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ual.

(a) Whenever the cognizant COTP
finds that the operations manual does
not meet the requirements of this part,
the COTP notifies the licensee, in writ-
ing, of the inadequacies in the manual.

(b) Within 45 days after the notice
under paragraph (a) of this section is
sent, the licensee must submit written
proposed amendments to eliminate the
inadequacies.

(c) The cognizant COTP reviews the
amendments and makes a determina-
tion as to the adequacy of the amend-
ments and notifies the licensee of the
determination.

(d) If the COTP decides that an
amendment is necessary, the amend-
ment goes into effect 60 days after the
COTP notifies the licensee of the
amendment.

(e) The licensee may petition the
Commandant (G-M), via the appro-
priate district office, to review the de-
cision of the COTP. In this case, the ef-
fective date of the amendment is de-
layed pending the Commandant’s deci-
sion. Petitions must be made (in writ-
ing) and presented to the COTP for for-
warding to the Commandant (G-M).

(f) If the COTP finds that a particular
situation requires immediate action to
prevent a spill or discharge, or to pro-
tect the safety of life and property, the
COTP may issue an amendment effec-
tive on the date that the licensee re-
ceives it. The COTP must include a
brief statement of the reasons for the
immediate amendment. The licensee
may petition the District Commander
for review, but the petition does not
delay the effective date of the amend-
ment.

Amending the operations man-

§150.30 Proposing an amendment to
the operations manual.

(@) The licensee may propose an
amendment to the operations manual:

(1) By submitting (in writing) the
amendment and reasons for the amend-
ments to the COTP not less than 30
days before the requested effective date
of the amendment; or

(2) If the amendment is needed imme-
diately, by submitting the amendment,
and reasons why the amendment is
needed immediately, to the COTP in
writing.
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(b) The COTP responds to a proposed
amendment by notifying the licensee,
in writing, before the requested date of
the amendment whether the request is
approved. If the request is disapproved,
the COTP includes the reasons for dis-
approval in the notice. If the request is
for an immediate amendment, the
COTP responds as soon as possible.

§150.35 How may an adjacent coastal
State request an amendment to the
operations manual?

(a) An adjacent coastal State con-
nected by pipeline to the deepwater
port may petition the cognizant COTP
to amend the operations manual. The
petition must include sufficient infor-
mation to allow the COTP to reach a
decision concerning the proposed
amendment.

(b) After the COTP receives a peti-
tion, the COTP requests comments
from the licensee.

(c) After reviewing the petition and
comments, and considering the costs
and benefits involved, the COTP may
approve the petition if the proposed
amendment will provide equivalent or
improved protection and safety. The
adjacent coastal State may petition
the Commandant (G-M) to review the
decision of the COTP. Petitions must
be made in writing and presented to
the COTP for forwarding to the Com-
mandant (G-M) via the District Com-
mander.

§150.40 Deviating from the operations
manual.

If, because of a particular situation,
the licensee needs to deviate from the
operations manual, the licensee must
submit a written request to the COTP
explaining why the deviation is nec-
essary and what alternative is pro-
posed. If the COTP determines that the
deviation would ensure equivalent or
greater protection and safety, the
COTP authorizes the deviation and no-
tifies the licensee in writing.

§150.45 Emergency deviation from
this subchapter or the operations
manual.

In an emergency, any person may de-
viate from any requirement in this sub-
chapter, or any procedure in the oper-
ations manual, to ensure the safety of
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life, property, or the environment.
Each deviation must be reported to the
COTP at the earliest possible time.

§150.50 What are the requirements for
a facility spill response plan?

(a) Each deepwater port, which meets
the applicability requirements of part
154, subpart F, of this chapter must
have a Facility Response Plan and be
approved by the COTP.

(b) Each natural gas deepwater port
must have a natural gas facility emer-
gency plan that meets part 127, subpart
B of this chapter.

(c) The response plan must be sub-
mitted to the COTP, in writing, not
less than 60 days before the deepwater
port begins operation.

Subpart B—Inspections

§150.100 What are the requirements
for inspecting deepwater ports?

Under the direction of the OCMI, ma-
rine inspectors may inspect deepwater
ports to determine whether the re-
quirements of this subchapter are met.
A marine inspector may conduct an in-
spection, with or without advance no-
tice, at any time the COTP deems nec-
essary, and may coincide with receipt
of the annual self-inspection report
from the operator to ensure stated con-
ditions are accurate.

§150.105 What are the requirements
for annual self-inspection?

(a) The owner or operator of each
manned deepwater port must ensure
that the port is inspected, at intervals
of no more than 12 months, to deter-
mine whether the facility is in compli-
ance with the requirements of this sub-
chapter. The inspection may be con-
ducted within 2 months after the date
the inspection is due. However, the in-
spection is credited as of 12 months
after the previous due date.

(b) The owner or operator must
record and submit the results of the
annual self-inspection to the COTP
within 30 days after completion of the
inspection. The report must include a
description of any failure and scope of
repairs made to components or equip-
ment, in accordance with the require-
ments in Subpart | to this part, other
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than the primary lifesaving or fire-
fighting or transfer equipment.

§150.110 What are the notification re-
quirements upon receipt of classi-
fication society certifications?

The licensee must notify the COTP,
in writing, upon receipt of a classifica-
tion society certification, interim class
certificate, or SPM classification cer-
tificate.

Subpart C—Personnel

§150.200 Who must ensure that port
personnel are qualified?

The licensee must ensure that the in-
dividual filling a position meets the
qualifications for that position as out-
lined in the operations manual.

§150.205 What are the language re-
quirements for port personnel?

Only persons who read, write, and
speak English may occupy the essen-
tial management positions outlined in
the operations manual.

§150.210 What are the restrictions on
serving in more than one position?

No person may serve in more than
one of the essential management posi-
tions outlined in the operations man-
ual at any one time.

§150.225 What training and instruc-
tion are required?

Personnel must receive training and
instruction commensurate with the po-
sition they hold. Procedures for docu-
menting employee training must be
outlined in the operations manual.

Subpart D—Vessel Navigation

§150.300 What does this subpart do?

This subpart supplements the inter-
national navigation rules in subchapter
D of this chapter, and prescribes re-
quirements that:

(a) Apply to the navigation of all ves-
sels at or near a deepwater port; and

(b) Apply to all vessels while in a
safety zone, area to be avoided, or no
anchoring area.
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