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(8) Where the appropriate official of the 
Department, pursuant to the Department’s 
Freedom of Information Regulation deter-
mines that it is in the public interest to dis-
close a record which is otherwise exempt 
from mandatory disclosure, disclosure may 
be made from this system of records. 

(9) The Department contemplates that it 
will contract with a private firm for the pur-
pose of collating, analyzing, aggregating or 
otherwise refining records in this system. 
Relevant records will be disclosed to such a 
contractor. The contractor shall be required 
to maintain Privacy Act safeguards with re-
spect to such records. 

(10) To individuals and organizations, 
deemed qualified by the Secretary to carry 
out specific research solely for the purpose of 
carrying out such research. 

(11) Disclosures in the course of employee 
discipline or competence determination pro-
ceedings. 

[45 FR 30808, May 9, 1980; 45 FR 37426, June 3, 
1980] 

PART 6—INVENTIONS AND PATENTS 
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AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301. 

SOURCE: 45 FR 30814, May 9, 1980, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 6.0 General policy. 

Inventions developed through the re-
sources and activities of the Depart-
ment are a potential resource of great 
value to the public. It is the policy of 
the Department: 

(a) To safeguard the public interest 
in inventions developed by Department 
employees, contractors and grantees 
with the aid of public funds and facili-
ties; 

(b) To encourage and recognize indi-
vidual and cooperative achievement in 
research and investigations; and 

(c) To establish a procedure, con-
sistent with pertinent statutes, Execu-
tive orders and general Government 
regulations, for the determination of 
rights and obligations relating to the 
patenting of inventions. 

§ 6.1 Publication or patenting of inven-
tions. 

It is the general policy of the Depart-
ment that the results of Department 
research should be made widely, 
promptly and freely available to other 
research workers and to the public. 
This availability can generally be ade-
quately preserved by the dedication of 
a Government-owned invention to the 
public. Determinations to file a domes-
tic patent application on inventions in 
which the Department has an interest 
will be made where the circumstances 
indicate that this is desirable in the 
public interest, and if it is practicable 
to do so. Department determinations 
not to apply for a domestic patent on 
employee inventions are subject to re-
view and approval by the Commis-
sioner of Patents. Except where 
deemed necessary for protecting the 
patent claim, the fact that a patent ap-
plication has been or may be filed will 
not require any departure from normal 
policy regarding the dissemination of 
the results of Department research. 

§ 6.3 Licensing of Government-owned 
patents. 

(a) Licenses to practice inventions 
covered by patents and pending patent 
applications owned by the U.S. Govern-
ment as represented by this Depart-
ment will generally be royalty free, 
revocable and nonexclusive. They will 
normally be issued to all applicants 
and will generally contain no limita-
tions or standards relating to the qual-
ity or testing of the products to be 
manufactured, sold, or distributed 
thereunder. 

(b) Where it appears however that the 
public interest will be served under the 
circumstances of the particular case by 
licenses which impose conditions, such 
as those relating to quality or testing 
of products, requirement of payment of 
royalties to the Government, etc., or 
by the issuance of limited exclusive li-
censes by the Secretary after notice 
and opportunity for hearing thereon, 
such licenses may be issued. 

§ 6.4 Central records; confidentiality. 
Central files and records shall be 

maintained of all inventions, patents, 
and licenses in which the Department 
has an interest, together with a record 
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