Coast Guard, DHS

nautical miles between opposite shore-
lines to the first point where the larg-
est distance between shorelines nar-
rows to 2 miles, as shown on the cur-
rent edition of the appropriate Na-
tional Ocean Service chart used for
navigation. Shorelines of islands or
points of land present within a water-
way are considered when determining
the distance between opposite shore-
lines.

[CGD 76-183, 44 FR 73024, Dec. 17, 1979, as
amended by CGD 82-073, 49 FR 7119, Feb. 27,
1984; 49 FR 20815, May 17, 1984]

§175.110 Visual distress signals re-
quired.

(a) No person may use a boat 16 feet
or more in length, or any boat oper-
ating as an uninspected passenger ves-
sel subject to the requirements of 46
CFR chapter 1, subchapter C, unless
visual distress signals selected from
the list in §175.130 or the alternatives
in §175.135, in the number required, are
onboard. Devices suitable for day use
and devices suitable for night use, or
devices suitable for both day and night
use, must be carried.

(b) Between sunset and sunrise, no
person may use a boat less than 16 feet
in length unless visual distress signals
suitable for night use, selected from
the list in §175.130 or §175.135, in the
number required, are on board.

[CGD 76-183, 44 FR 73024, Dec. 17, 1979, as
amended by USCG-1999-5040, 67 FR 34760,
May 15, 2002]

§175.113 Launchers.

(a) When a visual distress signal car-
ried to meet the requirements of
§175.110 requires a launcher to activate,
then a launcher approved under 46 CFR
160.028 must also be carried.

§175.115 Exceptions.

The following persons need not com-
ply with §175.110; however, each must
carry on board visual distress signals
suitable for night use, selected from
the list in §175.130 or §175.135, in the
number required, between sunset and
sunrise:

(a) A person competing in any orga-
nized marine parade, regatta, race, or
similar event;

(b) A person using a manually pro-
pelled boat; or

§175.130

(c) A person using a sailboat of com-
pletely open construction, not equipped
with propulsion machinery, under 26’ in
length.

§175.120 Stowage.

No person may use a boat unless the
visual distress signals required by
§175.110 are readily accessible.

[CGD 93-055, 61 FR 13926, Mar. 28, 1996, as
amended by USCG-1999-5832, 64 FR 34715,
June 29, 1999]

§175.125 Serviceability.

No person may use a boat unless each
signal required by §175.110 is in service-
able condition and the service life of
the signal, if indicated by a date
marked on the signal, has not expired.

[CGD 93-055, 61 FR 13926, Mar. 28, 1996, as
amended by USCG-1999-5832, 64 FR 34715,
June 29, 1999]

§175.128 Marking.

No person may use a boat unless each
signal required by §175.110 is legibly
marked with the approval number or
certification statement as specified in
46 CFR Parts 160 and 161.

[CGD 93-055, 61 FR 13926, Mar. 28, 1996, as
amended by USCG-1999-5832, 64 FR 34715,
June 29, 1999]

§175.130 Visual distress signals ac-
cepted.

(a) Any of the following signals, when
carried in the number required, can be
used to meet the requirements of
§175.110:

(1) An electric distress light meeting
the standards of 46 CFR 161.013. One is
required to meet the night only re-
quirement.

(2) An orange flag meeting the stand-
ards of 46 CFR 160.072. One is required
to meet the day only requirement.

(3) Pyrotechnics meeting the stand-
ards noted in Table 175.130.

(b) Any combination of signal devices
selected from the types noted in para-
graphs (a) (1), (2) and (3) of this section,
when carried in the number required,
may be used to meet both day and
night requirements. Examples—the
combination of two hand held red
flares (160.021), and one parachute red
flare (160.024 or 160.036) meets both day
and night requirements. Three hand
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