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upon 30 days notice, in writting, to do 
so from the District Commander. 

§ 117.997 Atlantic Intracoastal Water-
way, South Branch of the Elizabeth 
River to the Albermarle and Chesa-
peake Canal. 

(a) The draw of the Belt Line Rail-
road Bridge, mile 2.6, in Portsmouth 
and Chesapeake will operate as follows: 

(1) The bridge will be left in the open 
position at all times and will only be 
lowered for the passage of trains and to 
perform periodic maintenance author-
ized in accordance with subpart A of 
this part. 

(2) The bridge will be operated by the 
controller at the Berkley Yard office. 

(3) The controller will monitor water-
way traffic in the area of the bridge 
and directly beneath the bridge with 
closed circuit cameras mounted on top 
of the bridge and with surface naviga-
tional radar. 

(4) When the bridge closes for any 
reason, the controller will announce 30 
minutes in advance, 15 minutes in ad-
vance, and immediately proceeding the 
actual lowering, over marine channel 
13, that the Belt Line Railroad Bridge 
is closing for river traffic. In each of 
these three announcements, the bridge/ 
train controller will request all con-
cerned river traffic to please acknowl-
edge on marine channel 13. 

(5) The bridge shall only be operated 
from the remote site if closed circuit 
visual and radar information shows 
there are no vessels in the area and no 
opposing radio communications have 
been received. 

(6) While the Belt Line Bridge is 
moving from the full open position to 
the full closed position, the bridge/ 
train controller will maintain constant 
surveillance of the navigational chan-
nel to ensure no conflict with maritime 
traffic exists. In the event of failure of 
a camera or the radar system, or loss 
of marine-radio communications, the 
bridge shall not be operated by the off- 
site bridge/train controller from the re-
mote location. 

(7) If the off-site bridge/train control-
ler’s visibility of the navigational 
channel is less than 3⁄4 of a mile, the 
bridge shall not be operated from the 
remote location. 

(8) When the draw cannot be operated 
from the remote site, a bridgetender 
must be called to operate the bridge in 
the traditional on-site manner. 

(9) The Belt Line mid-channel lights 
will change from green to red anytime 
the bridge is not in the full open posi-
tion. 

(10) During the downward and upward 
span movement, a warning alarm will 
sound until the bridge is seated and 
locked down or in the full open posi-
tion. 

(11) When the bridge has returned to 
its full up position, the mid-channel 
light will turn from red to green, and 
the controller will announce over ma-
rine radio channel 13, ‘‘Security, secu-
rity, security, the Belt Line bridge is 
open for river traffic.’’ Operational in-
formation will be provided 24 hours a 
day on marine channel 13 and via tele-
phone (757) 543–1996 or (757) 545–2941. 

(b) The draw of the Jordan (S337) 
bridge, mile 2.8, in Chesapeake: 

(1) Shall open on signal at any time 
for commercial vessels carrying lique-
fied flammable gas or other hazardous 
materials. 

(2) From 6:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. and 
from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except Federal holi-
days: 

(i) Need not open for the passage of 
recreational or commercial vessels 
that do not qualify under paragraph 
(b)(2)(ii) of this section. 

(ii) Need not open for commercial 
cargo vessels, including tugs and tows, 
unless 2 hours advance notice has been 
given to the Jordan Bridge Office at 
(757) 545–4695. 

(3) Shall open on signal at all other 
times. 

(c) The draw of the Norfolk and West-
ern railroad bridge across the South 
Branch of the Elizabeth River, mile 3.6 
at Portsmouth-Chesapeake, shall be 
maintained in the open position; except 
the draw may close for the crossing of 
trains and maintenance of the bridge. 
When the draw is closed, a drawtender 
shall be present and the draw shall 
open on signal. 

(d) The draw of the Gilmerton (US13/ 
460) bridge, mile 5.8, in Chesapeake: 

VerDate May<21>2004 01:18 Jul 29, 2004 Jkt 203126 PO 00000 Frm 00628 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\203126T.XXX 203126T



629 

Coast Guard, DHS § 117.997 

(1) Shall open on signal at any time 
for commercial vessels carrying lique-
fied flammable gas or other hazardous 
materials. 

