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(3) Prior to the introduction of guin-
ea pigs or hamsters into empty pri-
mary enclosures previously occupied, 
such enclosures shall be sanitized in 
the manner provided in paragraph 
(a)(4) of this section. 

(4) Primary enclosures for guinea 
pigs or hamsters shall be sanitized by 
washing them with hot water (180 °F.) 
and soap or detergent as in a mechan-
ical cage washer, or by washing all 
soiled surfaces with a detergent solu-
tion followed by a safe and effective 
disinfectant, or by cleaning all soiled 
surfaces with live steam. 

(b) Housekeeping. Premises (buildings 
and grounds) shall be kept clean and in 
good repair in order to protect the ani-
mals from injury and to facilitate the 
prescribed husbandry practices set 
forth in this subpart. Premises shall re-
main free of accumulations of trash. 

(c) Pest control. An effective program 
for the control of insects, 
ectoparasites, and avian and mamma-
lian pests shall be established and 
maintained.

§ 3.32 Employees. 
A sufficient number of employees 

shall be utilized to maintain the pre-
scribed level of husbandry practices set 
forth in this subpart. Such practices 
shall be under the supervision of an 
animal caretaker who has a back-
ground in animal husbandry or care.

§ 3.33 Classification and separation. 
Animals housed in the same primary 

enclosure shall be maintained in com-
patible groups, with the following addi-
tional restrictions: 

(a) Except where harem breeding is 
practiced, preweanling guinea pigs 
shall not be housed in the same pri-
mary enclosure with adults other than 
their parents. 

(b) Guinea pigs shall not be housed in 
the same primary enclosure with ham-
sters, nor shall guinea pigs or hamsters 
be housed in the same primary enclo-
sure with any other species of animals. 

(c) Guinea pigs or hamsters under 
quarantine or treatment for a commu-
nicable disease shall be separated from 
other guinea pigs or hamsters and 
other susceptible species of animals in 
such a manner as to minimize dissemi-
nation of such disease.

§ 3.34 [Reserved]

TRANSPORTATION STANDARDS

AUTHORITY: Sections 3.35 through 3.41 
issued under secs. 3, 5, 6, 10, 11, 14, 16, 17, 21; 
80 Stat. 353; 84 Stat. 1561, 1562, 1563, 1564; 90 
Stat. 418, 419, 420, 423; (7 U.S.C. 2133, 2135, 
2136, 2140, 2141, 2144, 2146, 2147, 2151); 37 FR 
28464, 28477, 38 FR 19141.

§ 3.35 Consignments to carriers and in-
termediate handlers. 

(a) Carriers and intermediate han-
dlers shall not accept any live guinea 
pig or hamster presented by any dealer, 
research facility, exhibitor, operator of 
an auction sale, or other person, or any 
department, agency, or instrumen-
tality of the United States or any 
State or local govenment for shipment, 
in commerce, more than 4 hours prior 
to the scheduled departure of the pri-
mary conveyance on which it is to be 
transported: Provided, however, That 
the carrier or intermediate handler and 
any dealer, research facility, exhibitor, 
operator of an auction sale, or other 
person, or any department, agency, or 
instrumentality of the United States 
or any State or local government may 
mutually agree to extend the time of 
acceptance to not more than 6 hours if 
specific prior scheduling of the animal 
shipment to destination has been 
made. 

(b) Any carrier or intermediate han-
dler shall only accept for transpor-
tation or transport, in commerce any 
live guinea pig or hamster in a primary 
enclosure which conforms to the re-
quirements set forth in § 3.36 of the 
standards: Provided, however, That any 
carrier or intermediate handler may 
accept for transportation or transport, 
in commerce, any live guinea pig or 
hamster consigned by any department, 
agency, or instrumentality of the 
United States having laboratory ani-
mal facilities or exhibiting animals, or 
any licensed or registered dealer, re-
search facility, exhibitor, or operator 
of an auction sale, if such consignor 
furnishes to the carrier or intermediate 
handler a certificate, signed by the 
consignor, stating that the primary en-
closure complies with § 3.36 of the 
standards, unless such primary enclo-
sure is obviously defective or damaged 
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and it is apparent that it cannot rea-
sonably be expected to contain the live 
guinea pig or hamster without causing 
suffering or injury to such live guinea 
pig or hamster. A copy of such certifi-
cate shall accompany the shipment to 
destination. The certificate of compli-
ance shall include at least the fol-
lowing information: 

