings and responsibilities of life
and a source of joy, pride, and fulfillment. Parents, stepparents, adoptive
parents, and foster parents have the important responsibility of providing
for, protecting, nurturing, teaching, and loving their children. On Parents’
Day, we honor America’s mothers and fathers and celebrate the values that
bind families from one generation to the next and help define us as a Na-
tion.

As a child’s first teachers, parents are the most influential and effective in-
structors in a child’s life. Through their words, actions, and sacrifices, par-
ents are living examples for children. Young boys and girls watch their par-
ents closely and imitate their behavior. Parents play a critical role in instill-
ing responsibility, integrity, and other life lessons that shape the lives of
America’s future leaders.

My Administration is committed to supporting our Nation’s families. We
are working with faith-based and community organizations to promote
healthy marriages, responsible parenting, and education. And we are com-
mitted to fully funding and supporting the Promoting Safe and Stable Fam-
ilies Program, which helps strengthen family bonds, promote adoption, and
provide help for vulnerable children across our country.

Volunteer service is one way parents can spend time with their children
while encouraging them to learn the value of helping others. The USA
Freedom Corps’ “How I Spent My Summer” initiative includes volunteer
opportunities where parents and children can work together to meet the
needs of their communities. This initiative offers ideas such as collecting
food for local food banks or school supplies for children in need. In addi-
tion, families can volunteer at one of our Nation’s parks or recreation areas
creating trails, assisting with archeological digs, or building and restoring
houses. Teaching by example, parents can help their children become re-
sponsible citizens.

Parenting is one of the most rewarding and challenging endeavors in life.
On this special day, we recognize the hard work and compassion of Amer-
ica’s parents and celebrate the mothers and fathers who are positive role
models for their children. I encourage parents to spend more time reading,
talking, and volunteering with their children. I also urge parents to share
the joys and wisdom of parenthood with new families in their communities
and those planning families for the future.
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