§1960.29

prompt notification to employees and
safety and health committees, the haz-
ardous condition(s) identified can be
abated immediately.

(4) An employee submitting a report
of unsafe or unhealthful conditions
shall be notified in writing within 15
days if the official receiving the report
determines there are not reasonable
grounds to believe such a hazard exists
and does not plan to make an inspec-
tion based on such report. A copy of
each such notification shall be pro-
vided by the agency to the appropriate
certified safety and health committee,
where established under Executive
Order 12196. An agency’s inspection or
investigation report, if any, shall be
made available to the employee mak-
ing the report within 15 days after
completion of the inspection, for safety
violations or within 30 days for health
violations, unless there are compelling
reasons, and shall be made available to
the Secretary or the Secretary’s au-
thorized representative on request.

(e) Reports received by the Secretary of
Labor. (1) Agency safety and health
programs must have provisions for re-
sponding to employees’ reports of un-
safe or unhealthful working conditions
and the Secretary encourages employ-
ees to use agency procedures as the
most expeditious means of achieving
abatement of hazardous conditions. It
is recognized, however, that employee
reports may be received directly by the
Secretary.

(2) When such reports are received di-
rectly from an employee or employee
representative, the Secretary shall,
where a certified safety and health
committee exists, forward the report to
the agency for handling in accordance
with procedures outlined in §1960.28(d).
A copy of the response to the origi-
nator shall be sent to the Secretary.

(3) Where there is no certified safety
and health committee, or when re-
quested by half the members of a com-
mittee, the Secretary may initiate an
inspection or other appropriate action.
When the Secretary determines that an
inspection is warranted, the Secretary
shall observe the same response times
as required of the agencies under the
Executive Order and §1960.28(d)(3).
When the Secretary determines not to
make an inspection, the report shall be

29 CFR Ch. XVII (7-1-04 Edition)

forwarded to the agency for handling in
accordance with procedures outlined in
§1960.28(d). A copy of the response to
the originator shall be sent to the Sec-
retary.

§1960.29 Accident investigation.

(a) While all accidents should be in-
vestigated, including accidents involv-
ing property damage only, the extent
of such investigation shall be reflective
of the seriousness of the accident.

(b) In any case, each accident which
results in a fatality or the hospitaliza-
tion of five or more employees shall be
investigated to determine the causal
factors involved. Except to the extent
necessary to protect employees and the
public, evidence at the scene of an acci-
dent shall be left untouched until in-
spectors have an opportunity to exam-
ine it.

(c) Any information or evidence un-
covered during accident investigations
which would be of benefit in developing
a new OSHA standard or in modifying
or revoking an existing standard
should be promptly transmitted to the
Secretary.

(d) The investigative report of the ac-
cident shall include appropriate docu-
mentation on date, time, location, de-
scription of operations, description of
accident, photographs, interviews of
employees and witnesses, measure-
ments, and other pertinent informa-
tion. A copy of the investigative report
required by this section shall be for-
warded to the official in charge of the
workplace, the appropriate safety and
health committee, and the exclusive
employee representative, if any. The
investigative report shall be made
available to the Secretary or his au-
thorized representative on request.

§1960.30 Abatement of unsafe or
unhealthful working conditions.

(@) The agency shall ensure the
prompt abatement of unsafe and
unhealthful conditions. Where a Notice
of an Unsafe or Unhealthful Working
Condition has been issued, abatement
shall be within the time set forth in
the notice, or in accordance with the
established abatement plan.

(b) The procedures for correcting un-
safe or unhealthful working conditions
shall include a follow-up, to the extent
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