(1) Name and address of the con-
signor; 

(2) The number of guinea pigs or 
hamsters in the primary enclosure(s); 

(3) A certifying statement (e.g., ‘‘I 
hereby certify that the ll (number) 
primary enclosure(s) which are used to 
transport the animal(s) in this ship-
ment complies (comply) with USDA 
standards for primary enclosures (9 
CFR part 3).’’); and 

(4) The signature of the consignor, 
and date. 

(c) Carriers or intermediate handlers 
whose facilities fail to meet the min-
imum temperature allowed by the 
standards may accept for transpor-
tation or transport, in commerce, any 
live hamster consigned by any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of 
the United States or of any State or 
local government, or by any person (in-
cluding any licensee or registrant 
under the Act, as well as any private 
individual) if the consignor furnishes 
to the carrier or intermediate handler 
a certificate executed by a veterinarian 
accredited by this Department pursu-
ant to part 160 of this title on a speci-
fied date which shall not be more than 
10 days prior to delivery of such ham-
ster for transportation in commerce, 
stating that such live hamster is accli-
mated to air temperatures lower than 
those prescribed in §§ 3.40 and 3.41. A 
copy of such certificate shall accom-
pany the shipment to destination. The 
certificate shall include the following 
information: 

(1) Name and address of the con-
signor; 

(2) The number of hamsters in the 
shipment; 

(3) A certifying statement (e.g., ‘‘I 
hereby certify that the animal(s) in 
this shipment is (are), to the best of 
my knowledge, acclimated to air tem-
peratures lower than 7.2 °C. (45 °F.).’’); 
and 

(4) The signature of the USDA ac-
credited veterinarian, assigned accredi-
tation number, and date. 

(d) Carriers and intermediate han-
dlers shall attempt to notify the con-
signee at least once in every 6 hour pe-
riod following the arrival of any live 
guinea pig or hamster at the animal 
holding area of the terminal cargo fa-
cility. The time, date, and method of 
each attempted notification and the 
final notification to the consignee and 
the name of the person notifying the 
consignee shall be recorded on the copy 
of the shipping document retained by 
the carrier or intermediate handler and 
on a copy of the shipping document ac-
companying the animal shipment. 

[42 FR 31563, June 21, 1977, as amended at 43 
FR 22163, May 16, 1978; 44 FR 63492, Nov. 2, 
1979]

§ 3.36 Primary enclosures used to 
transport live guinea pigs and ham-
sters. 

No person subject to the Animal Wel-
fare regulations shall offer for trans-
portation, or transport, in commerce 
any live guinea pig or hamster in a pri-
mary enclosure that does not conform 
to the following requirements: 

(a) Primary enclosures, such as com-
partments, transport cages, cartons, or 
crates, used to transport live guinea 
pigs or hamsters shall be constructed 
in such a manner that (1) the struc-
tural strength of the enclosure shall be 
sufficient to contain the live guinea 
pigs or hamsters and to withstand the 
normal rigors of transportation; (2) the 
interior of the enclosure shall be free 
from any protrusions that could be in-
jurious to the live guinea pigs or ham-
sters contained therein; (3) the inner 
surfaces of corrugated fiberboard, card-
board, or plastic containers shall be 
covered or laminated with wire mesh 
or screen where necessary to prevent 
escape of the animals; (4) the openings 
of such enclosures are easily accessible 
at all times for emergency removal of 
the live guinea pigs or hamsters; (5) ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (i) of this 
section, there are ventilation openings 
located on two opposite walls of the 
primary enclosure and the ventilation 
openings on each such wall shall be at 
least 16 percent of the total surface 
area of each such wall, or there are 
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