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§ 276.8 Cessation. 
The legislation specifies that this au-

thority shall cease to be in effect after 
December 31, 1977. No requests for cer-
tification will be processed after that 
date. To be eligible for credit, pro-
posals for local work must have been 
certified by the District Engineer no 
later than December 31, 1977. There is 
no requirement that the local improve-
ment be initiated or accomplished by 
that date. 
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§ 277.1 Purpose. 
This regulation provides policies and 

guidelines for the apportionment of 
bridge alteration costs required in con-
nection with navigation improvements 
recommended in reports transmitted to 
the Chief of Engineers for approval or 
submitted to Congress for authoriza-
tion. 

§ 277.2 Applicability. 
This regulation is applicable to all 

OCE elements and all field operating 
agencies having Civil Works respon-
sibilities. 

§ 277.3 References. 
(a) Section 6, Pub. L. 647, 67th Con-

gress, 21 June 1940, as amended (33 
U.S.C. 516). (Appendix A). 

(b) Section 6, Pub. L. 89–670, Depart-
ment of Transportation Act, 15 October 
1966 (49 U.S.C. 1655). 

(c) Coast Guard reference: G–ECV–1, 
Truman-Hobbs Act. 

(d) ER 1105–2–50. 
(e) EP 1165–2–2 Appendix E. 

§ 277.4 Definitions. 

The following definitions are applica-
ble to this regulation: 

(a) Bridge. The term bridge means a 
lawful bridge over navigable waters of 
the United States, including ap-
proaches, fenders, and appurtenances 
thereto, which is used and operated for 
the purpose of carrying railroad traffic, 
or both railroad and highway traffic, or 
if a State, county, municipality, or 
other political subdivision is the owner 
or joint owner thereof, which is used 
and operated for the purpose of car-
rying highway traffic. 

(b) Bridge owner. Bridge owner means 
any State, county, municipality, or 
other political subdivision, or any cor-
poration, association, partnership, or 
individual owning, or jointly owning, 
any bridge, and, when any bridge shall 
be in the possession or under the con-
trol of any trustee, receiver, trustee in 
bankruptcy, or lessee, such term shall 
include both the owner of the legal 
title and the person or the entity in 
possession or control of such bridge. 

(c) Navigable waters. Navigable waters 
of the United States means those 
waterbodies, except the territorial 
seas, which are subject to the ebb and 
flow of the tide, or are presently, or 
have been in the past, or may be in the 
future susceptible for use for purposes 
of interstate or foreign commerce. 

(d) Alteration. The term alteration in-
cludes changes of any kind, reconstruc-
tion, or removal in whole or in part. 

§ 277.5 General. 

Pub. L. 647 as amended, (33 U.S.C. 
511–523) commonly referred to as the 
‘‘Truman-Hobbs Act’’ provides for the 
alteration of railroad and highway 
bridges when found unreasonably ob-
structive to navigation. Section 6 of 
that Act establishes policies for the ap-
portionment of such bridge alteration 
costs. Public Law 89–670, transferred to 
the Secretary of Transportation from 
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