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(i) Properties within registered his-
toric districts will be evaluated to de-
termine if they contribute to the his-
toric significance of the district by ap-
plication of the Secretary’s Standards
for Evaluating Significance within
Registered Historic Districts as set
forth in §67.5.

(J) Once the significance of a prop-
erty located within a registered his-
toric district or a potential historic
district has been determined by the
Secretary, written notification will be
sent to the owner and the SHPO in the
form of a certification of significance
or nonsignificance.

(k) Owners shall report to the Sec-
retary through the SHPO any substan-
tial damage, alteration or changes to a
property that occurs after issuance of a
certification of significance and prior
to a final certification of rehabilita-
tion. The Secretary may withdraw a
certification of significance, upon thir-
ty days notice to the owner, if a prop-
erty has been damaged, altered or
changed effective as of the date of the
occurrence. The property may also be
removed from the National Register, in
accordance with the procedures in 36
CFR part 60. A revocation of certifi-
cation of significance pursuant to this
part may be appealed under §67.10. For
damage, alteration or changes caused
by unacceptable rehabilitation work,
see §67.6(f).

§67.5 Standards for Evaluating Sig-
nificance within Registered His-
toric Districts.

(a) Properties located within reg-
istered historic districts are reviewed
by the Secretary to determine if they
contribute to the historic significance
of the district by applying the fol-
lowing Standards for Evaluating Sig-
nificance within Registered Historic
Districts.

(1) A building contributing to the his-
toric significance of a district is one
which by location, design, setting, ma-
terials, workmanship, feeling and asso-
ciation adds to the district’s sense of
time and place and historical develop-
ment.

(2) A building not contributing to the
historic significance of a district is one
which does not add to the district’s
sense of time and place and historical

§67.5

development; or one where the loca-
tion, design, setting, materials, work-
manship, feeling and association have
been so altered or have so deteriorated
that the overall integrity of the build-
ing has been irretrievably lost.

(3) Ordinarily buildings that have
been built within the past 50 years
shall not be considered to contribute to
the significance of a district unless a
strong justification concerning their
historical or architectural merit is
given or the historical attributes of the
district are considered to be less than
50 years old.

(b) A condemnation order may be
presented as evidence of physical dete-
rioration of a building but will not of
itself be considered sufficient evidence
to warrant certification of nonsignifi-
cance for loss of integrity. In certain
cases it may be necessary for the owner
to submit a structural engineer’s re-
port to help substantiate physical dete-
rioration and/or structural damage.
Guidance on preparing a structural en-
gineer’s report is available from the
appropriate SHPO or NPS regional of-
fice.

(c) Some properties listed in the Na-
tional Register, primarily districts, are
resources whose concentration or con-
tinuity possesses greater historical sig-
nificance than many of their individual
component buildings and structures.
These usually are documented as a
group rather than individually. Accord-
ingly, this type of National Register
documentation is not conclusive for
the purposes of this part and must be
supplemented with information on the
significance of the specific property.
Certifications of significance and non-
significance will be made on the basis
of the application documentation, ex-
isting National Register documenta-
tion, and other available information
as needed. The Keeper may amend the
National Register documentation by
issuing a supplementary record if the
application material warrants such an
amendment. If a certification request
is received for a property which is not
yet listed on the National Register or
which is outside a district’s established
period or area of significance, a pre-
liminary determination of significance
will be issued only if the request in-
cludes adequate documentation and if
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there is written assurance from the
SHPO that the SHPO plans to nomi-
nate the property or district or that
the district nomination in question is
being revised to expand its significance
or for certified districts, written assur-
ance from the duly authorized rep-
resentative that the district docu-
mentation is being revised to expand
the significance. Certifications will be-
come final when the property or dis-
trict is listed or when the district doc-
umentation is officially amended un-
less the significance of the property
has been lost as a result of alteration
or damage. For procedures on amend-
ing listings to the National Register
and additional information on the use
of National Register documentation
and the supplementary record which is
contained in National Register Bul-
letin 19, “Policies and Procedures for
Processing National Register Nomina-
tions,” consult the appropriate SHPO
or NPS regional office.

(d) Where rehabilitation credits are
sought, certifications of significance
will be made on the appearance and
condition of the property before reha-
bilitation was begun.

(e) If a nonhistoric surface material
obscures a facade, it may be necessary
for the owner to remove a portion of
the surface material prior to request-
ing certification so that a determina-
tion of significance or nonsignificance
can be made. After the material has
been removed, if the obscured facade
has retained substantial historic integ-
rity and the property otherwise con-
tributes to the historic district, it will
be determined to be a certified historic
structure. However, if the obscuring
material remains when a determina-
tion of nonsignificance is requested
under §67.4(a)(2), the property will be
presumed to contribute to the historic
significance of the district, if otherwise
qualified, and, therefore, not eligible
for the other tax credits under section
48(g) of the Internal Revenue Code.

(f) Additional guidance on certifi-
cations of historic significance is avail-
able from SHPOs and NPS regional of-
fices.

§67.6 Certifications of rehabilitation.

(a) Owners who want rehabilitation
projects for certified historic struc-
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tures to be certified by the Secretary
as being consistent with the historic
character of the structure, and, where
applicable, the district in which the
structure is located, thus qualifying as
a certified rehabilitation, shall comply
with the procedures listed below. A fee,
as described in §67.11, for reviewing all
proposed, ongoing, or completed reha-
bilitation work is charged by the Sec-
retary. No certification decisions will
be issued on any application until the
appropriate remittance is received.

(1) To initiate review of a rehabilita-
tion project for certification purposes,
an owner must complete part 2 of the
Historic Preservation Certification Ap-
plication according to instructions ac-
companying the application. These in-
structions explain in detail the docu-
mentation required for certification of
a rehabilitation project. The applica-
tion may describe a proposed rehabili-
tation project, a project in progress, or
a completed project. In all cases, docu-
mentation, including photographs ade-
quate to document the appearance of
the structure(s), both on the exterior
and on the interior, and its site and en-
vironment prior to rehabilitation must
accompany the application. The social
security or taxpayer identification
number(s) of all owners must be pro-
vided in the application. Other docu-
mentation, such as window surveys or
cleaning specifications, may be re-
quired by reviewing officials to evalu-
ate certain rehabilitation projects.
Plans for any attached, adjacent, or re-
lated new construction must also ac-
company the application. Where nec-
essary documentation is not provided,
review and evaluation may not be com-
pleted and a denial of certification will
be issued on the basis of lack of infor-
mation. Owners are strongly encour-
aged to submit part 2 of the application
prior to undertaking any rehabilitation
work. Owners who undertake rehabili-
tation projects without prior approval
from the Secretary do so strictly at
their own risk. Because the cir-
cumstances of each rehabilitation
project are unique to the particular
certified historic structure involved,
certifications that may have been
granted to other rehabilitations are
not specifically applicable and may not
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