(2) From 6:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. and 
from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except Federal holi-
days: 

(i) Need not open for the passage of 
recreational or commercial vessels 
that do not qualify under paragraph 
(d)(2)(ii) of this section. 

(ii) Need not open for commercial 
cargo vessels, including tugs, and tugs 
with tows, unless 2 hours advance no-
tice has been given to the Gilmerton 
Bridge at (757) 545–1512. 

(3) Shall open on signal at all other 
times. 

(e) The draw of the I64 bridge across 
the South Branch of the Elizabeth 
River, mile 7.1 at Chesapeake, shall 
open on signal if at least 24 hours no-
tice is given. 

(f) The draw of the Dominion Boule-
vard (US 17) bridge, mile 8.8 in Chesa-
peake: 

(1) Shall open on signal at any time 
for commercial vessels carrying lique-
fied flammable gas or other hazardous 
materials. 

(2) From 6:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. and 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, except Federal holidays: 

(i) Need not open for the passage of 
recreational or commercial vessels 
that do not qualify under paragraph 
(f)(2)(ii) of this section. 

(ii) Need not open for commercial 
cargo vessels, including tugs, and tugs 
with tows, unless 2 hours advance no-
tice has been given to the Dominion 
Boulevard bridge at (757) 547–0521. 

(3) From Memorial Day to Labor 
Day, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except Federal holi-
days, the draw need be opened only 
every hour on the half-hour. 

(4) If any vessel is approaching the 
bridge and cannot reach the draw ex-
actly on the half hour, the drawtender 
may delay the opening up to ten min-
utes past the half hour for the passage 
of the approaching vessel and any 
other vessels that are waiting to pass. 

(5) Shall open on signal at all other 
times. 

(g) The draw of the S168 bridge, mile 
12 at Chesapeake (Great Bridge), shall 

open on signal; except that, from 6 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., the draw need be opened only 
on the hour. If any vessel is approach-
ing the bridge and cannot reach the 
draw exactly on the hour, the 
drawtender may delay the hourly open-
ing up to 10 minutes past the hour for 
the passage of the approaching vessel 
and any other vessels that are waiting 
to pass. Vessels in an emergency condi-
tion which presents danger to life or 
property shall be passed at any time. 

(h) The draw of the Albemarle & 
Chesapeake Railroad bridge, mile 13.9, 
in Chesapeake, Virginia, shall be main-
tained in the open position; the draw 
may close only for the crossing of 
trains and maintenance of the bridge. 
When the draw is closed, a bridgetender 
shall be present to reopen the draw 
after the train has cleared the bridge. 

(i) The draw of the Centerville Turn-
pike (SR170) bridge across the Albe-
marle and Chesapeake Canal, mile 15.2, 
at Chesapeake: 

(1) Shall open on signal at any time 
for commercial vessels carrying lique-
fied flammable gas or other hazardous 
materials. 

(2) From 6:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. and 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, except Federal holidays: 

(i) Need not open for the passage of 
recreational or commercial vessels 
that do not qualify under paragraph 
(i)(2)(ii) of this section. 

(ii) Need not open for commercial 
cargo vessels, including tugs, and tugs 
with tows, unless 2 hours advance no-
tice has been given to the Centerville 
Turnpike bridge at (757) 547–3632. 

(3) From 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except Federal holi-
days, the draw need only be opened on 
the hour and half hour. 

(4) If any vessel is approaching the 
bridge and cannot reach the draw ex-
actly on the hour or half hour, the 
drawtender may delay the opening ten 
minutes past the hour or half hour for 
the passage of the approaching vessel 
and any other vessels that are waiting 
to pass. 
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(5) Shall open on signal at all other 
times. 

