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United States over Government buildings on this solemn day. I also encour-
age the American people to display the flag and hold appropriate meetings 
in their homes, places of worship, or other suitable places as a public ex-
pression of the sympathy and respect that our Nation holds for our Gold 
Star Mothers. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty- 
eighth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7710 of September 26, 2003 

Minority Enterprise Development Week, 2003 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America’s more than 3 million minority-owned businesses represent one of 
the fastest-growing segments of our Nation’s economy. Through skill, hard 
work, and determination, these businesses are strengthening our Nation 
and our economy. During Minority Enterprise Development Week, we rec-
ognize these businesses, their owners, and their employees for their com-
mitment to free enterprise and equal opportunity. 

Most businesses in America—including those that are minority-owned—are 
small businesses. Small businesses are a path to the American Dream and 
must be accessible to all of our citizens. Through the Department of Com-
merce’s Minority Business Development Agency and the Small Business 
Administration, we are promoting both the growth of minority-owned busi-
nesses and equal access to Federal contracts, capital, and management and 
technical assistance. 

Small businesses also create most of the new jobs in our economy, and my 
Administration is acting to create an environment where small businesses 
grow and thrive. On May 28, I signed the Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Rec-
onciliation Act of 2003, allowing entrepreneurs to keep more of their hard- 
earned money. My Administration is also pursuing an ambitious trade 
agenda. This year, I signed legislation implementing Free Trade Agree-
ments with Chile and Singapore. These new Free Trade Agreements, and 
others that my Administration is seeking, not only will provide cheaper 
goods for consumers, but also will create new high-wage jobs for American 
workers. 

I encourage all Americans to recognize the strength and importance of our 
country’s minority entrepreneurs and their employees. The talents, skills, 
and dedication of these citizens enrich our communities, and we honor 
their contributions to our Nation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 28 through Octo-
ber 4, 2003, as Minority Enterprise Development Week. I encourage all 
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Americans to celebrate this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, 
and activities to recognize the many contributions of our Nation’s minority 
enterprises. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-six day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty- 
eighth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7711 of October 3, 2003 

National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 2003 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Breast cancer touches the lives of many Americans, either directly or 
through the diagnosis of a family member or friend. We have made consid-
erable progress in diagnosing this disease and improving treatments, but we 
have not ended it. While overall death rates are declining, breast cancer re-
mains the second leading cause of cancer deaths among women. During 
this 19th annual National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, we recognize 
the efforts being made to fight breast cancer through prevention, early de-
tection, and aggressive research into new treatments and therapies. 

Monthly self exams and mammograms are still the best ways to detect 
breast cancer at an early, treatable stage. The National Cancer Institute 
(NCI) and the United States Preventive Services Task Force agree that for 
women who are 40 or over, a mammogram every 1 to 2 years can greatly 
reduce the risk of dying from breast cancer. I encourage all women to con-
sult with their physicians to obtain appropriate screenings to help with 
early detection. 

This year in the United States, an estimated 212,000 individuals will be di-
agnosed with breast cancer and an estimated 40,000 will die of the disease. 
My Administration is committed to building on the research that has al-
ready advanced our knowledge of the causes of and possible cures for 
breast cancer. The NCI invested an estimated $564.6 million this year in 
breast cancer research and will spend approximately $584 million next 
year. Continued research provides the opportunity to better understand the 
causes of breast cancer and how we can better prevent, detect, and treat 
it. The United States Postal Service is also helping with the fight. Proceeds 
from the Postal Service’s Breast Cancer Awareness stamp go to breast can-
cer research. Since the launch of this special stamp, more than $33 million 
has been raised to help search for a cure. 

I urge all Americans to raise awareness of breast cancer by talking with 
family members and friends about the importance of screening and early 
detection. By educating ourselves and working together, we will improve 
our ability to prevent, detect, treat, and ultimately cure breast cancer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
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