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Under 40 CFR 110.3 and 110.4 such discharges 
of oil include discharges which: 

(a) Violate applicable water quality stand-
ards, or 

(b) Cause a film or sheen upon or discolora-
tion of the surface of the water or adjoining 
shorelines or cause a sludge or emulsion to 
be deposited beneath the surface of the water 
or upon adjoining shorelines. If a sample 
contains a quantity of oil determined to be 
harmful, the Coast Guard will not certify the 
device. 

[CGD 73–83, 40 FR 4624, Jan. 30, 1975, as 
amended by CGD 75–213, 41 FR 15326, Apr. 12, 
1976; USCG–1999–5151, 64 FR 67176, Dec. 1, 
1999] 

§ 159.126 Coliform test: Type II de-
vices. 

(a) The arithmetic mean of the fecal 
coliform bacteria in 38 of 40 samples of 
effluent from a Type II device during 
the test described in § 159.121 must be 
200 per 100 milliliters or less when test-
ed in accordance with 40 CFR Part 136. 

(b) The 40 samples must be taken 
from the device as follows: During each 
of the 10 test days, one sample must be 
taken at the beginning, middle and end 
of an 8-consecutive hour period with 
one additional sample taken imme-
diately following the peak capacity 
processing period. 

[CGD 75–213, 41 FR 15326, Apr. 12, 1976] 

§ 159.126a Suspended solids test: Type 
II devices. 

During the sewage processing test 
(§ 159.121) 40 effluent samples must be 
taken at the same time as samples are 
taken for § 159.126 and they must be 
analyzed for total suspended solids in 
accordance with 40 CFR Part 136. The 
arithmetic mean of the total suspended 
solids in 38 of 40 of these samples must 
be less than or equal to 150 milligrams 
per liter. 

[CGD 75–213, 41 FR 15326, Apr. 12, 1976] 

§ 159.127 Safety coliform count: Recir-
culating devices. 

Thirty-eight of forty samples of flush 
fluid from a recirculating device must 
have less than 240 fecal coliform bac-
teria per 100 milliliters. These samples 
must be collected in accordance with 

§ 159.123(b) and tested in accordance 
with 40 CFR Part 136. 

[CGD 73–83, 40 FR 4624, Jan. 30, 1975, as 
amended by CGD 75–213, 41 FR 15326, Apr. 12, 
1976] 

§ 159.129 Safety: Ignition prevention 
test. 

(a) Components of a device that are a 
potential ignition source in an explo-
sive atmosphere must pass the test in 
paragraph (b) or (c) of this section or 
meet the requirements of paragraph (d) 
or have a specific warning in the in-
struction manual required by § 159.57 
that the device should not be installed 
in an explosive atmosphere. 

(b) Components protected by vapor 
exclusion must be placed in a chamber 
filled with a rich mixture of gasoline or 
propane in air with the pressure being 
varied from 0 to 2 psig once an hour for 
8 hours. Vapor readings must be taken 
in the void being protected and must 
indicate a leakage less than 20 percent 
of the lower explosive limit of the mix-
ture in the chamber. 

(c) Components providing ignition 
protection by means other than vapor 
exclusion must be fitted with an igni-
tion source, such as a spark plug, and a 
means of injecting an explosive mix-
ture of gasoline or propane and air into 
the void that protects the component. 
Connections must be made so as to 
minimize any additional volume added 
to the protected void by the apparatus 
delivering the explosive mixture. The 
component must be placed in a cham-
ber filled with an explosive mixture 
and there must be no ignition of the 
explosive mixture surrounding the 
component when the following tests 
are conducted: 

(1) Using any overload protection 
that is part of the device, the potential 
ignition source must be operated for 
one half hour at 110 percent of its rated 
voltage, one half hour at 50 percent of 
its rated voltage and one half hour at 
100 percent of its rated voltage with 
the motor or armature locked, if the 
potential ignition source is a motor or 
part of a motor’s electrical circuit. 

