Proclamations Proc. 7711

Americans to celebrate this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies,
and activities to recognize the many contributions of our Nation’s minority
enterprises.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-six day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7711 of October 3, 2003
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Breast cancer touches the lives of many Americans, either directly or
through the diagnosis of a family member or friend. We have made consid-
erable progress in diagnosing this disease and improving treatments, but we
have not ended it. While overall death rates are declining, breast cancer re-
mains the second leading cause of cancer deaths among women. During
this 19th annual National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, we recognize
the efforts being made to fight breast cancer through prevention, early de-
tection, and aggressive research into new treatments and therapies.

Monthly self exams and mammograms are still the best ways to detect
breast cancer at an early, treatable stage. The National Cancer Institute
(NCI) and the United States Preventive Services Task Force agree that for
women who are 40 or over, a mammogram every 1 to 2 years can greatly
reduce the risk of dying from breast cancer. I encourage all women to con-
sult with their physicians to obtain appropriate screenings to help with
early detection.

This year in the United States, an estimated 212,000 individuals will be di-
agnosed with breast cancer and an estimated 40,000 will die of the disease.
My Administration is committed to building on the research that has al-
ready advanced our knowledge of the causes of and possible cures for
breast cancer. The NCI invested an estimated $564.6 million this year in
breast cancer research and will spend approximately $584 million next
year. Continued research provides the opportunity to better understand the
causes of breast cancer and how we can better prevent, detect, and treat
it. The United States Postal Service is also helping with the fight. Proceeds
from the Postal Service’s Breast Cancer Awareness stamp go to breast can-
cer research. Since the launch of this special stamp, more than $33 million
has been raised to help search for a cure.

I urge all Americans to raise awareness of breast cancer by talking with
family members and friends about the importance of screening and early
detection. By educating ourselves and working together, we will improve
our ability to prevent, detect, treat, and ultimately cure breast cancer.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
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laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the month of October 2003
as National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. I call upon Government offi-
cials, businesses, communities, healthcare professionals, educators, volun-
teers, and all the people of the United States to continue our Nation’s
strong commitment to controlling and curing breast cancer.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7712 of October 3, 2003
National Disability Employment Awareness Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For Americans with disabilities, employment is vital to independence, em-
powerment, and quality of life. During National Disability Employment
Awareness Month, we recognize the many contributions citizens with dis-
abilities make to our society, and we reaffirm our commitment to helping
them achieve their full inclusion in our workforce.

Today, Americans with disabilities enjoy improved access to education,
government services, public accommodations, transportation, telecommuni-
cations, and employment opportunities. The landmark Americans with Dis-
abilities Act of 1990 (ADA) removed barriers and enabled many individuals
with disabilities to find more opportunities to use their gifts and talents in
the workplace. This progress has made our Nation stronger, more produc-
tive, and more just. People with disabilities still encounter challenges,
however, to their full participation in American society.

In February 2001, I launched the New Freedom Initiative to address these
challenges, to fulfill the promises of the ADA, and to move toward an
America where all our citizens live and work with dignity and freedom.
This comprehensive plan is helping Americans with disabilities learn and
develop skills, engage in productive work, make choices about their daily
lives, and participate fully in their communities.

A key component of the New Freedom Initiative is our commitment to inte-
grate individuals with disabilities into the workforce. We have made sub-
stantial progress toward this goal. The Department of Justice has estab-
lished an ADA Business Connection, a series of meetings between rep-
resentatives of the business and disability communities to open dialogue
that will promote greater understanding and increased voluntary compli-
ance with the ADA. Also, the Department of Health and Human Services
and the Social Security Administration are implementing the landmark
“Ticket to Work” program that makes it possible for millions of Americans
with disabilities to no longer have to choose between having a job and re-
ceiving health care. And the Department of Labor has established two na-
tional technical assistance centers on workforce and disability that offer
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