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(e)(1) A person requesting records 
from the Commission pursuant to this 
section may request expedited proc-
essing of his request in cases in which 
he can demonstrate a compelling need 
for the records requested. For purposes 
of this paragraph a compelling need 
means: 

(i) That a failure to obtain the re-
quested records on an expedited basis 
could reasonably be expected to pose 
an imminent threat to the life or phys-
ical safety of an individual; or 

(ii) The information is urgently need-
ed by a person primarily engaged in 
disseminating information in order to 
inform the public concerning actual or 
alleged Federal Government activity. 

(2) A demonstration of compelling 
need by a person making a request for 
expedited processing shall be made by 
a statement certified by such person to 
be true and correct to the best of his 
knowledge and belief. Notice of the de-
termination whether to grant expe-
dited processing in response to a re-
quester’s claim of compelling need 
shall be provided to the person making 
the request within 10 calendar days 
after receipt of the request. The Com-
mission will provide expeditious con-
sideration of administrative appeals of 
determinations whether to provide ex-
pedited processing. Once a determina-
tion has been made to grant expedited 
processing, the Commission will proc-
ess the request as soon as practicable. 

(f) In denying a request for records, 
in whole or in part, the Commission 
shall make a reasonable effort to esti-
mate the volume of the records denied, 
and provide this estimate to the person 
making the request, unless providing 
such an estimate would harm an inter-
est protected by the exemption pursu-
ant to which the request is denied. 

(g) Any reasonably segregable por-
tion of a record shall be provided to the 
person requesting it after the deletion 
of any exempt portions of the record. 
The amount of information deleted 
shall be indicated on the released por-
tion of the record, at the place in the 
record the deletion is made if tech-
nically feasible, unless indicating the 
extent of the deletion would harm an 
interest protected by the exemption 

pursuant to which the deletion is 
made. 

[62 FR 55335, Oct. 24, 1997, as amended at 67 
FR 60863, Sept. 30, 2002]

§ 2702.4 Materials available. 
Materials which may be made 

promptly available from the Commis-
sion include, but are not limited to: 

(a) A guide for requesting records or 
publicly available information from 
the Commission; 

(b) Final opinions, including concur-
ring and dissenting opinions, as well as 
orders, made in the adjudication of 
cases; 

(c) Indices providing identifying in-
formation to the public as to the opin-
ions described in the preceding para-
graph which may be relied upon, used, 
or cited as precedent; 

(d) Statements of policy and inter-
pretations which have been adopted by 
the Commission and are not published 
in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

[62 FR 55336, Oct. 24, 1997]

§ 2702.5 Fees applicable—categories of 
requesters. 

(a) When documents are requested for 
commercial use, requesters will be as-
sessed the full direct costs of searching 
for, reviewing for release, and dupli-
cating the records sought. 

(b) When records are being requested 
by educational or noncommercial sci-
entific institutions whose purpose is 
scholarly or scientific research, and 
not for commercial use, the requester 
will be assessed only for the cost of du-
plicating the records sought, but no 
charge will be made for the first 100 
paper pages reproduced. 

(c) When records are being requested 
by representatives of the news media, 
the requester will be assessed only for 
the cost of duplicating the records 
sought, but no charge will be made for 
the first 100 paper pages reproduced. 

(d) For any other request not de-
scribed in paragraphs (a) through (c) of 
this section, the requester will be as-
sessed the full direct costs of searching 
for and duplicating the records sought, 
except that the first two hours of man-
ual search time and the first 100 paper 
pages of reproduction shall be fur-
nished without charge. 
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