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PART 3—OFFICIAL SEAL 

Sec. 
3.1 Definitions. 
3.2 Description. 
3.3 Authority to affix seal. 
3.4 Use of the seal. 

AUTHORITY: 20 U.S.C. 3472 and 3485, unless 
otherwise noted. 

SOURCE: 45 FR 86491, Dec. 31, 1980, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 3.1 Definitions. 

For the purposes of this part: 
(a) ED means all organizational units 

of the Department of Education. 
(b) Embossing Seal means a display of 

the form and content of the Official 
Seal made on a die so that the Seal can 
be embossed on paper or other media. 

(c) Official Seal means the original(s) 
of the Seal showing the exact form, 
content, and colors. 

(d) Replica means a copy of the Offi-
cial Seal displaying the identical form, 
content, and colors. 

(e) Reproduction means a copy of the 
Official Seal displaying the form and 
content, reproduced in only one color. 

(f) Secretary means the Secretary of 
Education. 

§ 3.2 Description. 

The Official Seal of the Department 
of Education is described as follows: 
Standing upon a mound, an oak tree 
with black trunk and limbs and green 
foliage in front of a gold rising sun, 
issuing gold rays on a light blue disc, 
enclosed by a dark blue border with 
gold edges bearing the inscription 
‘‘DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION’’ 
above a star at either side of the words 
‘‘UNITED STATES OF AMERICA’’ in 
smaller letters in the base; letters and 
stars in white. The Offical Seal of the 
Department is modified when used in 
reproductions in black and white and 
when embossed. As so modified, it ap-
pears below. 

§ 3.3 Authority to affix seal. 

The Secretary and the Secretary’s 
designees are authorized to affix the 
Official Seal, replicas, reproductions, 
and embossing seals to appropriate 
documents, certifications, and other 
material for all purposes as authorized 
by this section. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 3474) 

§ 3.4 Use of the seal. 

(a) Use by any person or organization 
outside of the Department may be 
made only with the Department’s prior 
written approval. 

(b) Requests by any person or organi-
zation outside of the Department for 
permission to use the Seal must be 
made in writing to Director of Public 
Affairs, U.S. Department of Education, 
400 Maryland Avenue, SW., Wash-
ington, DC 20202, and must specify, in 
detail, the exact use to be made. Any 
permission granted applies only to the 
specific use for which it was granted 
and is not to be construed as permis-
sion for any other use. 

(c) In regard to internal use, replicas 
may be used only: 

(1) For display in or adjacent to ED 
facilities, in Departmental audito-
riums, presentation rooms, hearing 
rooms, lobbies, and public document 
rooms; 

(2) In offices of senior officials; 
(3) For official awards, certificates, 

medals, and plaques; 
(4) For electronic media, motion pic-

ture film, video tape and other audio-
visual media prepared by or for ED and 
attributed thereto; 
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