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make a charge against an individual’s 
entitlement to subsistence allowance 
of— 

(i) One month for each month the in-
dividual is a full-time student receiv-
ing subsistence allowance; and 

(ii) One-half for each month the indi-
vidual is a part-time student receiving 
subsistence allowance. 

(2) Even though a servicemember 
may not receive subsistence allowance, 
VA will make a charge against a 
servicemember’s entitlement to sub-
sistence allowance of— 

(i) One month for each month of a 
term, quarter or semester— 

(A) For which the servicemember re-
ceived educational assistance and 

(B) During which the servicemember 
is a full-time student; and 

(ii) One-half month for each month of 
a term, quarter or semester— 

(A) For which the servicemember re-
ceived educational assistance, and 

(B) During which the individual is a 
part-time student. 

(3) VA will prorate the entitlement 
charge as stated in paragraph (b) (1) or 
(2) of this section during any month for 
which a servicemember receives edu-
cational assistance or for which the in-
dividual receives subsistence allow-
ance— 

(i) For less than a full month, or 
(ii) At the full-time rate for part of a 

month and at the part-time rate for 
part of the same month. 

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 2142) 

§ 21.5745 Period of entitlement. 

(a) Veterans. The period of entitle-
ment of a veteran expires on the first 
day following ten years from the date 
the veteran retires or is discharged or 
otherwise separated from active duty. 

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 2148; Pub. L. 96–342) 

(b) Spouses, surviving spouses, and de-
pendent children. If the veteran’s or 
servicemember’s entitlement is trans-
ferred, the period of entitlement of the 
spouse, surviving spouse, or dependent 
child expires 10 years from— 

(1) The date the veteran retires, is 
discharged or otherwise separated from 
active duty, or 

(2) If the servicemember dies on ac-
tive duty, the date of the 
servicemember’s death. 

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 2148) 

COURSES 

§ 21.5800 Courses. 

(a) Courses permitted. An individual 
may receive educational assistance and 
subsistence allowance only while re-
ceiving instruction in a postsecondary 
course offered at any institution in the 
United States (including the District of 
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puer-
to Rico, Guam and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands) that is accredited by a nation-
ally recognized accrediting agency or 
association or by an accrediting agency 
or association recognized by the Sec-
retary of Education. 

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 2142) 

(b) Courses precluded. An individual 
shall receive neither educational as-
sistance nor subsistence allowance 
while pursuing any of the following 
courses: 

(1) A course offered at the secondary 
level or below; 

(2) A course offered by an institution 
located outside the United States (ex-
cept in Guam, the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands); 

(3) A course offered by a nonaccred-
ited institution; and 

(4) Courses which do not require the 
student to receive instruction at the 
institution. These include— 

(i) Correspondence courses, 
(ii) Combination correspondence— 

residence courses, and 
(iii) Courses offered through inde-

pendent study. 

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 2143) 

CERTIFICATIONS 

§ 21.5810 Certifications of enrollment. 

(a) Enrollment certifications. An indi-
vidual who wishes to receive edu-
cational assistance and subsistence al-
lowance shall ensure that the accred-
ited institution he or she is attending 
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certifies the individual’s enrollment to 
VA. 

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 2141) 

(b) Content of certification. The certifi-
cation should include— 

(1) The number of credit hours or 
clock hours in which the individual is 
enrolled; 

(2) The amount of the cost of tuition, 
fees, books, laboratory fees, and shop 
fees for consumable materials used as 
part of classroom or laboratory in-
struction which the individual will 
incur during the period of enrollment; 
and 

(3) The beginning and ending dates of 
the period of enrollment. 

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 2142) 

(c) Length of certification. A school 
should not certify more than one term, 
quarter or semester at a time. 

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 2141) 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2900–0073) 

§ 21.5812 Reports of withdrawals and 
terminations of attendance and 
changes in training time. 

(a) Reports of withdrawals and termi-
nations of attendance. (1) An individual 
shall report to VA facility of jurisdic-
tion whenever he or she withdraws 
from school or terminates his or her 
attendance. He or she shall report the 
last day of attendance. The individual 
may request that the school verify this 
information. 

(2) The report shall include— 
(i) The date of withdrawal or last 

date of attendance, as appropriate; and 
(ii) The amount of educational ex-

penses actually incurred by the indi-
vidual during the period of enrollment 
before the date of withdrawal, or if the 
individual does not formally withdraw 
when he or she stops attending the 
amount of educational expenses actu-
ally incurred by the individual during 
the period of enrollment before the last 
date of attendance. 

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 2141) 

(b) Reports of changes in training. (1) 
An individual shall report to the VA 
field station of jurisdiction each time 

the individual increases or decreases 
the number of credit hours or clock 
hours of training in which he or she is 
enrolled or otherwise alters the dura-
tion of the enrollment. 

(2) The report shall include— 
(i) The new number of credit hours or 

clock hours in which the individual is 
enrolled; 

(ii) The amount of educational ex-
penses, enumerated in § 21.5810(b)(2), 
which the individual will incur during 
the revised period of enrollment; and 

(iii) The effective date of the change 
in the number of credit hours or clock 
hours, including any revision in the 
term of the enrollment. 

(3) The individual or VA may ask the 
school to verify the individual’s reports 
of changes in training. 

(Authority: 10 U.S.C. 2141) 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2900–0156) 

§ 21.5816 False or fraudulent claims. 

Each individual, or school officer or 
official shall be subject to civil pen-
alties or criminal penalties, or both, 
under applicable Federal law for sub-
mitting a false or fraudulent report, re-
vision to a report, or verification of ac-
curacy of a report used to support an 
individual’s claim, even though the re-
port or verification is provided gratu-
itously or voluntarily to VA. 

(Authority: 31 U.S.C. 3729–3731, 18 U.S.C. 1001) 

PAYMENTS—EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE 
AND SUBSISTENCE ALLOWANCE 

§ 21.5820 Educational assistance. 

(a) Educational assistance. Edu-
cational assistance will be paid to 
cover the educational expenses in-
curred by an eligible servicemember, 
veteran, spouse, surviving spouse or de-
pendent child while attending an ac-
credited institution. Educational as-
sistance payments will be made to the 
eligible individual. 

(1) The educational expenses are lim-
ited to— 

(i) Tuition, 
(ii) Fees, 
(iii) Cost of books, 
(iv) Laboratory fees, and 
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