Coast Guard, DHS

of the receipt of the request. If the re-
quest is denied, the reasons for the de-
nial are forwarded with the decision.

(b) When the draw is rendered inoper-
ative because of damage to the struc-
ture or when vital, unscheduled repair
or maintenance work shall be per-
formed without delay, the drawbridge
owner shall immediately notify the
District Commander and give the rea-
sons why the draw is or should be ren-
dered inoperative and the expected
date of completion of the repair or
maintenance work.

(c) All repair or maintenance work
under this section shall be performed
with all due speed in order to return
the draw to operation as soon as pos-
sible.

(d) If the operation of the draw will
be affected for periods of less than 60
days, the regulations in this part will
not be amended. Where practicable, the
District Commander publishes notice
of the temporary deviations from the
regulations in this part in the FEDERAL
REGISTER and Local Notices to Mari-
ners. If operation of the draw is ex-
pected to be affected for more than 60
days, the District Commander pub-
lishes temporary regulations covering
the repair period.

§117.37 Opening or closure of draw
for public interest concerns.

(a) For reasons of public health or
safety or for public functions, such as
street parades and marine regattas, the
District Commander may authorize the
opening or closure of a drawbridge for
a specified period of time.

(b) Requests for opening or closure of
a draw shall be submitted to the Dis-
trict Commander at least 30 days be-
fore the proposed opening or closure
and include a brief description of the
proposed event or other reason for the
request, the reason why the opening or
closure is required, and the times and
dates of the period the draw is to re-
main open or closed.

(c) Approval by the District Com-
mander depends on the necessity for
the opening or closure, the reasonable-
ness of the times and dates, and the
overall effect on navigation and users
of the bridge.

§117.45

8§117.39 Closure of draw due to infre-
quent use.

Upon written request by the owner or
operator of a drawbridge, the District
Commander may, after notice in the
FEDERAL REGISTER and opportunity for
public comment, permit the draw to be
closed and untended due to infrequency
of use of the draw by vessels. The Dis-
trict Commander may condition ap-
proval on the continued maintenance
of the operating machinery.

§117.41 Maintenance of draw in fully
open position.

The draw may be maintained in the
fully open position to permit the pas-
sage of vessels and drawtender service
discontinued if the District Com-
mander is notified in advance. The
draw shall remain in the fully open po-
sition until drawtender service is re-
stored or authorization under §117.39 is
given for the draw to remain closed and
untended.

§117.43 Changes in draw operation re-
quirements for regulatory purposes.

In order to evaluate suggested
changes to the drawbridge operation
requirements, the District Commander
may authorize temporary deviations
from the regulations in this part for
periods not to exceed 90 days. Notice of
these deviations is disseminated in the
Local Notices to Mariners and pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

[CGD-92-015b, 58 FR 46081, Sept. 1, 1993]

§117.45 Operation during winter sea-
son in the Great Lakes area.

(@) The Commander, Ninth Coast
Guard District, may determine that
drawbridges located in the Ninth Coast
Guard District need not open during
the winter season when general naviga-
tion is curtailed, unless a request to
open the draw is given at least 12 hours
before the time of the intended pas-
sage.

(b) Notice of these determinations is
disseminated in Local Notices to Mari-
ners and other appropriate media. No-
tices indicate—

(1) The name and
bridge affected;

(2) The period of time covered; and

location of the
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§117.47

(3) The telephone number and address
of the party to whom requests for open-
ings are given.

§117.47 Clearance gauges.

(a) Clearance gauges are required for
drawbridges across navigable waters of
the United States discharging into the
Atlantic Ocean south of Delaware Bay
(including the Lewes and Rehoboth
Canal, DE) or into the Gulf of Mexico
(including coastal waterways contig-
uous thereto and tributaries to such
waterways and the Lower Atchafalaya
River, LA), except the Mississippi
River and its tributaries and outlets,

(b) Except for provisions in this part
which specify otherwise for particular
drawbridges, clearance gauges shall be
designed, installed, and maintained ac-
cording to the provisions of §118.160 of
this chapter.

NoOTE: Clearance gauge requirements, if
any, for drawbridges other than those re-
ferred to in this section are listed in Subpart
B under the appropriate bridge.

[CGD 82-025, 49 FR 17452, Apr. 24, 1984, as
amended by CGD 84-022, 51 FR 16308, May 2,
1986; CGD 96-026, 61 FR 33664, June 28, 1996]

§117.49 Process of violations.

(a) Complaints of alleged violations
under this part are submitted to the
District Commander of the Coast
Guard District in which the drawbridge
is located.

(b) Penalties for violations under this
part are assessed and collected under
Subpart 1.07 of Part 1 of this chapter.

Subpart B—Specific Requirements

§117.51 Purpose.

This subpart prescribes specific re-
quirements relating to the operation of
certain drawbridges.

NoOTE: The drawbridges under this subpart
are listed by the waterway they cross and by
the state in which they are located. Water-
ways are arranged alphabetically by state.
The drawbridges listed under a waterway are
generally arranged in order from the mouth
of the waterway moving upstream. The
drawbridges on the Atlantic Intracoastal
Waterway are listed from north to south and
on the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway from east
to west.
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§117.53 Applicability.

(a) The requirements in this subpart
apply to the bridges listed and are in
addition to, or vary from, the general
requirements in Subpart A.

(b) A requirement in this subpart
which varies from a general require-
ment in Subpart A supersedes the gen-
eral requirement.

(c) All other general requirements in
Subpart A not at variance apply to the
bridges listed in this subpart.

(d) The draws of a number of the
bridges listed in this subpart need not
open for the passage of vessels during
certain periods, however, this does not
preclude the bridge owner from direct-
ing the drawtender to open the draw
during these periods.

§117.55 Posting of requirements.

(@) The owner of each drawbridge
under this subpart, other than remov-
able span bridges, shall ensure that a
sign summarizing the requirements in
this subpart applicable to the bridge is
posted both upstream and downstream
of the bridge. The requirements to be
posted need not include those in Sub-
part A or 8§117.51 through 117.99.

(b) The signs shall be of sufficient
size and so located as to be easily read
at any time from an approaching ves-
sel.

(c) If advance notice is required to
open the draw, the signs shall also
state the name, address, and telephone
number of the person to be notified.

§117.57 Advance notice.

Owners and tenders of drawbridges
requiring advance notice to open shall
use all reasonable means to open the
draw at the requested time and give
due regard to the possibility that a
brief delay may be experienced by the
vessel giving the advance notice.

§117.59 Special
hazards.

For the duration of occurrences haz-
ardous to safety or navigation, such as
floods, freshets, and damage to the
bridge or fender system, the District
Commander may require the owner of
an operational drawbridge listed in this
subpart to have the bridge attended
full time and open on signal.

requirements due to
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