Department of Veterans Affairs

this section, the Veterans Service Cen-
ter Manager will submit a complete re-
port to the Regional Counsel.

[36 FR 19025, Sept. 25, 1971, as amended at 40
FR 54250, Nov. 21, 1975]

§13.111 Claims of creditors.

Under 38 U.S.C. 5301(a), payments
made to or on account of a beneficiary
under any of the laws relating to vet-
erans are exempt, either before or after
receipt by the beneficiary, from the
claims of creditors and State and local
taxation. The fiduciary should invoke
this defense where applicable. If the fi-
duciary does not do so, the Veterans
Service Center Manager should refer
the matter to the Regional Counsel for
appropriate action.

[40 FR 54251, Nov. 21, 1975]

PART 14—LEGAL SERVICES, GEN-
ERAL COUNSEL, AND MISCELLA-
NEOUS CLAIMS
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14.669 Fees of agents or attorneys; penalty.
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ments.

14.701 Commitment and restoration pro-
ceedings.

14.702 Medical testimony in commitment or
restoration proceedings.
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AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 28 U.S.C. 2671-2680;
38 U.S.C. 501(a), 512, 515, 5502, 5902-5905; 28

CFR part 14, appendix to part 14, unless oth-
erwise noted.

SOURCE: 19 FR 5552, Aug. 31, 1954, unless
otherwise noted.

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to
part 14 appear at 61 FR 7216, Feb. 27, 1996.

§14.500 Functions and responsibilities
of General Counsel.

The General Counsel is responsible to
the Secretary for the following:

(a) All litigation arising in, or out of,
the activities of the Department of
Veterans Affairs or involving any em-
ployee thereof in his or her official ca-
pacity.

(b) All interpretative legal advice in-
volving construction or application of

38 CFR Ch. | (7-1-04 Edition)

laws, including statutes, regulations,
and decisional as well as common law.

(c) All legal services, advice and as-
sistance required to implement any law
administered by the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

(d) All delegations of authority and
professional guidance required to meet
these responsibilities.

(e) Maintenance of a system of field
offices capable of providing legal ad-
vice and assistance to all Department
of Veterans Affairs field installations
and acting for the General Counsel as
provided by Department of Veterans
Affairs Regulations and instructions,
or as directed by the General Counsel
in special cases. This includes coopera-
tion with U.S. Attorneys in all civil
and criminal cases pertaining to the
Department of Veterans Affairs and re-
porting to the U.S. Attorneys, as au-
thorized, or to the General Counsel, or
both, criminal matters coming to the
attention of the Regional Counsel.

(f) Other matters assigned.

[42 FR 41410, Aug. 17, 1977]

§14.501 Functions and responsibilities
of Regional Counsels.

(a) Functions and responsibilities of
the Regional Counsels are those set
forth in this part and all other matters
assigned by the General Counsel.

(b) In any matter within the jurisdic-
tion of the General Counsel, delegated
or otherwise assigned, the Regional
Counsel and designated staff attorneys
are authorized to conduct investiga-
tions, examine witnesses, take
affadavits, administer oaths and affir-
mations and certify copies of public or
private documents.

(c) The Regional Counsel is author-
ized to, and shall, under the guidance
of the General Counsel, provide legal
services, advice and assistance to De-
partment of Veterans Affairs installa-
tions within the district assigned. In
any area of regulatory, assigned or del-
egated responsibility, the Regional
Counsel may delegate to staff members
or other Department of Veterans Af-
fairs attorneys authority to perform,
to the extent specified, any legal func-
tion under the professional direction of
the Regional Counsel. Conversely, the
Regional Counsel may modify, suspend,
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