[CGD 82–025, 49 FR 17452, Apr. 24, 1984, as 
amended by CGD5–91–045, 56 FR 49411, Sept. 
30, 1991; CGD5–90–026, 57 FR 46506, Oct 9, 1992; 
CGD5–90–043, 58 FR 16124, Mar. 25, 1993; 
CGD05–94–050, 59 FR 67632, Dec. 30, 1994; 
CGD05–94–117, 60 FR 37365, July 20, 1995; 
CGD05–95–029, 61 FR 1715, Jan. 23, 1996; 
USCG–1998–3799, 63 FR 35527, June 30, 1998; 
CGD05–98–014, 63 FR 55948, Oct. 20, 1998; 
CGD05–02–108, 68 FR 59537, Oct. 16, 2003] 

§ 117.999 Blackwater River. 
The draw of the S189 bridge, mile 9.2 

at South Quay, shall open on signal if 
at least 24 hours notice is given. 

§ 117.1001 Cat Point Creek. 
The draw of the S634 bridge, mile 0.3 

at Naylors, need not be opened for the 
passage of vessels. 

§ 117.1003 Chickahominy River. 
The draw of the highway bridge, mile 

1.5 at Barrets Ferry, shall open on sig-
nal; except that, from 11 p.m. to 7 a.m., 
the draw shall open on signal if at least 
12 hours notice is given. 

[CGD 82–025, 49 FR 17452, Apr. 24, 1984; 49 FR 
37382, Sept. 24, 1984] 

§ 117.1005 Chincoteague Channel. 
The draw of the SR 175 bridge, mile 

3.5 at Chincoteague need not open for 
the passage of vessels from 7 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on the last consecutive Wednesday 
and Thursday in July of every year. 

[CGDO5–03–168, 69 FR 27836, May 17, 2004] 

§ 117.1007 Elizabeth River—Eastern 
Branch. 

(a) The draw of the Norfolk and West-
ern Railroad bridge, mile 2.7 at Nor-
folk, shall open as follows: 

(1) From 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., the draw 
shall open on signal if it is in the 
closed to navigation position and re-
main open until a train crossing re-
quires that it be returned to the closed 
position. 

(2) From 10 p.m. to 6 a.m., the draw 
shall open on signal if at least two 
hours notice is given. 

(b) The draw of the Berkley Bridge 
mile 0.4. at Norfolk, shall remain 
closed one hour prior to the published 
start of a scheduled marine event regu-
lated under § 100.501, and shall remain 

closed until one hour following the 
completion of the event unless the Pa-
trol Commander designated under 
§ 100.501 allows the bridge to open for 
commercial vessel traffic. 

(c) The draw of the Berkley Bridge, 
mile 0.4 in Norfolk— 

(1) Shall open on signal at any time 
except from 5:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. and 
from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except Federal holi-
days. 

(2) From 5:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. and from 
3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, except Federal holidays; 

(3) Shall open at any time for com-
mercial vessels with a draft of 22 feet 
or more, provided at least 12 hours ad-
vance notice has been given to the 
Berkley Bridge Traffic Control Room 
at (804) 494–2424, and 

(4) Shall open on signal at any time 
for a vessel in distress. 

[CGD 82–025, 49 FR 43463, Oct. 29, 1984, as 
amended by CGD 05–88–13, 53 FR 20321, June 
3, 1988; CGD 5–89–43, 54 FR 30039, July 18, 1989; 
CGD5–90–023, 55 FR 23434, June 8, 1990] 

§ 117.1011 Great Wicomico River. 
The draw of the S200 bridge, mile 8.0 

at Tipers, shall open on signal; except 
that, if an opening is desired from 6 
p.m. to 6 a.m., the drawtender on duty 
shall be notified before 6 p.m. 

§ 117.1013 Kinsale Creek. 
The draw of the state highway 

bridge, mile 4.0, at Kinsale need not be 
opened for the passage of vessels. 

§ 117.1015 Mattaponi River. 
The draws of the Lord Delaware (S33) 

bridge, mile 0.8 at West Point, and the 
S629 bridge, mile 28.5 at Walkerton, 
shall open on signal if at least 24 hours 
notice is given. The drawtender service 
for either bridge shall be increased to 
the degree determined to be adequate 
within 30 days after written notice is 
received from the District Commander 
to do so. 

§ 117.1021 North Landing River. 
The draw of the S165 bridge, mile 20.2 

at Chesapeake, shall open on signal; ex-
cept that, from 6 a.m to 7 p.m., the 
draw need be opened only on the hour 
and half hour for the passage of pleas-
ure craft. Public vessels of the United 
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