National Park Service, Interior

and programs of State and local gov-
ernments participating in the national
historic preservation program and the
Historic Preservation Fund grant pro-
gram. NPS will use the information to
evaluate those programs and proce-
dures for consistency with the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as
amended, and compliance with govern-
ment-wide grant requirements. The ob-
ligation to respond is required to ob-
tain a benefit under these programs.
Note that a Federal agency may not
conduct or sponsor, and a person is not
required to respond to, a collection of
information unless it displays a cur-
rently valid OMB control number. NPS
provides no assurance of confiden-
tiality to respondents with the excep-
tion of locational information con-
cerning some properties that govern-
ment historic preservation property in-
ventories include. Pursuant to section
304 of the National Historic Preserva-
tion Act of 1966, as amended, NPS
tightly controls release of information
when such release could have the po-
tential of damaging those qualities
which make a property historic.

(b) We estimate the public reporting
burden for the collection of this infor-
mation to average 14.06 hours per re-
sponse, including the time for review-
ing instructions, searching existing
data sources, gathering and maintain-
ing the data needed, and completing
and reviewing the collection of infor-
mation. Send comments regarding this
burden estimate or any other aspect of
this collection of information, includ-
ing suggestions for reducing the bur-
den, to Ms. Diane M. Cooke, Informa-
tion Collection Officer, National Park
Service, 1849 C Street NW, Washington,
D.C. 20240 and to the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, Office of Information
and Regulatory Affairs, Attention:
Desk Officer for the Department of the
Interior (1024-0038), Washington, D.C.
20503.
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§62.1 Purpose

The procedures in this part set forth
the processes and criteria for the iden-
tification, evaluation, designation and
monitoring of national natural land-
marks.

(a) The National Natural Landmarks
Program focuses attention on areas of
exceptional natural value to the nation
as a whole rather than to one par-
ticular State or locality. The program
recognizes areas preserved by Federal,
State and local agencies as well as pri-
vate organizations and individuals and
encourages the owners of national nat-
ural landmarks to voluntarily observe
preservation precepts.

(b) The National Natural Landmarks
Program identifies and preserves nat-
ural areas that best illustrate the bio-
logical and geological character of the
United States, enhances the scientific
and educational values of preserved
areas, strengthens public appreciation
of natural history, and fosters a great-
er concern for the conservation of the
nation’s natural heritage.

§62.2 Definitions.

The following definitions apply to
this part:

National Natural Landmark is an area
designated by the Secretary of the In-
terior as being of national significance
to the United States because it is an
outstanding example(s) of major bio-
logical and geological features found
within the boundaries of the United
States or its Territories or on the
Outer Continental Shelf.

National Registry of Natural Land-
marks is the official listing of all des-
ignated national natural landmarks.

National significance describes an area
that is one of the best examples of a bi-
ological community or geological fea-
ture within a natural region of the
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§62.3

United States, including terrestrial
communities, landforms, geological
features and processes, habitats of na-
tive plant and animal species, or fossil
evidence of the development of life.

Natural region is a distinct
physiographic province having similar
geologic history, structures, and
landforms. The basic physiographic
characteristics of a natural region in-
fluence its vegetation, climate, soils,
and animal life. Examples include the
Atlantic Coastal Plain, Great Basin,
and Brooks Range natural regions.

Owner means the individual(s), cor-
poration(s), or partnership(s) holding
fee simple title to property, or the head
of the public agency or subordinate em-
ployee of the public agency to whom
such authority was delegated and who
is responsible for administering pub-
licly owned land. Owner does not in-
clude individuals, partnerships, cor-
porations, or public agencies holding
easements or less than fee interests
(including leaseholds) of any form. A
Native American tribe that is the bene-
ficial fee simple owner of lands, with
the United States as trustee, will be
considered as owner of private property
for the purposes of this part. Similarly,
individual member(s) of a Native
American tribe who are beneficial
owner(s) of property, allottee(s) held in
trust by the United States, will be con-
sidered as owner(s) of private property
for the purposes of this part.

Potential national natural landmark
means an area that, based on rec-
ommendation or initial comparison
with other areas in the same natural
region, seems to merit further study of
its merits for possible national natural
landmark designation.

Prejuducial procedural error is one
that reasonably may be considered to
have affected the outcome of the des-
ignation process.

Representative refers to any public or
private individual, agency, or organiza-
tion that is performing actions related
to the identification, evaluation, des-
ignation or monitoring of national nat-
ural landmarks on behalf of or in co-
operation with the National Park Serv-
ice (NPS), either under a contractual
agreement or as a volunteer.

Scientist refers to an individual whose
combination of academic training and
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professional field experience in the nat-
ural region qualifies him/her to iden-
tify and comparatively evaluate nat-
ural areas at the regional or national
level.

§62.3 Effects of designation.

(a) Designation of an area by the Sec-
retary as a national natural landmark
is not a land withdrawal, does not
change the ownership of an area, and
does not dictate activity. However,
Federal agencies consider the unique
properties of designated national nat-
ural landmarks and of areas that meet
the criteria for national significance in
their planning and impact analysis (see
§62.6(f)), and there may be State or
local planning or land use implica-
tions. Designation as a national nat-
ural landmark does not require or man-
date under Federal law any further
State or local planning, zoning or other
land-use action or decision. Owners
who agree to have their lands des-
ignated as a national natural landmark
do not give up under Federal law any
legal rights and privileges of ownership
or use of the area. The Department
does not gain any property interests in
these lands.

(b) Benefits of national natural land-
mark designation include the positive
recognition and appreciation of nation-
ally significant resources and the abil-
ity of public agencies and private indi-
viduals and organizations to make
more informed development and plan-
ning decisions early in regional plan-
ning processes. In addition, some pri-
vate owners of commercially operated
national natural landmarks that are
open to public visitation may choose to
recognize and emphasize the national
significance of the areas by providing
descriptive information to the public.
Under section 170(h) of the United
States Internal Revenue Code, some
owners of national natural landmarks
may be eligible to claim a charitable
contribution deduction on their Fed-
eral income tax for qualified interests
in their natural landmark property do-
nated for a qualified conservation pur-
pose to a qualified conservation organi-
zation.

(c) The Secretary will provide an an-
nual report to the Congress on dam-
aged or threatened designated national

324