(2) With the explosive mixture in the 
protected void, the test installed igni-
tion source must be activated 50 times. 
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(3) The tests paragraphs (c) (1) and (2) 
of this section must be repeated with 
any plugs removed. 

(d) Components that are certified as 
being intrinsically safe in accordance 
with the Instrument Society of Amer-
ica (RP 12.2) or explosion proof in ac-
cordance with the Underwriters Lab-
oratories STD 698 in Class I, Group D 
hazardous locations (46 CFR 111.80–5(a)) 
need not be subjected to this testing. 

§ 159.131 Safety: Incinerating device. 
An incinerating device must not in-

cinerate unless the combustion cham-
ber is closed, must purge the combus-
tion chamber of combustible fuel va-
pors before and after incineration must 
secure automatically if the burner does 
not ignite, must not allow an accumu-
lation of fuel, and must neither 
produce a temperature on surfaces ad-
jacent to the incineration chamber 
higher than 67 °C nor produce a tem-
perature on surfaces in normal body 
contact higher than 41 °C when oper-
ating in an ambient temperature of 25 
°C. Unitized incineration devices must 
completely burn to a dry, inert ash, a 
simultaneous defecation and urination 
and must not discharge fly ash, 
malodors, or toxic substances. 

Subpart D—Recognition of 
Facilities 

§ 159.201 Recognition of facilities. 
A recognized facility is an inde-

pendent laboratory accepted by the 
Coast Guard under 46 CFR 159.010 to 
perform the tests and inspections re-
quired under this part. A list of accept-
ed laboratories is available from the 
Commandant (G–MSE–3). 

[CGD 95–028, 62 FR 51194, Sept. 30, 1997, as 
amended by USCG–1999–5832, 64 FR 34715, 
June 29, 1999] 

Subpart E—Discharge of Effluents 
in Certain Alaskan Waters by 
Cruise Vessel Operations 

SOURCE: 66 FR 38930, July 26, 2001, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 159.301 Purpose. 
The purpose of this subpart is to im-

plement ‘‘Title XIV—Certain Alaskan 

Cruise Ship Operations’’ contained in 
section 1(a)(4) of Pub. L. 106–554, en-
acted on December 21, 2000, by pre-
scribing regulations governing the dis-
charges of sewage and graywater from 
cruise vessels, require sampling and 
testing of sewage and graywater dis-
charges, and establish reporting and 
record keeping requirements. 

§ 159.303 Applicability. 
This subpart applies to each cruise 

vessel authorized to carry 500 or more 
passengers operating in the waters of 
the Alexander Archipelago and the 
navigable waters of the United States 
within the State of Alaska and within 
the Kachemak Bay National Estuarine 
Research Reserve. 

§ 159.305 Definitions. 
In this subpart: 
Administrator—means the Adminis-

trator of the United States Environ-
mental Protection Agency. 

Applicable Waters of Alaska—means 
the waters of the Alexander Archi-
pelago and the navigable waters of the 
United States within the State of Alas-
ka and within the Kachemak Bay Na-
tional Estuarine Research Reserve. 

Captain of the Port—means the Cap-
tain of the Port as defined in Subpart 
3.85 of this chapter. 

Conventional Pollutants—means the 
list of pollutants listed in 40 CFR 
401.16. 

Cruise Vessel—means a passenger ves-
sel as defined in section 2101(22) of Title 
46, United States Code. The term does 
not include a vessel of the United 
States operated by the federal govern-
ment or a vessel owned and operated by 
the government of a State. 

Discharge—means a release, however 
caused, from a cruise vessel, and in-
cludes, any escape, disposal, spilling, 
leaking, pumping, emitting or 
emptying. 

Environmental Compliance Records—in-
cludes the Sewage and Graywater Dis-
charge Record Book, all discharge re-
ports, all discharge sampling test re-
sults, as well as any other records that 
must be kept under this subpart. 

Graywater—means only galley, dish-
washer, bath, and laundry waste water. 
The term does not include other wastes 
or waste streams. 
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