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than 4 meters (12 feet) in length. The 
water light must be mounted on a 
bracket so that when the life float is 
launched, the water light will pull free 
of the bracket. 

(c) Two paddles shall be provided for 
each life float. The paddles shall not be 
less than five feet nor more than six 
feet long. The paddles shall be stowed 
in such a way that they will be readily 
accessible from either side of the life 
float when in the water. 

[CGFR 56–4, 21 FR 903, Feb. 9, 1956] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 144.01–10, see the List of 
CFR Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and on GPO Access. 

§ 144.01–15 Alternates for life floats. 

(a) Approved lifeboats, approved life 
rafts or approved inflatable life rafts 
may be used in lieu of approved life 
floats for either all or part of the ca-
pacity required. When either lifeboats 
or life rafts are used approved means of 
launching will be required. Inflatable 
life rafts, when used, shall be distrib-
uted and mounted as required for life 
floats under § 144.01–5. 

(b) The equipment required for a life-
boat is a bailer, boat hook, bucket, 
hatchet, lantern, life line, two life pre-
servers, matches, full complement of 
oars and steering oar, painter, plug, 
and rowlocks, of the same type, kind, 
and character as required for lifeboats 
carried on vessels engaged in navi-
gating bays, sounds, and lakes other 
than the Great Lakes, and rivers. 

(c) The equipment required for a life 
raft is a boat hook, life line (if not a 
Type A life raft), full complement of 
oars and steering oar, painter, and 
rowlocks of the same type, kind, and 
character as required for life rafts car-
ried on cargo and miscellaneous vessels 
navigating on bays, sounds, and lakes 
other than the Great Lakes. 

(d) Inflatable liferafts shall be ap-
proved by the Coast Guard under ap-
proval series 160.151. An approved 
‘‘Limited Service’’ or ‘‘Ocean Service’’ 
liferaft installed on board a platform 
before May 9, 1997, may continue to be 
used to meet the requirements of this 

section provided it is maintained in 
good and serviceable condition. 

[CGFR 56–4, 21 FR 903, Feb. 9, 1956, as amend-
ed by CGFR 60–35 25 FR 10132, Oct. 25, 1960; 
CGD 85–205, 62 FR 35392, July 1, 1997] 

§ 144.01–20 Life preservers. 
(a) An approved life preserver shall 

be provided for each person on a 
manned platform. The life preservers 
shall be located in easily accessible 
places. 

(b) All kapok and fibrous glass life 
preservers which do not have plastic- 
covered pad inserts shall be removed 
from service. 

(c) Each life preserver carried on a 
manned platform must have a personal 
flotation device light that is approved 
under Subpart 161.012 of 46 CFR Part 
161. Each light must be securely at-
tached to the front shoulder area of the 
life preserver. 

(d) Each life preserver carried on a 
manned platform must have at least 
200 sq. cm (31 sq. in.) of retroreflective 
material attached on its front side, at 
least 200 sq. cm on its back side, and at 
leat 200 sq. cm of material on each of 
its reversible sides. The material must 
be Type I material that is approved 
under 46 CFR 164.018. The material at-
tached on each side of a life preserver 
must be divided equally between the 
upper quadrants of the side, and the 
material in each quadrant must be at-
tached as closely as possible to the 
shoulder area of the life preserver. 

[CGFR 60–35, 25 FR 10132, Oct. 25, 1960, as 
amended by CGD 78–160, 47 FR 9383, Mar. 3, 
1982; USCG–1998–3799, 63 FR 35530, June 30, 
1998] 

§ 144.01–25 Ring life buoys. 
(a) Each manned platform must have 

at least four approved ring life buoys 
constructed in accordance with 46 CFR 
Subpart 160.050; except ring life buoys 
approved under former 46 CFR Subpart 
160.009 may be used as long as they are 
in good and serviceable condition. One 
ring life buoy must be placed on a suit-
able rack on each side of a manned 
platform in an accessible place. The 
ring life buoy must always be capable 
of being cast loose and may not be per-
manently secured in any way. 

(b) Each ring life buoy must have a 
water light of an approved automatic 
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