Proc. 7739 Title 3—The President

Proclamation 7739 of November 21, 2003
National Family Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As Americans gather during Thanksgiving week, we honor our families,
and we recognize the family as a source of help, hope, and stability for our
citizens and for our country.

Strong families make our Nation better. They teach our children values and
help them become responsible citizens. We must encourage families to be
loving and compassionate, generous and supportive, and to serve and help
others.

On this Thanksgiving week, we also pay respect to our brave military fami-
lies whose loved ones are on active duty, many on the front lines of free-
dom in Iraq and Afghanistan. These families provide a bond of love and
encouragement to our men and women in uniform as they defend liberty
and protect our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 23 through No-
vember 29, 2003, as National Family Week. I invite the States, commu-
nities, and all the people of the United States to join together in observing
this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities to honor our Nation’s
families.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7740 of December 1, 2003
World AIDS Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The HIV/AIDS pandemic presents one of the greatest medical and social
challenges of our time. On World AIDS Day, members of the global com-
munity come together to demonstrate our shared commitment to turning
the tide against the spread of HIV/AIDS, bringing hope and healing to those
who are suffering, and finding a cure.

Over the last two decades, AIDS has claimed the lives of more than 20 mil-
lion people. Three million have died in the last year alone. Today, more
than 40 million people are living with HIV, including nearly 30 million in

142



Proclamations Proc. 7740

Africa. Behind these staggering numbers are the names and faces of or-
phaned and suffering children, devastated communities, and a continent in
crisis.

In my State of the Union Message to the Congress in January of this year,
I announced an “Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief,” with a goal of helping
millions around the world affected by HIV/AIDS, particularly those in the
most afflicted nations in Africa and the Caribbean. In May, the Congress
responded by passing the “United States Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, Tu-
berculosis, and Malaria Act of 2003,” which I signed into law. A life-saving
initiative, the Act commits $15 billion over the next 5 years to prevent 7
million new HIV infections, treat at least 2 million people with life-extend-
ing drugs, provide care for at least 10 million people affected by AIDS, con-
tinue bilateral programs in over 75 countries, and increase support for the
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria. This work of mercy
will help overcome fear, stigma, and discrimination and create a cycle of
hope and promise that will benefit millions.

Here at home, we will spend more than $15 billion this year to combat
AIDS in America. This money will support research activities, care and
treatment services, and prevention programs, including the wide avail-
ability of rapid HIV testing.

Fighting HIV/AIDS is not only a great challenge but also a moral imperative
for those who believe in the value and dignity of every human life. This
World AIDS Day, the United States remains committed to taking action,
showing compassion, and bringing hope to those affected by HIV/AIDS
around the world.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 1, 2003, as World
AIDS Day. I urge the Governors of the States and the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, officials of the other territories subject to the jurisdiction of
the United States, and the American people to join me in reaffirming our
commitment to combating HIV/AIDS. I encourage all Americans to partici-
pate in appropriate commemorative programs and ceremonies in houses of
worship, workplaces, and other community centers to remember those who
have lost their lives to this deadly disease and to comfort and support
those living with and affected by HIV/AIDS.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of De-
cember, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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